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# Dr. E, Milward.

S I R

# S you was pleafed 
to allow me the 

NV Liberty of pay- 
ing You my Re- 

fpects in this Manner, on 
the Publication of my Per
formance, when only an 
EJay, and confequently lefs 

worthy



DEDICATION.

worthy of the Name, which 
appeared at the Head of it ;
I now take the fame Liber
ty of prefenting it to You 
a fécond Time, and hope I 
may venture to fay, I now 
offer You a complete Trea- 
tife on the Subject.

I T would be ungenerous 
and unjuft to defire a Wor
thy and Learned Friend 
should be anfwerable for 
the Miftakes and Faults of 
a Writer ; as well as vain 
and highly unreafonable to 
expect any Name fhould 
fcreen him from Cenfure. 
But, while I fubmit my

Per-



Dedication.
Performance to the Judg
ment of the World, give 
me Leave, SIR, to make 
this Publick Acknowledg
ment of your many Fa
vours ; and particularly that 
invaluable one of, under 
God^ preferving Mine and 
my Son’s Life. I am,

SIR,

Your moß Obedient,.

Moß Humble Servant,

Ed. Chapman.
Orange-Street, Red- 

Lion-Square, 1735.





THE

PREFACE
S all the Books hitherto 

publifhed on this Sub- 
ject have been calcula
ted chiefly for the In-

ftruction of my own Sex, I was 
induced to write this T^reatifc 
principally for the Ufe of the o- 
ther, to whom the Majority of 
Practice in this important and 
difficult Profeffion is committed, 

a 4 that



ii PREFACE.

that they may be cautioned to 
fend for Afliftance, when neceffa- 
ry. I flatter my felf, however, that 
thofe worthy Gentlemen, who are 
engaged in it, but have not yet 
had fufficient Experience of that 
great Variety of Cafes which 
daily occur, will not find the fol
lowing Pages entirely ufelefs.

I h a V e frequently, during the 
Space of above twenty feven Years 
Practice, seen many fatal Miftakes 
committed by Midwives, which I 
think could never have happened, 
had they ever read a Treatif fo 
well adapted to their Capacities 
and at the fame time fo full and 
plain, as I hope, the following is.

My
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PREFACE. iii

M y greateft Aim in it, is, 
faithfully to inftruct, not Rich as 
are quite ignorant, but fuch as 
have already made fome Progrefs 
in the Science, and to point out 
to them thofe dangerous Rocks on 
which many have been loft ; that 
they may either be able to give 
better Afliftance themfelves, or 
at leaft to fee the Danger time e- 
nough to call in fuperior Advice. 
LIFE is a Jewel, in the Opinion 
of all Mankind, of the greateft 
Value ; and thofe to whofe Care 
this weighty Truft is committed, 
cannot poflibly difcharge it with 
too much Circumspection and Di
ligence.

IAM
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I a M far from attempting or 
defiring, with fome of my Bre
thren, that the Practice of Mid
wifery should be confin’d only to 
my own Sex, and this for Several 
Reasons. First, becaufe among 
fo great a Number of Child-bear
ing Women, of all Degrees, a 
much greater Attendance is re
quired, than we alone could pof- 
fibly give. Befides, where the 
Labour is natural, as it happens 
with mof Women, there is fel- 
dom any greater Aflistance necef- 
fary than what thofe of their 
own Sex, who have been bred up 
to it, are capable of affording ; 
especially in this Metropolis, where

I



I have met with feveral extreme
ly well qualified. However, I 
muft beg leave to give them this 
one piece of Advice, viz. That 
where any Difficulty occurs, they 
would readily in time call in our 
Affiftance; as when a Child pre- 
fents with its Head^ but does not, 
after a sufficient Tryal, fall any 
lower ; when the Pofture happens 
to be Wrong, and consequently 
the Child requires Turning ; but 
more efpecially that they would 
not delay to fend for a Man of 
Character and Experience in cafe 
of Floodings, or other Threaten
ing' Symptoms. By this, both the 
Patient’s Life and their own Re
putation will be the more fecure.

I deny



vi preface.
I deny not, but that many Wo- 
men-Midwives may know how 
to turn a Child, nor that they 
may, in fome Subjects, perform it 
with Succefs : But then consider- 
ing the many unforefeen Diffi
culties that may happen, efpecial- 
ly the Head s flicking against the 
Bones of the Pelvis^ and that in 
spite of the greater Care, and 
the mof exaé Position : I be- 
lieve this Advice will not be 
thought impertinent by the moft 
experienced among them, whom, 
6 the by, I have ever found 
moft ready to call in fuperior 
Afliftance. And indeed they 
find their own Account in it, as 
it greatly advances their Charac

ter ;
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ter ; whilf it is far otherwife 
with thofe, who conceiving too 
favourable an Opinion of their 
own Judgment and Abilities, run 
great Hazards, or, at the beft, call 

4 us in too late, and thus lofe their 
Reputation and Practice.

MIDWIFERY is certainly 
one of the mof noble and ufeful 
Chirurgical Operations in being ; 
for all Operations receive their 
Weight from the Good they pro
cure ; or, to fpeak more properly, es 
from the Evil they prevent : By g 
this, when judicioufly performed, ™
there is generally oney and 
two Lives fnatched as it 
from the Jaws of Death ;

often
were 
as in

a



viii PRE FA G E.
a violent Flooding for Inftance, 
where the Mother, or Child, or 
oth, would he inevitably loft in 

a few Minutes, without Delivery 

or where the Infant lies in a bad 
Pofture, and fo could never have 
been extracted but by the Aflift- 
ance of Art.

IT is indeed polible to fave a 
Child by the Cxfarian Operation 
or cutting it out of the Womb 
of its Mother juft expired; but 
what Man in his Senfes would 
put his Character upon this Foot- 
mg? It would be natural for the 
malicious World to fay, that to 
feve the Child, he kill’d the Mo
ther; and the Friends and others

about
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about the Deceafed, either out of 
Fondnefs or Ignorance, might poi- 
fibly imagine, that The was not 
quite dead before the Operation 
was performed. But to return ; 
I fay that by fpeedy Delivery two 
Lives are oftentimes faved, as in 
the Inftances above-mentioned, 
where the Womb being releafed 
of its Burden, its Fibres are a- 
gain contracted, and fo the Flux 
flops ; or where the Child is 
brought away by Art^ and thus 
the Date of its own, as well as 
of its Mother’s Life is prolonged.

MANY other Inftances might 
be given, where both Lives are 
actually faved. But the Dignity 

and
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and eminent Ufefulnefs of this 
Art will appear to every Perfon 
in a much more advantageous 
Light, if we reflect on the Learn
ing and Abilities of the Profeffors 
of it. England and France have 
produced many great and famous 
Men, who have made the Im
provement of this Science the 
principal Bufinefs of their Lives ; 
and we have fome at this time 
living, who are perhaps fuperior 
to the Deceafed, without any 
Detraction from their CharaEiers^ 
or the leas Indignity offered to 
their Ajbes.

THE Improvements thefe great 
Men have made in Midwifery, 

the
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the Tendernefs, the Compaffion 
and Succefs with which they 
performed their Duty, have ef- 

j fectually removed that Load of
Ignominy^ with which this Pro- 
feffiion was formerly branded.

IT muf be acknowledged, 
there have been fome who, being 
ignorant of the Method of turn
ing a Child, made frequent uf of 
the Hook and Knife^ and feveral 
other shocking and barbarous In- 
itruments, even while the Child , 
was living ; and I had, not long 
fince, an Account given me by a 
Perfon of unquestionable Veraci
ty, then prefent, that a poor Wo
man died under the Hands of 
the Operator after fome of the

b Limbs
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Limbs and Ribs of the Child 
were brought away.

FROM Rich Operators as thefe 
( cruel in their Behaviour, indecent 
in their Expreftions, and breaking 
in upon the Modefly and Tender- 
nefs peculiar to the Sex) the 0- 
dium caf upon this Art had its 
firs Rise. And hence it proceeds, 
that many unhappy Women have 
chofen to die^ or at leaf to flay 
till the very laf Extremity, rather 
than call for our Afliftance.

But the Cafe is now far o- 
therwife : The bef Midwives 
commonly fend for Advice upon 
the Appearance of Danger ; the 
Suffering Fair readily confent to 

it.
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it, and by this Means both the 
Child’s and Mother’s Lives are 
faved, the Midwifes Character 
fecured, and ours advanced, by 
the Succefs that ufually attends 
our being called in time.

I have in this ’Treatife pur- 
pofely omitted the Delcription of 
the Parts concerned in Genera- 
tion^ because it has already been 
so well given by others, that I 
could do but little more than 
copy them. Befides, I think that 
Rich as never faw the DifeEiion 
of a Human Body, will not be 
much improved by a bare De- 
fcription of those Parts; much 
lefs would they receive any Ad
vantage from the Cuts and Fi-

guresb 2
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gures ufually prefixed to Books 
of this Kind, which are generally 
but very indifferently done, and 
lerve to raise and encourage im
pure Thoughts in the Reader’s 
Mind, rather than to convey any 
real InßruElion.

The Authors on this Subject 
already extant in our Language 
have, in my Opinion, written in 
a very improper Style^ and their 
Works seem to be calculated at 
least, as much to pleafe the Rea
der t Fancyj as to improve the 
Operation. My Design, on the 
contrary, was to compofe fuch a 
Treatife as one of either Sex 
might read without a to
exprefs myfelf in fuch a manner

as



as would not give the leaf Of
fence to the moft modef Reader.

I have ftudioufly declined 
giving any Prefcriptions^ or Forms 
of Medicines in the following 
Treatife^ becaufe it would be an 
Affront to fuch as are regularly 
educated in the Profesfion of Phy- 
he ; as it would look like putting 
my felf on a Level with the Gen_ 
tiemen of the Faculty. I think it 
sufficient for one Man to act well 
in one Capacity ; and I have 
confined my felf to the Operation 
of midwifery only,becaufe I would 
not willingly at any time take 
the whole Weight upon my felf, 
when it is in my Power to divide 
it, Befides, I would carefully a- 

b 3 void
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void making any fuch Encroach
ments on others, as I fhould not 
like to have made on my felf. It 
has always been, and ever fhall 
be, my confiant Fradice to call 
in proper Advice in Cafes of Dan
ger ; and after Delivery, which is 
my proper Province, I have con- 
stantly left fuch as could afford 
it, to the Care of their respective 
Pleyßciajis. As to the Poor, who 
are not able to give a Fee, I think 
my felf in Charity bound to af- 
fill them ; and certainly it is 
much better for them to have but 
inferiour Afiftance, than to perifh 
for Want of any.

The Ufe of Hooks and fome 
other Instruments, by which liv

ing
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ing Children, prefenting with the 
Head^ are deftroyed, when they 
might very easily have been ex- 
traced in a few Minutes by the 
Fillet or Forceps^ is, in my Opi
nion, a moft cruel and unwarrant
able Practice. But yet, however 
inhuman, it is, to my certain 
Knowledge by fome kept up to 
this Day. A fond Mother in this 
City lately told me, with a Flood 
of Tears, that this was her un
happy Cafe : The Child had lain 
long with its Head in the Fagijra^ 
and fo low that the Midwife then 
attending had expected it every 
Pain for fome Hours ; at length 
one of my Brethren was called in, 
but not underftanding the Use 
either of the Forceps or Fillet^ 

b 4 and



xviii preface.
and unwilling to kill the Child, 
he for fome time forbore to be 
concerned ; but the poor Woman’s 
Torture and Danger increasing, 
he at length fixed his Hook in the 
Head ; and fo extracted it, but, 
to the great Surprize of the O- 
peratory and Sorrow of the Mo~ 
ther^ it was living before that At
tempt.

I cannot forbear, now I am 
on this Subject, to mention the 
following Account, which I re
ceived from the Surgeon who 
was confu Ited, one of good Cha- 
rader in his Profeflion, and now 
living in this City. He told me 
he had been lately called to a 
Gentlewoman in the Country,

where
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where the Child fell with its 
Head into the Fagina very low, 
and there continued after a con- 
fiderable time pafled in great 
Pain, without the lead Advan
tage. A Man-Midwife upon this 
was fent for, who knowing the 
ufe of the Hook only, and being 
very unwilling to destroy the 
Child, let it remain in this Con
dition for feveral Days; refufing 
to perform the Operation^ or to 
do any thing more for her than 
to prefcribe a few forcing Me
dicines. At length a Woman- 
Midwife delivered her of a dead 
Child ; but the Parts were, by 
the violent Inflammation^ and the 
long continued Prefurey fo far 
mortified, that my Friend told

me
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me he had not the leaf Hopes 
of the Gentlewoman’s Recovery 
when he firf faw her.

How neceffary is it then, 
that Men, who profefs Midwifery 
fhould make themfelves Mafters 
of either the Forceps or Fillet ? 
For I now once for all declare, I 
have no Defign of putting them 
into the Hands of Female Prac
titioners ; the former of which I 
prefer; becaufe I can pafs it with 
more Eafe to the Woman ; and 
the Compreflion caufed by its 
Ufe, makes the Bones of the Head 
ride one over the other, and thus 
reduces it to a fmaller Compafs. 
To which may be added,that the 
Forceps gives me a much stronger

Hold
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Hold of the Child, and enables 
me to draw it with more Eafe 
and Security. But here I mud 
obferve, that as there are feveral 
different Sorts of Forceps^ fo they 
are far from being all equally 
proper ; and great Regard is to be 
had to their Form. I once faw a 
Pair at a noted Inftrument-Ma- 
ker’s, which I thought very faul
ty ; and was fhewn a Pair by 
a Brother Practitioner in the 
Country, which could not be u- 
fed with either Succefs or Ad
vantage; the Diameter of the 
Curve being too large, and its 
Bows too fhort.

I h a V e in this Piece given a 
great Variety of felect Cafes, 

which
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which may ferve as Directions for 
others to proceed by in the like 
Circumstances. Indeed I have 
been the shorter in the Body of 
the Er eat ife it felf, that I might 
have more Room to enlarge in 
the Cafes ; for it is my Opinion, 
that a Cafei where all the Inci
dents are minutely related, will 
affect the Reader’s Memory more 
than the molt exact Defcription 
of the fame thing in the Body of 
the Work.

WHEN I published the firft 
Edition of this Work, I thought 
my felf, at leaf, the fécond Ex- 
glifhmany who had written pro- 
feffedly on the Subject. I have 
fince found I was miftaken ; for

Dr.
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Dr. John Mowbray has given the 
World a large Treatise, entituled 
Ths Female Phyfician^ &c. with 
what he calls the whole Art of 
new improved Midwifery, &c. 
That ingenious and laborious Au
thor declares ftrongly againf the 
Ufe of frightful Instruments ; and 
in this I heartily join him ; but 
cannot think the Forceps deferves 
that Appellation. As it is not 
Sharper than the Hand, it may be 
introduced with all imaginable 
Safety, according to the Direc
tions given in the Body of this. 

Book. I can, from my own Ex
perience, affirm it to be a moft 
excellent Instrument, and fo far 
from Hurting or Deftroying, that 
it frequently faves the Mothers
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Life, and that of the Child, as 
will appear in the Course of this 
Treatiß.

I F, by fubmitting my felf to 
the Cenfure of others, I fhould 
have the good Fortune to excite 
fome more masterly Pen to im- 
prove this Art, it would much 
augment my Pleafure and Satis- 
faction, as I fhall thereby be in 
fome Meafure instrumental in 
conveying a greater Good to my 
Fellow-Creatures.

THE good Reception the firf 
Edition of this Work met with 
from the bed Judges has encou
raged me to publish a fécond, with 
considerable Additions and Im-

provenants.
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provements. Some Persons, who 
thought they did Juftice to the 
Performance itfelf, by allowing it 
very good and ufeful, have taken, 
the Liberty to insinuate it was 
not my own. Now it might not 
be amifs to ask those candid Gen
tleman whence they can reafon- 
ably fuppofe I borrowed the Mat
ter here deliver’d. Is it in the 
leaft probable, that the ableft Pro- 
feffors of the Art would compli
ment me with the Fruits of their 
Labours, and fubmit to fee their 
Sentiments and Inftrudions u- 
Ther'd into the World under the 
Name of a Perfon, incapable of 
producing any Thing of his own? 
And that I have not this Obli
gation to any inferior Practition- 

er,



xxvi PREFACE.
er, is in a manner acknowledged 
by the Commendations bellowed 
on this Piece by my very Ene
mies , so that on the whole, I am 
in no real Apprehension of being 
difpoffeffed of my Title to the 
Performance. I own I had fore 
Afliftance in regard to the Di&i- 
on; and did not fend my Papers to 
the Piels till that was reviled and 
corrected. This I know is no 
unufual Thing ; and if that be a 
Fault, I am so far from repenting 
of, and amending it, that I have 
been guilty of it in a much great
er Degree, before this fécond E- 
dition went out of my Hands.

C O N-
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The Meafure and Dimenßons of 
the Forceps, as inf er ted in this 
Edition, after Page 28. are 
as follow :

r I 1 HE IR Length in a Right Line, 
JL Fifteen Inches. I he Length of 

the Bows from the Joint, where the two 
Parts crofs, to the Upper Extremity, in a 
Right Line, Nine Inches and one Quar
ter. Fhe Girt of the Bows, when fut 
is, in the widef Part, Eight Inches.

N. B. Fig. I. Reprefents one Part of 
the Forceps, Fig. II. the Whole, not quite 
fhut. Fig. III. On the Plate, inferted 
after Page 180, Reprefents the Peffary.
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TREATISE
O N T H E

IMPROVEM EN T
O F

MIDWIFERY

INTRODUCTION.
Y Design in this Treatife, is to 
make fome Advances or Im
provements in the great and 
useful Art of Delivering 

Women, with refpec to the Operation it 
felf ; and to point out thofe Rocks on

which
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which many of the Fair-Sex are loft, and 
cut off in the Bloom of Life, amidi the 
joyful hopes of an approaching Offspring.

A s to the Anatomy or Defcription of 
the Parts defin’d to Generation, the Signs 
of Conception or Pregnancy, and thofe of 
Labour ; the manner how a Woman is to 
manage herfelf when with Child; how 
The is to be ordered after her Delivery, 
the proper Qualifications requir’d in Mid- 
nvifes ; how Nurfes are to order the New- 
born Infants, and many other Particulars 
of the like nature, mentioned by Doctor 
Chamberlen, Daventer, Dionis, and others, 
I fliall purpofely omit them; referring 
the Readers, who want Information there
in, to the Authors here mentioned.

THE Difeafes to which Women arc 
fabject, both before and after Delivery, 
as Vomitings, Diarrhcea's, Coughs and Dif

ficulty of Breathing ; Pains in the Back, 
Reins, Hips, and Breafis ; Difficulty of 

Urine,
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Urine, Hemorrhoids, Pains and Taricojè 
Swellings in the Thighs and Legs ; the 
Menftruous Flux, Dropfy of the Womb, 
edematous Swellings in the Labia Pu^ 
dendi, Bearing down of the Womb ; Coßive- 
nefs, arising from the Foetus compreffing 
the Intestines ; P rolapßus Ani, or Falling 
down of the Fundament; Suppreflion, or 
too great a Flux of the Lochia; Contusions 
and Dilacerations in the Perineum and 
external Parts of the Pudendum ; Con- 
vulfions, Hyßeric Diforders, Fevers, In
flammation in the Uterus, or Vagina ; 
Abfceffes in the Groin, Hips, or Thighs ; 
Cancers and Schirrhoßties in the Womb ; 
Ruptures, Inflammations or Apoßems in 
the Breasts, Curdling of the Milk, 
Of thefe, I fay, with many other that 
might be named, I shall take no No
tice, but leave them to Phyßcians, whofe 
Province it is to treat of them. My Aim 
in this Piece being not fo much to inform 
thofe who are altogether ignorant, by giv
ing them Instructions for their firf fetting 

outA 2
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out in Practice, as to add fomething to 
what is already published, chiefly with 
regard to the Operation-, which, I hope, 
may conduce to the Benefit of the lefs 
knowing, and not prove altogether un
worthy the Notice of thofe, who, being 
already arrived to the highest Pitch of 
Knowledge and Art, do Honour to their 
Profeffion, and Service to the World, by 
proving the happy Inftruments (under 
Providence) of affifting and preferving 
the FAIR in the Time of their greatest 
Danger; and by that Means, of faving 
many great and eminent Men, who other- 
wife could never have appeared on the 
Stage of Life, to do Service to their King 
and Country.

I should not have taken this Task 
upon myfelf, had thofe Gentlemen, who 
are better qualified for ir, been pleafed to 
favour the World with a Treatife of 
this kind ; the want of which was the 
only Motive that induced me to under

take 
i $
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take the Publication of this ; which is 
founded upon upwards of Twenty five 
Years Practice and Experience, at South 
Halfiead in EJex, and the adjacent Coun
tries, and which I therefore hope will be 
ferviceable, at leaf to every young Prac
titioner.

THE chief Books on this Subject, 
extant in our Language, are Dr. Cham
berlen's Tranflation of Maur ice au, and 
the Tranflations of Dionis, Daventer, &c. 
which I fhall have occasion to mention 
hereafter ; and fhall only obferve here, 
that the Secret mentioned by Dr. Cham
berlen^, by which his Father, two Bro
thers, and himfelf faved fuch Children as 
prefented with the Head, but could not 
be born by natural Pains, was, as is ge
nerally believed, if not paf all Dispute, 
the Ufe of the Forceps, now well known 
to all the principal Men of the Profeffion, 
both in Town and Country.

* See his Preface.

A 3 I N
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IN his Note (p. 176.) speaking of the 
great Precaution that ought to be ufed for 
knowing whether the Infant be alive or 
dead, he fays, “ That it is not fo neceffa- 
" ry to those Practitioners who can fetch 
“ a Child coming right, or with the 
" Arm, without Hooks, or fharp Inftru- 
" ments; as the Tranflator of this Book, 
« his Father and Brothers can. ”

HERE is fomething very odd me
thinks, in applying this Secret to both 
these Cafes, as equally serviceable in ei
ther ; the Cafes differing fo very widely 
and requiring a quite different Method : 
For the Head prefenting and far advan
ced, is to be taken hold of either by the 
Forceps or Fillet, and by them extracted ; 
whereas a Child, which prefents an Arm^ 
is to be turned, and fo brought away by 
its Feet,
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D A VE N T E R fets out with the 
fpecious Pretence of performing all by 
the Hand only, and profefles in no Cafe to 
ufe an Infirument. This he all along car
ries on, till at length, in the Appendix, he 
tells us, “ That if the Pelvis be propor- 
" tionably too fmall for the Child, or if 
“ the Head of the Infant falls down into 
" the narrow Cavity of the Pelvis, and 
« is there so ftreightned along with the 
« Shoulders, that the leaf Defcent is 
« not perceived upon the Force of the 
« ftrongef Pains, and all Remedies have 
« been tried in vain ; for the Safety of 
« the Mother, the Infant is to be hand- 
“ led, and drawn out as a dead one ”

This indeed, is a Cafe which very 
rarely happens, and almof the only one 
that requires an Inftrument; tho’ even 
here, the Head may for the mof part be 
commanded by the Forceps, of which he 
does not give the leaf Hint,

A4 The
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The Practice of drawing living Chil
dren with the Crotchet when the Head of- 
fers, but cannot, by reafon of its Bignefs, or 
fome Difficulty in the Paffage, be brought 
away, which is ftill the Cullom of fome 
raffi, pretending Artists (who know no
thing either of Returning the Infant, or 
of the Ufe of the Forceps o ^illet') ought 
to be utterly condemned and exploded by 
all fair and honef Practitioners. ’Tis 
doubtlefs this barbarous Cruelty in fome 
Operators, that, (as Dr. Chamberlen well 
obferves *) has caufed that malicious, but 
falle Report, Fhat where-eTier a MAN 
comes, the Mother, or C h iL D, or 
both, muß neceßdrily die ; and is the Rea
fon, many times, of Women’s forbearing 
to fend till the Child is dead, or the Mo
ther dying. It ffiall be my Endeavour in 
the following Pages, to prove. That moft 
Births may be performed without Inßru-

* See his Preface to the Reader.

ments3
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m ents, by the Affiftance of the Hand on
ly ; or, where Inftruments are really re
quired, by the Help of the Forceps or 
Fillet^ which are not only perfectly fafe 
and innocent, but extremely ufeful, and 
in fome Cafes abfolutely neceffary.

BUT to return: As to the Obliquity, or 
ill Situation of the Womb, which Da- 
venter makes fo much mention of ", I 
frankly declare, I have never found it to 
be any other than what follows ; viz. 
That either the Mouth of the Womb 
lies high, and opens backwards, again ft 
the Os Sacrum, or Vertebra, or elfe for
wards, towards the Os Pubis. I have ne
ver yet discovered a lateral Pointing, and 
am furprized to find this Author infif fo 
much upon it ; though it muf be ac
knowledged he does not ftand alone in this 
Point. Dr. Mowbray not only afferts this 
oblique Situation with an equal Pofitive-

* Chap. XI,

nefs,
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nefs, but is pleafed to bestow fome very 
rough Words on fuch as do not admit it *.

* Sect. IV. Chap. XIII. + Preface, p. 7:

ISHALL not here undertake to enu
merate the many different Postures dif- 
played in Chamberlen^ Daventer^ and o- 
thers, for I cannot but think,with Dionis^ 
that thofe Cuts which reprefent the dif
ferent Situations of Infants in the Womb, 
in the Books of Guillemaut Mauriceau, 
and others, are of very little ufe, efpeci. 
ally fìnce ’tis not by the Eye, as he ob- 
ferves, but the Touch only, that an Artif 
muft judge of the Pofture : I shall only 
obferve that a Child either prefents with 
its Head, or it does not ; if with its Head, 
Notice is to be taken whether the Pofture 
be perfectly natural; i. e. whether the 
Face of the Child lies towards the Os 
Sacrum, or removed from that Figure, 
cither fideways, or to the Os Pubis ; for 
this, according to the Make of the Wo-
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man (not as to the Figuration of the 
Womb, but the Structure and Conforma
tion of the Bones'^ is much to be regard
ed , and, accordingly, the Child is to be 
returned, and drawn out by the Feet, or 
elfe allowed to advance in the Posture it 
lies in, and fo be born with its Head 
first.

If the Child offers any other Part 
than the Head, the Hand is to be paffed 
gently into the Womb, the Feet to be 
fearched for, the Child to be turned, and 
that way to be brought forth without 
farther Delay.

BUT there is one Cafe to be excepted ; 
viz. when the Child prefents the Buttocks, 
and is advanced in that Poffare even be
yond the Labia ; it is then to be extracted 
as it lies: which I fhould chufe to per
form by paffing a Finger or two of one 
Hand, or, if poflible, of both Hands, to 
the Groin, and thus bring the Child away, 

rather
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rather than attempt the Feet. This, 
however, can be done only when the 
Child is fmall, or the Woman large. O- 
therwife the Woman is to be laid on her 
Back, with her Hips raifed, and her 
Shoulders low, and then the Child to be 
returned fo as the Feet may be command
ed.

To the Firft of thefe then, viz, A 
Child prefenting with its Head,



F, after a fufficient Tryal of 
natural Pains, the Head Itili 
lies high, bearing againft the 
Os Pubis-, fome Authors ad- 

vise, when the Head preffes upon that 
Bone, and cannot be ftirred or returned 
by a Finger or two, that the Hand may 
be pafled, the Head in fome meafure put 
back, and then left again to Nature. But 
I cannot fee why the Hand once in the 
Womb, the Feet fhould not at the fame 
time rather be fought for, than to hazard 
a needlefs Experiment, and at laf be for
ced to make uf of that Method,

Nay,
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Nay, if the Head be really fallen 
into the Vagina, it may, in many Wo
men, be returned with much Eafe and 
Safety both to the Mother and Child, as 
I have often experienced. But when 
the Head has lain for fome time low, 
when the Pelvis is fmall (whether the 
Pofition of the Face be right or wrong) 
when the Parts are close compreffed, and 
the Head is not to be returned, when there 
is no Room for the Hand to pafs, when 
the natural Pains are of little or no Ser
vice, and the Child ft ill living ; to bring 
it away, I fay, in this Cafe, is a Matter of 
the greatef Nicety and Difficulty.

Indeed there can be no Certainty 
of the Child’s being Dead, whilf the Skin 
of the Head is whole and firm, and no 
Putrefaction or cadaverous Smell perceiv
ed. But by paffing the Hand to the Na
vel String, as near the Navel as poffible, 
if that has loft its Pulfe, and you feel not 
the beating of the Umbilical Arteries, if 

the
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the Navel String be diminifh’d in its 
Bignefs, and is become fmall and flabby, 
if you feel no Motion of the Heart be
tween the Ribs, if the Tongue be foft, 
and without Motion, if the Bones of the 
Head move to and fro, and the Sutures 
ride, or wrap over one another, the Child 
is then dead beyond all Difpute. But 
this is not always to be known ; and the 
Room requifite for doing this will gene
rally allow of taking the Child by the 
Feet.

Sometimes there fhall be all the 
ufual Symptoms of Labour, the Pains 
strong and true, the Head of the Child 
very low, and bearing forcibly down every 
Pain 5 yet the Os Finca fhall be but very 
little dilated, and that after many Hours 
strong Pain. Here nothing more is to be 
done, than with the Finger to dilate, and 
thruf back the Ring or Circle, if I may 
fo fpeak, which the Os Finca, now very 
thin, makes upon the Head of the Child.

3

This
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This was the Cafe of a poor Woman fome 
Years part, to whom I was called; fhe 
had been many Hours in Labour, in the 
Beginning of which the Waters broke, 
the Head of the Child lay in the Vagika, 
fo low in the Pains, that the unskilful 
Midwife (who had never touched the 
Mouth of the Womb, which, as it ge
nerally does in this Cafe, lay more than 
ordinary backwards) had given Hopes of 
Delivery the very next Pain. Here I did 
no more than with my Finger dilate and 
caft back the Ring of the Os Tinea, and 
fo in a few Minutes releafed the poor In
fant, which was near fpent by its fruitlefs 
Efforts and ftreightned Lodging; the 
Waters having been long loft, and the 
Preffure on the Infant very great, espe- 
cially in the Pains.

B u T to return to the Method of fav- 
ing a Child whofe Head prefents, and lies 
fixed in the Pelvis, and muft of Neceffi- 
ty be born that way.

This
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This can be done but two Ways, 
viz. Either by fliping a Fillet over the 
Head, in fuch a manner as to extract the 
Child thereby (which I have oftentimes 
done with great Succefs) or by taking 
hold of the Head with the Forceps. It is to 
be obferved, that neither of these can be u- 
fed, if the Head does not lie very low, nor 
is their Ufe to be otherwife attempted.

The former of thefe I muf beg leave 
to be filent in, as being entirely an in
vention of my own ; not but that I have 
been told fince the firf Publication of 
this Treatlie, that this is so far from being 
an Invention of mine, that the Fillet is 
generally, or at least, very frequently em
ployed. I own indeed, that it may be 
commonly ufed in turning a Child, by fe- 
curing one Foot with it, as I have directed; 
but do not believe the Manner of pafling 
it ovei the Head to be fo univerfally 
known and practised.

B As



A s to the Forceps, which, I think, no 
Perlon has yet any more than barely men
tioned, it is a noble Instrument, to which 
many now living owe their Lives, as I can 
affert from my own Knowledge and long 
fuccelsful Practice.

This Instrument, tho’ not pointed, 
muf yet be ufed with Caution : You are 
firft to pafs one Part thereof above, gently 
introducing it, and guarding and directing 
the Bow as far as you can, with all the 
Fingers of the left Hand (the Inftrument 
lying in the Hollow of the Hand) being 
careful that no Fold or Part of the Vagi- 
na get between the Instrument and the 
Head of the Child, which would at once 
hinder any Hold of the Head (and con- 
fequently foil you in the Attempt) and 
bruife the Part that intervenes. But a lit
tle Care will eafily prevent this.

One Part thus paffed over the Head, 
and under the Os Pubis, the other is to be 

paffed
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pafled over the Os Sacrum-, and thus a 
Laceration will be avoided. When thofe 
are pafled, they are then to be brought 
clofe together, and, if you please, the 
Screw may be put through and fastened 
with the Button, tho’ there is no occasion 
for the Lofs of fo much Time ; for with
out doing this, the Hand will prove fuf- 
ficient to keep them together -, and thus 
you may extrait the Head, by drawing 
gently down.

IT is much better, as I have juft obfer- 
ved, that the two Parts of the Forceps 
fhould not be joined or fixed by a Screw, 
the Hand being fufficient, and that for 
thefe Reafons. Firft, becaufe when they 
are fcrew’d together, tho’ they fhould not 
happen to be exactly oppofite to each o- 
ther, yet they will turn fo as to take faft 
Hold of the Infant’s Head, and readily 
extrait it. Secondly, In cafe one of the 
Parts fhould flip, it is then eafily returned 
to its proper Post, without being taken

B 2 wholly
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wholly away: Whereas when they are 
fcrewed together, and then flip off on one 
Side (which I have often experienced, in 
Ipite of the greatef Care I could ufe) the 
Inftrument is to be repaffed, and fcrewed 
as at firfl:. They have oftentimes flipped, 
and when I expected the Head of the 
Child, I have been deceived, and found 
the Handle Part come clofe, the Inftru- 
ment only in my Hands, and the Work 
all to do over again. I have always found 
the Inftrument far lefs apt to flip fince I 
omitted faftning the Parts together ; and 
with more Eafe to the Patient as well as 
myfelf, and in much lefs Time than be- 
before, have found the Head of the Child 
fairly fixt in the Inftrument ; that is, be
tween the two Parts or Bows-, fo that in a
few Seconds of a Minute, I have had the 
Child’s Head with the Inftrument, after 
which little or no Difficulty remains. Thus 
have I delivered feveral Women fince my 
coming to Town, fome of whom you will 
find mentioned in the Cases at the End

of
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of this Treatise; and Mr. Gifford, in 
Ca/è XIV, and elfewhere, frequently com
plains that his Extradior flipt, which I 
am fully perfuaded it would not have 
done, if the Parts had been left unjoined, 
as I now ufe them.

Ido ingenuouflyconfefs,thatlcameby 
this Hint and Improvement by mere Acci- 
deat^s, I believe, is frequently the Cafe in 
Difcoveries of the greateft importance. 
For many Years my Forceps happen’d to 
be made of fo foft a Metal as to bend or 
give way, or fuffer fome Alteration in their 
Curve. They were made, as ufual, with 
the Screw fixed to one Part or Side of 
them. Thefe I ufed for fome Years ; but 
they often happening to flip off fideways 
(as before mentioned; my Opinion of the 
Instrument was fo much leffened, that for 
many Years after I ufed it but feldom, 
and even not once in the Space of Ten 
Years. During which Time, when the

B 3 Child



Child could not be turned, I employed 
the Fillet only. This I freely commu
nicated to a very ingenious FraSiitioner, 
now living in the Country, who will, 
I doubt not, readily remember it upon 
reading this. At length I caufed ano
ther Pair to be made me, of better Me
tal, and fome other Improvements; the 
Screw Part being contrived to take out, 
and not fixed, as in the former. This 
Screw I happened to lofe in the Cloths 
at the Delivery of a Woman, who, with 
her Child, is now living and in Health 
in Town ; and being fent for to another 
presently after, and being indeed forced to 
make the Trial, found that the Instrument 
did its Office much better without the 
Screw, or the two Parts being fixt.

ALL I can fay in Praife of this noble 
Instrument, muf neceffarily fall fhort of 
what it juftly demands. Thofe only, who 
have ufed it, and experienced the Excel
lency of it to their own Advantage, and 

the
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the Security of their Offspring, can be 
truly fenfible of its real Worth. As I think 
my felf in Duty bound to recommend it 
strongly to the Gentlemen of my Profef- 
fion, I shall omit no Opportunity of en
deavouring to do it Juftice. The follow
ing Letter was fent me by a Gentleman, 
who had been recommended to me for 
Information in the Art, by a Surgeon of 
the first Rank and Eminence; and has 
fince practised with great Succefs and Ap- 
plaufe.

SIR,
«T F you pleafe to remember, about 
A “ a Week after I came into the 

« Country, I acquainted you that I was 
« called to a Woman in Labour,where the 
« Child prefented with the Head far ad- 
« vanced in the Vagina, with the Os Uteri 
" attending. I deliver’d her with the For- 
" ceps-, and neither the Mother nor the 
" Child received the leaft Injury. Since 
" that Time, I am come into fuch Cre-

B 4 dit,
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" dir, that I am frequently called in twice 
" or thrice a Week; and I thank God, I 

have not as yet met with the leaf Mif- 
hap. Our Midwifes here are pretty 

" dexterous; but when the Head falls % 
" as to require the Ufe of the Forceps, 
" they are at a Lofs. I do not wonder 
" that Dr. Chamberlen became fo eminent 
" in Midwifery, when he had fo ufeful 
“ and fo fafean Instrument to praétife 
« with.

" I have had two Cafes, in which I 
" was obliged to deliver feetways-, the 
" Heads of the Infants not offering di- 
" rectly right for the Instrument. I 
" therefore thought it the bef Way to 
" fearch for the Feet, and fucceeded very 
" well. All the reft I delivered with the 
" Forceps. I muft once more beg leave 
“ to exprefs my Gratitude for the candid 
" and ingenuous Directions you gave me, 
" during the Time I had the Pleafure of 
" being your Pupil, I heartily congra-

“ tulate
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« tulate you on your Succefs, thank you 
« for the two Cafes you fent me, and am.

S IR,

Your mofi obliged

Humble Servant^
Lutterworth

On. 30. 1734. John Page.

And here I cannot forbear testifying 
an uncommon Surprize at Dr. Mowbray's 
Method of treating this admirable Inftru- 
ment, which he takes the Liberty of re- 
prefenting as a barbarous Invention for 
facrißcing the Child, in Order to fave the 
Mother’s Life + ; and ranks it with the 
Hook, and other really barbarous Tools, 
calculated for extracting the Infant dead 
or alive, whole or in Pieces. His Pathe
tical Exclamations, which make fo pretty 
a Figure on this Occafion, might have

t Sea. V. Chap. XIX.

been
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been fpared, had he been acquainted with 
the true Manner of ufing the Forceps. 
I am not afraid to say he was really igno
rant in this Particular ; when I find him 
talking of braining the Child *, and then 
drawing it jorth with the Forceps-, where
as it is evident, from the Directions here 
laid down for its Application, that it is 
to comprefs the Parts of the Head fo as to 
extract the Infant with Eafe and Safety, 
and that no Ufe can be made of it when 
the Child is brain d, as he elegantly words 
it; but that when it can be introduced, 
it effectually prevents that difmal Acci
dent.

The fame Gentleman is pleafed to 
declare elfewhere + againft all Inftru- 
ments in general, « in all Conditions of 
“ Births,whether Natural or Freternatu- 
" ral, dead or alive " and declares that 
° in all Cafes the Hand is folely

* Ibid. + Sect. V. Chap. XXVI.

ce and



On MIDWIFERY. 27
« and only bef ferves, according to the 
« Rules of his Profeffion, to discharge 
« the Duty of all the Instruments in the 
« Surgeon'^ Shop ; excepting only in the 
« Cafe of a Monßer, or a very Hydropical 
« Child But, I do not apprehend 
that any Thing advanced by this Author 
againft that excellent Inftrument here re
commended, will be allowed much 
weight to its Prejudice ; fince, as it ap
pears, he was unacquainted with the true 
Ufe of it.

I muf acknowledge myfelf (hort, in 
not giving the Figure of my Forceps in 
the former Edition. I was not indeed fo 
thoroughly fenfible of this Defedi till I 
found my F[[ay honourably mentioned 
by a learned Society eftablithed at Edin
burgh for the Improvement of Phyßc and 
Surgery, in the Medical Effays and Obfer- 
vations, &c. Vol. III. Art. XXXI. As 
thefe Gentlemen, by faying I have not 
given a Defcription of that Inftrument, 

as
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as I ufed it, seem to infinuate that fome- 
thing is wanting to render this Work 
more complete and fatisfactory ; I have 
now fubjoin’d an exact Draught of my 
forceps, which is very little different 
from that ufed by the late Mr. William 
Giffard-, and which I apprehend too of 
a Make preferable to thofe reprefented 
Table V. of the Medical EJ/ays &c. as 
taking better Hold of the Child’s Head 
than can be done by an Instrument, whofe 
Curves are broad, and not divided and 
formed into a Sort of a Ring, as in the 
Figure here exhibited; in which the 
mos protuberant Parts of the Head lie 
naked ; whereas in the Extractors laf 
mention’d the whole is covered, and the 
Instrument of courfe takes up more 
Room.

BUT t return. When it is pai all dif- 
pure that the Child is really dead, and the 
Women about you are fully convinced of 
it, then indeed, the Child lying thus, may 

be
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be drawn with the Crotchet. But here 
great Care is required to introduce it 
againf your left Wrifi, and in the 
Holloa of the Hand (which muf be firf 
pafled, and laid upon the Headj and then 
fo to fix and guard the Point of it, that 
it may not flip and wound the Woman ; 
keeping the Left-Hand all the time up, 
and upon the Head, till you have it born 
fo far, as to be fecure if the Hook should 
chance to break its Hold.

I fometimes ufe a blunt Hook, which, 
when placed oppofite to the Hand, and 
pafled beyond the Head, will often take fo 
much hold of it when it lies extremely 
low, as to do the Bufinefs. Tho’ even in 
the Cafe of a dead Child, the Forceps is 
preferable, and may be ufed with great 
Eafe and Safety. Here (when it will do) 
you abate of that prodigious Care requir
ed in the Ufe and Management of the 
Jharp Hook.

I would
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I would of all things advise the Opera

tor to be particularly cautious in his En
quiry whether the Infant in the Womb be 
aead or not ; if he chufes to employ the 
Hook, or the Child does not lie low enough 
for the Use of the Forceps, and the Parts 
are fo streightened, that he cannot eafily 
turn it ; for there have been many deplo- 
rable Instances of Infants that have been 
drawn out this way as dead, whilf they 
have been really lining. Dan ent er him- 
felf tells us*, that he delivered a Woman, 
as he thought, of a dead Child, when, to 
his great Surprize, and beyond his Ex- 
pectation, the miserable infant, who had 
been but roughly used, filled his Ears with 
its Cries and Lamentations. Some Infants, 
as Dr. Chamberlen obferves +, have been 
drawn forth alive, after they have been 
thought to be dead, with both Arms, or 
fome other Limb lopped off ; and others 
miserably killed with the Ufe of Crotchets,

* Chap. XXXII f Lib. II. Chap. XII.

who



On MIDWIFERY. 3 I 
who might have been born alive, if no 
Mistake had been committed. A Man 
therefore should ufe his utmoft Endeavour 
not to be deceived, always remembring, 
with the above-mentioned Author, " That 
« ^Timidity is, in this Cafe, more pardon- 
« able than Temerity ; and that it is better 
« to be deceived in treating a dead Infant 
« as if it were ahve^ than a living one as 
« if it were dead

This Part being finished, I now come 
to the Second, viz. The Method of 
Turning a Child.

CHAR



Of the Method of TURNING 

a Child,

HIS is to be done in all Ca- 
fes whatsoever, except in that 
already treated of; viz. When 
the Head lies high, not yet 

out of the Womb, or when low in the 
Pelvis, provided it lies so loofe as eafily to 
be returned, and the Hand readily pafled ; 
as I have performed in many Women, 
with good Succefs. When early in La- 
hour, or when, after considerable Pain, 
the Child does not fall down lower, the 
Artif is allowed to pafs his Hand, and 
make a fufficient Enquiry; if he finds, I 
fay, the Face of the Child turned towards 
the Os Pubis, it is much better to tur?z the 
Infant, and bring it out by its Feet, than

to
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to put the Labour upon the foot of Na
ture -, fince this Method is much more 
fafe and eligible at first, than almof a 
Certainty of a tedious and hard Labour, 
with the Hazard of being obliged to have 
recourfe to it at laft; or than after a long 
Continuance of the mof acute Pains, ac
companied with the Perplexity of a tedi
ous Waiting, the Head at length fallen 
into the Pelvis, to be obliged to affi Na
ture by the Art treated of in the Firß 
Chapter. Nay, which way foever the 
Face lies, if the Head does not fink lower, 
by the Force of true and strong Pains, but 
hangs as it were above, and preffes upon 
any Part whatever, the Hand (to avoid all 
puzzling and ufelefs Distinctions) ïhould 
be palfed, the Feet fought for, and the 
Child by them drawn away. I (hall be 
very full and clear on the Manner of per
forming this in its proper Place.

T H u s, I fay, a Child presenting with 
its Head, is often to be turned, and deli-

C vered
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vered with the Feet firf ; in all other Pof- 
tures whatever, always with the Feet firft; 
and always turned, except when it prefents 
with the Feet, and Nature has faved the 
Artif that Labour, and the Mother the 
Pain ; or in the Cafe fpecified in the close 
of the Introduction.

I N fome Subjects, where the Head has 
been let down into the Fagina, but has not 
advanced with the Mother’s Pains, I have 
very easily and happily returned it, by 
gently preffing back the Head with the 
Hollow of my Hand, whilf my Fingers, 
stretched out, were within the Os T inca: ; 
which, tho’ not contracted with great 
Force upon the Child’s Neck, stands in 
need of a little Affiftance. Thus having 
conducted the Head till it is fairly in the 
Pelvis, as it was before it fell down, I then 
take the Infant by its Feet, and fo eafily 
extract it. This 1 did once for a Woman 
who was much terrified at the Name or 
Thought of an Instrument, and would

not
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not allow of the Forceps, and at the fame 
Time fancied a Fillet would strangle the 
Child. I then told her, I would endea
vour to deliver her without either of them. 
Accordingly, I put her in a proper Pof- 
ture, and delivered her as before directed, 
in a few Minutes, of a living Child. But 
I would not advife this to be generally at
tempted, nor upon all Subjects: For the 
Head lying very low, and wholly in the 
Vagina, but flicking there, is, with moft 
Safety both to the Mother and Child, ex- 
traded by the Fillet, or Forceps;

I fhould now proceed to the Manner of 
turning a Child, but (hall, in the firfl place 
(that I may be the better underftood, and 
fet the whole in one View, and as strong 
a Light as I can, to the young Artist) 
mention fome Particulars relating to both 
the Mother and Infant, which often occa- 
fion much Difficulty in the Performance 
of it.

C 2 I N
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IN Regard to the Mother ; The 

Streightnefs of the Vagina is frequently 
a great Hindrance ; it being fometimes fo 
narrow, as fcarcely to admit even a fmall 
Hand, tho’ covered with Oil, Axungia, 
or the like. The fmall Dilatation of the 
Os 'Tinea will also fometimes prove an 
Impediment, as will likewife the Waters 
having been long loft, by which means 
the Parts are rendered dryer, the Paffages 
lefs flippery, and more contracted, and 
consequently lefs fit for theEgrefs of the 
Infant. Strong Pains too are oftentimes 
an Hindrance, when they have occafioned 
fo much Lofs of Strength, that the Wo
man can bear but little Fatigue. One or 
more of thefe Caufes renders the Operati
on difficult and dangerous; but efpecially 
the Smallnefs of the Pelvis, and the more 
than ordinary Curve of it; the promi
nent Part of the lo weft Pert ehr a * of 

the

* Lowes F ertebra of the Loins, and the upper- 
moft of the Os Sacrum, and not the Os Sacrum a- 
lone, as Dr. Plowbray, Mr. Oiffard, and others call
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the Loins being fo great, as to leave too 
little Space between that and the Os Pu
bis-, in which Cafe it is with great Diffi- 
culty that the Hand can be introduced, 
and harder füll to come at the Infant’s 
Legs ; especially if the Posture of the 
Child be againf you. But the work Hin
drance of all is, when with great Pains 
you have turned the Child, and brought 
it to the Head ( tho’ in ever fo right a 
Position, which is always to be regarded) 
it flicks there, and will not pafs at all, or 
not without the greater Difficulty.

This unhappy Make of fome Wo
men is the Cause of many terrible La
bours. Some of the Sex are this Way fo 
very unfortunate, that it is impoffible for 
them to have a Child born without the 

this Process. Alfo in fome Subjects, the Os Pubis is 
of fuch a Formation, as to leave very little Space 
between it and the Vertebra before mentioned. This 
improvement I acknowledge I owe to that excellent 
Anatomin Dr. James Douglas, who has found the 
Faits thus difpofed in a dead Body ; lìnee which I 
have obferved the fame in another. '

c 3 Help
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Help of Art, or even with Art to have 
a lining one, unlefs the Child be extreme
ly fmall made, if I may fo fpeak, to fuit 
with the bad Form of its Mother, and 
The too have an Artifi with her very early 
in her Labour.

The Make and Conformation of the 
Woman, as to her Bones and the Shape of 
her Body in general, but particularly as 
to the Parts concerned in forming the 
Pelvis, and not the Obliquity of the 
Womb (which Daventer lays the whole 
Strefs upon) is the common Caufe of 
bad Labours, and the Neceffity of Art.

IN regard to the Infant, the Difficulty 
of Turning a Child is more or lefs, ac
cording as the Feet lie at a lefs or greater 
Distance from the Mouth of the Womb; 
according as the Child turns with its 
Knees up towards its Belly, wholly bend
ing that way ; or as it bends backwards, 
with its Heels turned to the Back, and 

perhaps
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perhaps near the Head. In the former 
Posture, the Child more eafily bends 
round, and the Feet are foon brought 
down into the Vagina ; whereas in the 
latter, it is bent with Difficulty, and the 
Feet are hard to be brought down. As 
in fome Subjects, the Child is turned with 
the greatef Eafe, and in very little Time ; 
fo in others it is not to be performed 
without much Difficulty, and more 
Time. In this, more Force is required, 
the Mother fuffers accordingly, and the 
Child is hazarded both as to its Life and 
Limbs. Another Difficulty arifing from 
the Child, is the Largenefs of it, when it 
is too big for its Mother, either by a na
tural Make, or by its being dropßcal in 
the Head, or any other Part. But to 
come to the Matter in hand, namely the 
Manner of Turning a Child. 

-

The firf thing to be done, is to lay 
the Woman in a proper Pofture, ^iz. 
with her Shoulders very low, and her 

C 4 Hips



This being done, it will be eafy to 
perceive what Part offers firft. If it be 
the B: eaß or Belly, unlef the Child bends 
backwards, with its Legs turned behind 
you will foon find the Knees. Whatever 
the Posture is, you are (with as little

: :
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Hips railed high, her Knees held up and 
kept wide afunder, and her Heels drawn 
up towards the Nates. Which Posture 
is abfolutely neceffary, when any part of 
the Child is to be returned; and always 
the bef ; though sometimes I have, in a 
well-made Woman performed the Ope
ration as The lay on her Side. In this 
Posture the Womb, with the Child, will 
fall back by its own Weight, the Child 
will be more easily returned (if yet in 
the leas advanced) and the Hand may be 
palled with more Eafe and Expedition, 
which is now gently to be introduced, 
being firs anointed with Oil, Pomatum, 
Axungia, or something fmooth and flip- 
pery, to facilitate its Paffage.
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Force as poflible) to fearch for the Feet ; 
when you have found one, the great Foe 
thereof will foon fatisfy you to which 
Foot it belongs, whereby you will be di- 
reded on which Side to fearch for the 
other. If it fhould lie fo near that you 
can get the Feet clofe together, it is bell 
(if poflible) to take them both between 
your Fore and Middle Fingers, one pla
ced behind above the Heel, and the other 
upon the Inftep ; I fay, if you can com
mand both : and then draw them down 
into the Vagina (which,the Toe being 
towards the Child’s Belly, in a Woman 
well made, I have often done) fo low, 
that you may add the Affiftance of the 
other Hand. It is much the bes to fe- 
cure both Legs; but when I could get 
only one, without giving the Mother too 
much Pain, and have found the remain
ing Leg lying toward the Infant’s Belly, 
I have brought the Child away by one 
Leg, with the additional Affiftance of 
two Fingers in the Groin, when the Child

was
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was so far advanced, as to allow it. In 
this Cafe it is more advifable to leave 
the fécond Leg in the faid Pofture, than 
to attempt advancing it; because if it 
be not entirely brought down, but left 
in the Paflage, there will be danger of 
Fracturing the Child’s Thigh, and the 
Woman mus endure more Pains; which 
once happened in my own Practice.

A s foon as you have the Legs, you are 
to take them in a Cloth, and draw them 
gently down, ever obferving that rhe Toes 
of the Child be turned towards the Mo
ther s Back, that when it comes to the 
Head, the Chin may not hick or hang 
upon the Os Pubis, as with the Face 
turned that way, it mus do. If the Feet 
do not at firs come this way, the Child 
is gently to be turned as you draw it, f0 
that before the Head arrives at the Bones 
the Face may lie right. But even this’ 
Care will not (in some Women) prevent 
the infant from flicking at the Hca^ As

rhe
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the Child, being drawn gently, advances, 
you are to fhift your Hands from the 
Legs to the Lhighs, and as foon as the 
Nates are discharged, you are then to 
draw no more at the Thighs but with a 
foft Linen Cloth round the Waiß, and 
with Hold above the Hips, always be- 
ing particularly careful that the Force 
be not great enough to ftrain the Back 
of the Child.

THE moft unhappy Circumstances 
that occur in this way of Delivery pro
ceed either from a disproportionate Large- 
nefs of the Head, or from its being 
more oßißed than ordinary ; for the 
Heads of fome Children are much more 
firm and oßified than others. (And hence, 
by the by, we may fee the great Ufe 
of the Fontanelle, or opening of the 
Bones of the Skull in Infants, that the 
Bones may by that means ride as it were 
over one another in the Birth, and fo 
leffen the Magnitude of the Head, for 

its
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its easier Exit.) Or from a Screightnes 
of the Pafage, for which Reafons the 
Head flicks at or upon the Os Pubis, 
and the protuberant Part or Procefs of 
the lower Vertebra of the Loins before- 
mentioned. But to return ; I fay, the 
Child is to be drawn gently down, till 
advanced to the Arm-pits, or there
abouts, when the Arms are to be fetched 
one at a time, by the Fingers of the 
Hand on that Side ; then a Finger or 
two of the Left Hand is to be put in
to the Infant’s Mouth, whilft the Child 
is gently drawn with the Right, ftirring 
the Head a little to and fro, that it may 
pafs quick ; by which means, with the 
joint Concurrence of a little Help at the 
Mouth (all the ocher Part of the Left 
Hand, and part of the Right drawing 
down, and the Fore and Middle Fingers 
moving the Head a little) the Operation 
is generally performed with mall Pain 
to the Mother, and manifefl Safety to the 
CbiU. When the Child is advanced to

the
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the Head^ it is more proper for the Wo
man to be turned on her Side, becaufe 
thus the Left Hand has more Freedom, 
and there is then no Preffure on the 
the Point of the Os Coxygis.

I h a V E turned fome hundred Chil
dren, now living, and feveral of them 
advanced to an adult Age. Indeed at 
my firft fetting out, and for fome Years 
after, this Operation often proved diffi
cult to me, even in thofe Cafes which 
I now can, and have upwards of twenty 
Years laf paf been able to perform with 
great Eafe; which Thews, that in this, 
as in all other Arts and Manual Opera
tions whatever, much Practice and Care 
are required in every Practitioner, who 
would arrive at the perfect Maftery of it.

I would be far from being thought 
to advance, that the Turning of Chil
dren is equally eafy in all Postures ; 
for it is far otherwise. Thus when the

Navel



Navel presents, the Feet indeed are eafily 
and readily found, and the Child is bent 
the right way ; but when the Shoulders 
or Spine happen to come first, the Feet 
lie far out of the way, and even when 
come at, are not without great Difficulty 
brought forwards ; and if drawn back
wards, are ill-fetch’d down, and both 
the Mother and Child fuffer greatly. 
Much more Force or Violence is in this > 
Cafe required, and the Artif himfelf has 
but a hard Task.

A N Arm presenting, and advanced as 
far as the Axilla or Arm-pit, is not to be 
returned, but the Hand is to be paffed * 
(which as Daventer juftly obferves *, 
is often found to penetrate with more 
eafe when the Arm hangs down, than 
when the fame is thruf back again) and 
the Feet to be fought for ; which when

* Midwifery improved, p. 194 
/

found.
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found, the Arm (tho‘ it were to be wished 
it was not fo fallen) will prove no very 
great Hindrance in turning the Child. 
Hence we may fee, that the old way of 
cutting * or twißing off + an Arm thus 
advanced, and not to be returned, which 
was always formerly attempted, is but bad. 
Practice ; though of the two, I muf 
confefs the latter Way to be the bed. Nor 
is there any Excufe for the Folly of dip
ping the Infant’s Hand thus hanging out 
of the Womb in Cold Water, rubbing it 
with Ice, or touching it with a wet 
Cloth, which fome ignorant Midwifes 
practise, in hopes that the Child, upon 
perceiving the Cold, will prefently draw 
it in again ; becaufe the Child is fo much 
compreffed and ftreightened in the Padage 
by this vicious Pollute, that it is impof- 
fible for it to draw it in again. Befides, 
the Weight of the Infant’s Body, which

* Vid. Ambrof. Parei Op. Lib. xxiii. cap. 26.
+ Chamberlen’s Mauriceau, p. 204.

bears
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bears downwards on the Arm, will effectu- 
ally hinder it.

Some Writers advife, that the Infant 
should in this Cafe be fetched away by 
the Head-, but this, as Dionis obferves *, 
and as I myfelf have experienced, is im- 
poffible ; becaufe the Os Dincee, or Mouth 
of the Womb, which is dilated but juft 
enough to give way to the Child’s 
Arm, will fcarcely admit of the Ope
rator’s Hand, much lefs will it fuffer the 
Infant’s Head to pafs. The fame Author 
tells us +, that he laid feveral Women 
in this Circumftance, and always fuc- 
ceeded when he turned the Children and 
brought them away by the Feet, as I 
have here directed; but that whenever 
he attempted to do it by the Head, he 
had always a great deal of Trouble, and 
was fure to be difappointed at laft.

* Pag. 229. 1 Id, Ibid.

I ONCE
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I once (as maybe feen in Cafe XXV.) 
delivered a poor Woman, where the 
Child’s Arm had been eighteen Hours in 
the World, and much fwell’d by the long 
time, and the Ignorance of the Midwife, 
who pulled violently at the Arm every 
Pain; not knowing that it was altogether 
impoffible to extract a full grown Infant 
by that Method. The Mother is still liv
ing, as also the Child, which is about 
feven teen Years old.

OPERATORS in Midwifery cannot pof- 
fibly be too cautious in the Ufe of Inftru- 
ments, nor can they take too great care in 
informing themfelves whether the Infants, 
on whom they intend to exercife them, 
are certainly dead or not, as will appear 
from the following miserable Inftance. 
There was lately living a Man, whofe 
Arm was thus cut of before his Body 
or any other Part but that Arm was 
born, by a Surgeon and Man-Midwife

D lately
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lately deceas’d, who doubtless, took the 
Child for dead: But finding it by its bleed
ing to be alive, which be did not in the 
leaf expect, he flopped the Flux of 
Blood, and the Child (as before men
tioned) lived to be a Man. But what a 
lamentable Profpect muft it be to the 
Standers by, not to mention the poor ten
der-hearted Mother, to fee a Child thus 
brought into the World a Cripple, with 
one Arm lopped off through Miflake !

But to proceed. I cannot by any 
means allow the Arms to remain above, 
and fo to be extracted with the Head, 
which was Daventer's conftant Practice * : 
The Force to the Mother is thus ren
dered much greater, and the Hazard in 
regard to the Infant the fame, if not 
much more. For the Head may thus

* Pag. 230. In which he is follow’d by Dr. Mow- 
bray, p. 265. Though the former owns he in this 
proceeds contrary to the Opinion of all Authors to 
him known ; and the latter profeffes to act in di- 
rec Oppofition to moft Writers.

flick



On MIDWIFERY. 5 I 
îtick upon the Bones, and the Child’s 
Neck be drawn, that is, the Vertebrce di
vided. The Arms can be no poffible Se
curity; for it is not, as Daventer ad
vances *, that the Head is taken hold of 
by the Mouth of the Womb, by that 
fixed, and there kept up ; but by the 
Bones : And I am furprized that the 
Author here mentioned fhould affert, the 
Child’s Safety confifts in leaving the 
Arms to come with the Head, it being 
quite otherwife. For the Artif now draw
ing with greater Force, which is abfo- 
lutely required in this way of extracting, 
may be eafily deceived; and that Mo
ment when he expects the Child, he 
may draw its Neck : Whilf in the other 
Way, the Arms being down, he has the 
Infant’s Neck in his Hand, and confe- 
quently can better judge of the Force 
ufed, and thereby be able to treat it 
with the greater Tendernefs.

* Pag. 231.

D 2 SINCE
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S I N c e (as I faid before) the Head is 
as liable to flick upon the Bones, when 
the Arms are left, as when they are 
not ; the Cafe, I think, is plain on my 
Side. But, to put the Matter beyond 
Difpute, I at one time, out of too great 
Regard for Da-venter, took this Me
thod, till I found what I mention, -viz^ 
that the Head of the Child, though the 
Face lay exactly right, might flick upon 
the Bones: For when after the ufe of pro
per Strength, the Child was not born 
(as I had Reafon to expect it would) I 
thought I found fomething give way, 
and fufpected it to be the Child’s Neck ; 
upon which I forbore, and fetched down 
the Child’s Arms, and found upon Ex
amination that the Vertebræ were divided. 
I then put two Fingers of my Left Hand 
into its Mouth, and had the Head im
mediately. Now, had I continued draw
ing this Child, the Head would doubt- 
lefs have been wholly divided from the 

Body ;
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Body ; and muf afterwards have been 
fetched away by itfelf.

THE Woman indeed had been fo 
long in Labour, that the Child’s Life 
was before defpair’d of ; but had this 
Method been taken very early, and the 
Child been in full Strength, it would 
certainly have been the fame. I hall 
only obferve farther, that I returned to 
my former Practice, and from that time 
formed a Refolution never to hazard ano
ther Child this way; unleß, which will 
fometimes be the Cafe, a fmall Child 
(and fo a Part in proportion) comes 
very eafily, and with the ufe of little 
Force ; for then I continue to draw gent
ly, and find no occafion to flop or fetch 
down the Arms. This is generally done 
when the Second Child, in Cafe 'Twins, 
is taken by the Feet immediately, after 
the Birth of the Firft,

D 3 I H AV E
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I have before faid, that it is beft, 
if you can, to take both the Feet at 
once between your Fingers ; but this is 
not always, nor indeed very often, to be 
done. You may bring one Foot into 
the Vagina, then flip a Fillet with a 
running Noofe above the Joint ; this 
done, and the Foot fecured, but not 
confined, you are to endeavour to find 
the other (to which that already brought 
down, will be a Direction) paffing your 
Fingers up to the Groin, unlefs the Foot 
meets you in the way ; and bring that 
down alfo.

Though it is much the bef way 
to have both the Feet, yet fometimes 
when with great Difficulty I have had 
one only, rather than give freth Pain to 
the Woman already much fatigu’d before 
I came to her, I have fometimes left the 
other Leg, and drawn the Child by one, 
obferving to pafs a Finger into the Groin, 

when
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when so far advanced ; and this I have 
done with Safety ; nor have I ever had 
a Dißocation of the Thigh-Bone by this 
Means, or any confequent Lamenefs of 
the Parr. But as the Force in this Cafe 
is greater to the Woman, it ought not 
to be done, if, without too much Pain, 
the other Foot can poffibly be brought 
down.

I N this way of Delivery, Care is to be 
taken that the Child lies as little in the 
Palfage as poffible, efpecially when far 
advanced, left it be loft, either by the 
Stagnation of the Blood in the Navel- 
ßring, now expofed in fome meafure to 
Cold, or by the Placenta being at this 
time fo much feparated, that very little 
Blood can pafs from the Mother to the 
Fœtus, fo as to keep up the Circulation ; 
for which Reafon the Child muft die, 
for want of receiving Air by the Mouth, 
to put the Lungs in Motion, and fo 
maintain the Circulation that way. Be-

D 4 fides,



fides, upon the Mother’s account, who 
muf needs be in great Pain, you ought 
to be as fpeedy in the Delivery as is 
confiftent with Safety.

WHEN it appears neceffary that a 
Child should be turned, the fooner it is 
done, the better ; before the Parts are 
much swelled, and become dry by the 
Lofs of the Wat erand the Woman’s 
Strength is too much exhaufted.

WHEN there are any of the Hindrances 
already mentioned in this Chapter, the 
Work will often prove difficult, and, 
with fome Women impoffible. Yet 
where a Woman is well made, and the 
Vagina receives the Hand, where the 
Pelvis is large, the Bones fmooth, and 
the Spirits not yet exhaufted, it may 
be performed without much Pain or 
Delay. But when the Paflages are nar
row, and the Loweft Vertebra of the 
Loins, and the Upper Vertebra of the Os

Sacrum»
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Sacrum, jet fo much forwards as to leave 
too fmall a Space between that Protube
rance and the Os Pubis, it is extremely dif
ficult to come at the Feet ; and in a bad Po- 
fition of the Child, fometimes impoffible, 
without too much Violence to theWoman. 
When the Membranes are not yet broken 
(as it happens to fome who have been 
a considerable time in Labour) cr the 
Waters but lately loft, when the Child 
is not very large in proportion to the 
Parts through which it muft pafs, and 
its Feet eafy to be come at, the Knees 
lying upon, or near the Belly ; this Ope
ration may be performed with great 
Eafe by an experienced Artift, with little 
Pain (far lefs than in common natural 
Labours) and perfect Safety both in refpect 
to the Mother and Child-.

Ï HAVE this way delivered Num
bers in a few Minutes, without Hurry, 
or the leaft Appearance of Hafte or 
Rafhnefs, and with very little Pain ; as 

many
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many Perfons can attef at, and Several 
Miles round Halßed in EJex.

N o w, though I often turn Children 
which prefent with the Head ; this is 
not to be underftood of true natural 
Labours, in which by the Force of ge
nuine Pains, when the Woman is of a 
juft Make, and the Child in a good 
Pofture, the Head falling down into the 
Pelvis, and advancing a little every Pain, 
Nature itfelf will do the Work with 
common Affiftance. This is indifpu- 
tably the fafeft and moft happy Labour ; 
and no one can well be ignorant what 
this common Affiftance and proper At
tendance is. Thofe, whoever, that are, 
may fee it in Daventer, Mauriceau, Mow- 
bray, and others; my Defign being to 
treat of fuch Labours only as require 
Art.

W hen there are livo Children in 
the Womb, or three (which once I met 

with)
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with) after the firft is born, I fee no 
manner of Rcafon for, but againß wait
ing the Courfe of -Nature, and the Force 
of the Mother’s Pains. The Moment one 
Child is brought away, and given to 
thofe in waiting, the Artiji is to pafs his 
Hand (which may now be done without 
much Pain) and break the Membranes, 
if not yet broken, and fo bring the other 
Child away by the Feet. This is a fafe and 
eafy way, there being then Room to turn 
the Child in whatever Pofture it may 
chance to lie, without the leaf Vio
lence to it or the Mother. No ima
ginable Harm, that I fee, can accrue 
from this Method ; but the Woman will 
have a clear Womb, be immediately freed 
from Pain, and laid to Reft, and the In
fant much more fecure than if it runs 
the Hazard of a tedious Stay, which is 
oftentimes protracted even to the Space of 
twenty-four Hours or longer, between 
Child and Child. I am not a little 
pleas’d to find Dr. Mon;bray agree with

me



60 TREATISE
me exactly in this Point, and advife this 
Manner of proceeding, in almof the fame 
Words ufed by me on this Occafion. « I 
" would fetch, fays he, the fécond Child 
« by the Feet, in Cafe the fécond Flood- 
" tng is not yet over, and that notwith- 
" standing the Head should prefent it’s 
« felf firft » *.

O N the contrary, the poor Sufferer, 
after (lie has gone through the Fatigue of 
one Labour, and that perhaps a very 
hard one, and is much fpent for want of 
Reft, will, inftead of that Refrefhment 
and inexprefible Satisfaction that may a- 
rife from her Pain, Danger and Sufpenfe 
being over, have them all continued and 
increafed by a fécond Labour. Weak 
and haraffed as The is, The muft be ftill 
obliged to go through a freth Conflict, 
with all its Accidents and Concomitants; 
which will greatly endanger her Health

* Pag. 267. Where by the Flooding he muft 
mean the Flowing of the Waters.

and
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and Strength, and make a much longer 
Time neceffary for her Recovery. But 
the worft of all, and which too often / 
happen in this Cafe, are Floodings, which 
generally prove of fatal Confequence. 
But thefe fhall be the Subject of another 
Chapter.

IT very often falls out, that (after the 
Birth of the first) the fécond Child falls 
crofs, or in fome wrong Polture, and that 
after the Waters have been long loft, the 
Parts contractedand the Woman has been 
much weakened. There is then an abfolute 
Neceffity of bringing the Child away by 
the Feet. How much better then would 
this have been done at firf ? Nor are the 
many Instances that may be brought, of 
Women and their Offspring doing well 
(tho’ there happens to be a considerable 
Distance of Time between the Birth of 
them) a juf Objection againft this Me
thod, all things duly weighed and confi- 
dered.

SOME-



SOMETIMES, and very often in
deed, it falls out, that the Navel-Stri?ig is 
twisted twice round the Neck of the 
Child ; fo that when it advances in a 
right Pofition, and is born as far as the 
ShoulderI immediately order the Wo
man next me on the Side I ufually deli
ver the Child from me, which is the 
Left, to pafs the Sciffars (carefully avoid
ing any hurt to the Child) under one of 
the Involutions, and cut the String, not 
suffering the Child to advance any farther 
before this be done. For were the Infant 
to be wholly born, it would hazard the 
breaking of the String, poflibly and 
mof likely at the Placenta, and there
by render the Extraction lefs eafy ; 
or, which is much worfe, rudely tear 
off the Placetita, which should be cau- 
tioufly and gently feparated ; or perhaps 
pull down the Fundus Uteri, and fo invert 
the Matrix ; which is a Cafe I have fe- 
veral times met with after the Practice of 

rough
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rough and ignorant Midwives ; which 
may ferve as a Warning toothers, how 
they pull at the String without a Hand 
in the Womb to feparate and help to ex- 
tract the Placenta.

No w on the other hand ; the dividing 
of the String, as here directed, can be at
tended with no bad Confequence ; for 
that part of it which is left upon the 
Child may be eafily held at the Extre
mity, or elfewhere, between a Finger 
and Thumb, by the Perfon in whofe Lap 
the Child happens to lie, till, by another, 
the String can be conveniently tied.

And here I have an Opportunity of 
observing that mof Midwives (efpecially 
in the Country) ufually tie the String at 
too great a Diftance from the Child’s 
Belly, and thereby occafion a Weaknefs 
or Rupture of that Part ; which in Fe
males oftentimes proves of bad Confe- 
quence, especially when they come to 

bear
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bear Children themfelves. I am inclined 
to be of Opinion, that this is fometimes 
the Caufe of Umbilical Ruptures; it seems 
to me at lead to be no improbable Con- 
jecture. However, I fhall leave it to be 
determined by better Judges. It is very 
certain, that more than two Inches of 
the String itfelf from the Navel (which 
at this time generally jets out a little) is 
unneceffary; whereas I have commonly 
known Midwives leave Five or Six.

CHAP.
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CHAP. III.

Of the Placenta, or After-Birth.

H E Placenta, or Ajter-Pirth, 
by fome Authors called the 
Hepar Uterinum, is never to 
be left to be (hut up in the

Womb, whether the Labour has been na
tural or not : And I have the Satisfaction 
of finding Dr. Mowbray recommending 
this Practice. « This, Jays he, is to be 
" done with all imaginable Speed after 
“ the Child is born, even before the Na- 
“ ^el-String is cut ; becaufe the Womb 
« immediately contracts itfelf, fo that 
“ this cannot be accomplished afterwards, 
“ without great Difficulty, p. 220 ” I ne- 
ver fuffer the Womb to close before it is 
relieved of its Contents: For the Mo
ment the Child is born I flip my Kight 
Hand into the Womb (at which time the 

E Parts,
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Parts, on account of their great Dilata
tion, will allow of it without Force or 
Pain) and gently with it affif in extract- 
ing the Placeiita. By this Method no 
Mifchief can happen; but the Cake may, 
without it, fo adhere to the Fundus Uteri> 
as not to be extracted without the Affif- 
tance of the Hand, which cannot after
wards be paffed without great Trouble 
and freth Pain. There may also be a 
Falfe Conception in the Womb; nay even 
another Child, efpecially if it be emaciated.

This had been the Cafe of a Wo
man I once delivered (now living at 
Halßed) had not I taken the Method 
here mentioned ; for one Child was born 
by Natural Pains, and the Flacentai I 
found, would very eafily have followed : 
But the, without my Affiftance, would in 
all Probability have been put to Reft, 
with an emaciated Child in her Womb, 
and its diftinct Placenta, which I found, 
and immediately brought away.

My
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M Y Method is, to give the Child away 
immediately, and pafs my right Hand, as 
before mentioned, to prevent the Uterus 
from clofing on the Placenta. At which 
time the Woman, probably lying on her 
Side, is to be turned on her Back, that I 
may have the Advantage of the preffure of 
my other Hand on her Body, for the more 
eafy extracting the Placenta. To pre
vent cold, I order the String to be cut im
mediately, and its Extremity to be held . 
for there can be no impetus in the Blood 
fufficient for forcing its way in the Vef- 
fels, which may not be ftopt by the leaf 
preflure. Nor can I imagine, fuppofing 
it let go for a Minute, that the Lofs of 
a fmall Quantity of Blood would be at- 
tended by any bad Confequence ; perhaps, 
on the contrary, fuch a moderate Lofs 
might prevent Convulfions, &c< But I 
leave this to the Consideration of better 
Judges.

E 2 DIONIS
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DIONIS tells us, p. 189. « That 
if \hç.AJter-Birth in an Abortion, at the 
End of two or three Months, comes not 
away, it is not worth while to be con
cerned at it ; for it is not big enough 
to occasion any mortal Symptons. ” 

But I mull beg leave to be of the contra
ry Opinion; as having in these Mifcar- 
riages frequently obferved great and dan
gerous Floodings, and other bad Symptoms 
to arife from a Retention of the AJter- 
Burden. Nor would I advife any one 
to truft to its coming away of its own 
accord, or to leave the Expulsion of it to 
Nature, as this Author feems to hint.

But to return : A Midwife who is 
not thus careful to introduce her Hand, 
but only takes what comes away of it 
felf, may probably leave fomething be
hind, to the great Peril and Prejudice of 
the Woman. The remaining Pains are 
oftentimes imperfect, and fo pafs under 
the Denomination of After-P^ins, till a 

bad
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bad Fever is kindled, or Floodings are oc- 
cafioned ; both which generally prove fa
tal, and might have been prevented by 
this Method, which was alfo F)aventer,3i 
as may be fecn in his Treatife *, and 
which I believe is the prefent Fradice of 
the greateft Masters in the Profeffion.

Nor are the Examples of many Wo
men doing very well under the Manage
ment of fuch Midwives as never pafs the 
Hand, any Objection to this Method, 
fince no one was ever hurt by it, but 
thoufands on the contrary have fuffered, 
nay died, by the Omiffion thereof.

I T may be neceffary perhaps in this 
Place to add a Word or two concerning 
the Operation itfelf. The Hand (as be
fore directed) being introduced into the 
Uterus the Moment the Child is born, the 
F lac ent a, if already loofened from the

* Chap. XXVIII.

E 3 Matrici
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Matrix, will eafily fall down into it, 
(which muf lie juft within the Mouth 
of the Womb) and by that Means 
may be eafily grafped by one Hand, whilft 
you draw the String a little with the o- 
ther: This will bring it down immedi
ately ; but before you do this, it is bed, 
tho’ the Cake does not adhere, to pafs 
your Hand fo far, as to be affured that 
there is nothing more remaining. If it 
does adhere, you are very gently, and by 
degrees, to feparate the Part from the 
Matrix with your Fingers, and when 
loofened , draw the String gently, and 
keep all contained (as it were) before the 
Hollow of the Hand, in the Womb, leav
ing nothing behind. This is to be done, 
if you are at the Birth of the Child; and 
in cafe you are fent for after the Child is 
born, the Hand muf then be introduced 
as here directed, and the fame Method 
taken.

ï H AVE
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I have often been called many 
Hours after the Birth of the Child, and 
when the String has been broken off at, or 
near the Placenta. This indeed is a very 
great Difadvantage ; not that the Navel- 
String (as fome may imagine) is any Direc
tion or Guide, but becaufe when the 
Placenta is loofened, it is of fome Help 
in the Extraction. It is not, I confefs, 
fo eafily taken away whole by the Hand 
only ; but "nevertheless it may thus with 
care be done well, and with Safety.

One great and common Caufe of bad 
Labour is the Woman’s being put upon 
it too early, whereby The is often much 
haraffed, and her Strength fo loft by un
profitable Pains, that when The comes to 
be fairly and truly in Labour, her Pains, 
from a Defect of Spirits, cannot rife to a 
Height fufficient for Delivery, tho’ the 
Make of the Woman and Pofture of the 
Child should happen to favour it. So

E 4 that



that by this Means, that which otherwise 
might have been an eafy and natural La
bour, is rendered other wife, and Art is 
forced to fupply the Place of TAature.

THE Midwife fometimes cannot 
diftinguifh Genuine Pains from Spu
rious ones; they are often mixed to
gether, and many Women have fuch for 
more than a Month’s Time before their 
Delivery, as much refemble true Labour. 
Here a Midwife being fent for, shall fre- 
quently, without proper Enquiry (that 
by the Touch I mean) encourage these 
Pains by Hot Suppings, Clyßers, Cordial 
Medicines, a warm Room, &c. and fo 
bring on untimely Labour, to the great 
Hazard, and fometimes Lofs of both the 
Mother and Child.

N o Woman whatever should be put 
upon her Labour before the Os Tinche 
or inner Orifice of the Womb, dilates 
and opens itself. I have been often call

ed
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ed in at the ßxth, feventh, and eighth 
Month, when the fmall Efforts, Nature 
has at that time made, and the Spurious 
Pains have been fo far heightened by at
tempting to bring on the Labour, that the 
Mouth of the Womb has been fo much 
dilated, as to give an eafy Admittance to 
my Hand. Yet there being no Flux from 
the Uterus, I always chofe rather to quiet 
my Patients by proper Anodynes, and or
der them to keep their Beds, by 
which Means they have gone their full 
time, and been at laf happily delivered. 
This should ever be done when there are 
no Floodings, Conuuljions, or other threa
tening Symptoms, which call for a fpeedy 
and immediate Delivery.

CHAP.
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CHAP, IV.

Of FLOODINGS.

LOODINGS proceed from 
a Separation of the Placenta 
either in Whole or in Part, 
from the Uterus. As both the 

Vüns and Arteries of the Placenta are 
fuppofed to inosculate with those of the 
Uterus ; it is plain to every Capacity, that 
their Separation, muf neceffarily be fol
lowed by this Discharge, and that it can
not be flopped till the Mouths of thefe 
Veffels are contracted, which cannot be, 
as long as the Womb is diftended with its 
Contents. So that at what Time foevcr 
of Pregnancy a Woman happens to be 
afflicted with Floodings, The muf be de- 
livered; especially if they come to any 

great
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great Degree, and (as for the moft part 
it happens) the Mouth of the Womb 
is dilated; that is, if it will eafily re- 
ceive two Fingers. Nothing in this Cafe 
but timely Delivery, by which, e’re it be 
too late, the gaping Vesfels may contract 
themfelves, can promife the lead Safety,

From the Want of this many fatal 
Hœmorrhages have happened, in which 
near the whole Mafs of Blood has been 
exhausted. Few Midwives are fufficient« 
ly apprifed of this unhappy Symptom, 
which calls loudly for the bef Advice 
and Affiftance, as being a Rock on which 
many of the Sex are loft.

Floodings after Delivery are ve ■ 
ry frequent, even when the Delivery is 
compleat, and nothing remains behind. 
This may proceed from separating the 
Placenta too haftily, from the Patient’s 
being much heated in a long and hard 
Labour, from the Blood’s being rendered 

too
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too hot and thin by Volatiles, and other 
ftrong Medicines, given in Labour, in 
order to fupport the Spirits, or from a ve
ry fanguine and Plethoric Constitution, as 
likewise from too great a Laxity or Re
laxation of the Fibres. I fay, that Flood~ 
ings may, and oftentimes do happen when 
nothing is left in the Womb : But when 
there is either a false Conception, or part 
of the Placenta remaining, Nature will 
doubtless endeavour to expel it, and this 
muf in Courfe force the Blood out of 
the Veffels, whofe Orifices are not yet 
clofed. They are alfo occasioned by long 
and hard Labour ; the Fibres of the 
Womb are thereby in a great meafure 
grown unelaflick, and deprived of their 
‘Ione or Power of Contraction: So that 
much Room remaining within, whill 
perhaps the Os Tinea is ftreightened , 
large Clods fhall be formed, which will 
necefarily occafion Distention and Pain. 
One Clod again being expelled, the Vef

fels
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fels will foretimes bleed a-new, and form 
freth ones.

I F from more than ordinary Pain, it 
is reasonable to fufpect any thing remain
ing, it is proper to make Enquiry by the 
’Touchy and, if poffible, to fetch it away. 
If this cannot be done, that is, if there is 
no Dilation of the Os Tinea, then proper 
Medicines are to be given, in order to fa
cilitate the Expulsion, and stay the Flux, 
whilft the Woman is kept cool.

When the Difcharge is very great, 
it requires the moft immediate Afir- 
tance, or the unhappy Woman, now juft 
delivered, freed from her Pains and Fears, 
and flushed as it were with new Life, 
will be infalliby loft. In this Cafe I ne
ver bleed, but lay the Patient very cool, 
almoft naked, and cover her Body with 
Cloths dipped in IVater, or Vinegar and 
ÌVater mixed. This I fay muft be done 
when the Flux is extremely violent, and 

without
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without which the Woman’s Life would 
be loft in a few Minutes : It at once con- 
fringes and reftores the Tone of the 
tibrei and Vejfels of the Uterus, at the 
fame time that it abates the too violent 
Motion of the over-heated Blood. I 
beg Leave to recommend this Method, 
as what I am confident has faved the 
Lives of great Numbers in the Courfe of 
my Practice.

I h Av E given feveral Cafes of this 
fort, which I hope may prove fufficient 
to engage Female Practitioners to fend 
for fuperior Affiftance, when the Matter 
becomes too difficult for them. Daven^ 
ter considers the Delivery of a Fœtus in 
the Cafe of violent and dangerous Fluxes 
as the proper Bufinefs of a * Man Mid
wife. And Dr. Mowbray in his Female 
Physician, having given a fhort, but 
diftinct Account of Fluxes of Blood, and 
considered three feveral Caufes of that

* Chap. XXII.
Symptom,
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Symptom, and the Danger attending it, 
adds* : " Wherefore it is, that the re- 
‘ fpective Cures of thefe fundry Cafes 
“ belong only to the ablef Phyficians ; 
“ and that moil properly to him, who 
" profeffes and practises MIDWIFERY; 
" becaufe, when Medicinal Helps fail, 
" and cannot prevent Misfortunes, he 
" will at leaf know bef then, how to 
" compose and mitigate them, by de- 
« lifting the Woman, if Neceffity fo 
‘ require.”

’s " “

Those who want further informa
tion on this Subject, may confult Dr. 
Chamberlen^ Datent er, Dionis, and others, 
who have treated fully of it ; and there
fore I proceed to give an Account of fome 
remarkable Cafes and Obfervations that 
have occurred to me in Practice, and 
which I hope will prove ferviceable and 
advantageous to all fuch as make Mid
wifery their Profeffion.

Sect. 3. Chap. XIX.
CHAP.
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C H A P. V.

Cojitaining a variety of CASES, 
vohich illufrate and confirm the 
Methods above laid dovon.

CASE I.

An Untimely Dilatation of the Os Tincæ 
Reflored.

N the Year 17 1o, I was called 
to a Woman, who had very 
narrowly escaped with Life 
in fome of her former La

bours. I found the Mouth of the Womb 
fairly dilated, even enough to have al
lowed of the Hand, a large Water ga
thered, together with other ufual Symp
toms of a natural Labour. Her Pains 
indeed were but fhort and imperfect ; 
nor did they increase by the Administra- 
tion of Warm Suppings ; upon which I 

ordered
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ordered her to Bed, to take a compofing 
Draught, and keep quiet. Her Pains 
by this Means were wholly abated, the 
Os lincee in fome meafure contracted it 
felf, and she went three Weeks longer, 
which was her full time; and then had a 
kind and fpeedy Delivery.

CASE II.
4 couple of Infants loft by delaying De

livery.

AW Oman, who had been twice or 
thrice delivered by a Man, of 

Children that always prefented with the 
Head, which the Operator took a fetal 
Freedom with, viz. ufing the Hook, at laf 
sent for me early in Labour. I found the 
Mouth of the Womb fairly dilated, a 
large Water gathered, and the Pains true 
and good, whereby the Membranes were 
foon broken. The Child lay in a right 
Posture; but the Head preffing directly 
upon the Os Pubis, it made no Advance, 
though after a fair Trial of an Hour’s

F Pain,
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Pain, which was good, and not flow. I 
then propofed to deliver her, giving 
Hopes at the fame time of the Child, and 
promising to ufe no lnftrument ; but this 
was not yet allowed of, and fo I was 
forced to defift, till at laf the Woman 
began to grow weak, and the Pains a- 
bated of their Force. I had then Leave 
to act as I should think fit ; upon which 
I put the Woman into a proper Pofture, 

viz. with her Hips raifed higher than 
her Shoulders, and gently paffing my 
Hand into the Womb, I took the Child 
by the Pent, and fo deliver’d her in two 
or (three Minutes, with great Eafe and 
Safety ; but the Child was already dead 
by the long Delay. I attended her al- 
fo in a fécond Labour, which proved juft 
the fame : Upon which I declared, that it 
was my Opinion the Child might have 
been faved, had I been allowed to deliver 
her fome Hours fooner, and as foon as 
the M-Cìiìotcitics broke, or rather as foon 
as the Mouth of the Womb would admit

my
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my Hand. I had then a Promife both 
from herfelf and her Friends, that if 
ever I happened again to attend her in 
the like Cafe, I fhould proceed as my 
own Judgment directed. Accordingly, I 
was called a third time, and then in the 
fame manner delivered her eafily and 
happily of a living Child.

CASE III.
A Child prefenting with its Head, ex- 

traced by Art, after a long andfruit- 
lejs Waiting for the Force of Natural 
Pains.

GENTLEWOMAN of a very 
weak Constitution fell gradually 

and naturally into Labour ; the Mouth 
of the Womb was eafily and fairly di
lated, a good Water gathered, and the 
Child presented right ; but her Pains 
could not by any Encouragement be 
raifed to fuch a Height as to bring the 
Child into the World, or indeed break 
the Waters, whilf The could hardly be

F 2 fupported



fupported from fainting, though there 
was not the leaf Lofs of Blood to occa- 
lion it. Finding the Pains could not by 
Oil of Cinnamon (which, by the way, is 
one of the bef Medicines that can be 
given in this Cafe) and other proper Re
medies, be brought to give fufficientForce, 
or Stimulus I thought it neceffary to have 
recourse to Art^ and fo with great Eafe 
as well to my Patient as myfelf, paffed 
my Hand, and in one Minute delivered 
her of the Child. I likewise delivered 
her, at different times, of three more 
Children in the fame Manner, but did 
not wait fo long as at firft ; for finding 
the Parts would allow of it, I made no 
Delay, but delivered her as foon after 
my Arrival as I could make the neceffa
ry Preparations, and ever with Safety both 
to herfelfand Children, all which are now 
living.

CASE
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CASE IV.

An Infant advancing with its Head, and 
born as far as the Shoulders, but flick
ing there^ extradied.

N 1712 I was called to a Woman, 
who had lain ten or twelve Hours 

with the Head of the Child born as far 
as the Shoulders ; but the Midwife being 
ignorant, and the Pains going off, suffered 
the Infant to flop there. I immediately 
flipped my Fingers under the Arm-pits of 
the Child, and fo presently delivered her, 
with little or no Difficulty.

CASE V.

A Woman with her Belly hanging down 
fo far as to hinder the Hand from being 
pajfled into the Womb, how delivered.

WAS called to a Woman who had 
been long in Labour, and in very 

great Pain. The Midwife very frankly 
and honestly told me, that (he could not

F 3 poffibly
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poffibly come at the leaf Knowledge of 
any Part of the Child, or the Mouth of 
the Womb. Indeed it could not well be 
otherwife by the common Enquiry ; for 
I found her Belly (the Body of the Womb 
hanging quite over the Os Pubis ) like a 
large Bag extending itfelf almof down 
to her Knees, fo that though her Pains 
were very great, yet there was not the 
leaf Direction to the Vagina. I put her 
into a proper Posture, with her Shoulders 
laid low, and her Hips raifed high with 
Pillows : This done, her Body was held 
(or as it were thruft) up to her Breaft: 
I then pafled my Hand easily into the 
Womb, the Os Tinas being fufficiently 
dilated, and by turning the Child, deli
vered her in a few Minutes. But the 
Bones of this Infant were, I think, more 
brittle than ordinary ; for fetching down 
one of the Arms with my Finger,it fnapped 
like aPiece of Glajs. This Accident, I 
freely confefs, has three or four times 
happened in the Courfe of my Practice ;

and
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and it is carefully to be guarded again 
in fetching down the Arms, though they 
are eafily cured, because the Bones in 
this Infantile State are extremely foft and 
cartilaginous y and fo will eafily yield a 
Callus. This Woman was fo well, that 
at the end of three Weeks the walked a- 
bout four Miles to me, wi h the Child 
in her Arms, in order to have it dreffed.

CASE VI.
Another Infiance of the fame.

SOme Years after this, I was called 
to another Woman where the Cafe 

was nearly the fame, her Belly hanging 
down like the former, and her Pains 
having very little Force on, or Direction 
to the Vagina. This Woman I laid on 
her Side, and only order’d her Body to 
be prefled or born up in her Pains, 
which were true and ftrong ; upon which 
the Child pitched right for Birth, and the 
Woman was happily delivered in about an 
Hour’s time.

F 4 CASE
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CASE VIL
A Gentlewoman who died by Flooding, oc-< 

caftoned by her Delivery being delayed.

TH E Wife of a Clergyman, in the
Jeventb Month of her Pregnancy, 

had a fudden Difcharge of fome Ounces 
of Blood from the Womb. I being con- 
fulted, told her the Nature of the Cafe, 
and the Danger of it ; I advifed her to • 
bleed at the Arm, and order’d her fome 
Styptic and AJiringent Medicines; telling 
her at the fame time, that if the Flux 
should return in any confiderable Degree, « 
file must, if poffible, be delivered. This 
feemed very ftrange both to her felf and 
Husband. I then endeavoured to give 
them a true Knowledge of the Danger, 
that (when there should be a Return of 
the Diforder) I might be the more readi
ly allowed to do what should be neceffa- 
ry. Indeed, beyond my Expectation, the 
remained free from the threatening Symp
tom till within a few Days of her Ac-

count §
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count; but then it returned with greater 
Violence, and without Pain. I was fent 
for at four Miles Distance : When I 
came, the Flux was feemingly flopped, 
that is, it did not continue to appear, tho’ 
the Veffels were then bleeding: For the 
Blood coagulating, had for a while ob- 
ftructed and blocked up the Paffage. I 
declared that the could be fafe only by 

. Delivery, which should be perform’d im
mediately, in cafe the Mouth of the 
Womb would allow of it, which I hoped 
it would, and accordingly defired I might 
be permitted to make the Enquiry ; but 
that was not granted me. I then pro
nounced the Danger, and made a positive 
Prognojlick that, if fhe was not delivered 
immediately, or at the very next Return 
of the Flux, it would afterwards be too 
late to attempt it ; for the Flooding in 
courfe is ftill greater, as the Placenta is 
more feparated. I was defired to attend, 
and promifed upon the next Appearance, 
that I should have Liberty to do as 1 

judged
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judged proper : I waited for two whole 
Days, and was then obliged to go fome 
Miles distance upon other Bufinefs: I re- 
turned in lefs than three Hours, but too 
late; for during that time The was Seized 
with a violent Difcharge. From the vaf 
Quantity of Blood that was loft, the flow 
creeping Pulfe The had, and the Paintings 
and Convulßons which had Seized upon 
her, I declared it now impoflible for her 
to live, how happy foever I might be in 
the Operation, should I attempt it ; which 
yet, after this Prognoßic, at the joint Re- 
ques of herself, her Hufband and Friends, 
I could not well refufe ; nor indeed could 
I otherwife have anfwered it to my own 
Confcience. The Os Tinea was fully di- 
lated, and the Child but fmall ; %o that 
without theleaft Difficulty or Reflftance, 
I took the Child by the Feet, delivered 
her in lefs than one Minute, from the 
time of my approaching her Bed-Side 
of both Child and ^fter-Birth, which lay 
wholly separated, and the Child confe-

quently
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quently dead. I indeed expected her Death 
every Moment, but the lived two Hours, 
and then expired. It is very plain, this 
unhappy, wilful Lady was loft by not be
ing delivered fooner : And as Flooding is 
a Rock on which many of the Sex are 
caft away, I shall give a few more In- 
ftances, in order to warn them of the 
Danger.

CASE VIII.
A Woman who died by Flooding,/« Labour.

W as once called to a Woman, who 
at the time of her Account fell into 

violent FloodingSy with little or no Pains. 
When I came, The had loft a prodigious 
Quantity of Blood; and, the Mouth of 
the Womb being fully dilated, I introdu
ced my Hand, and taking the Child by 
the Feet, delivered her in a few Minutes 
with great Eafe, and without the Lofs of 
any more Blood in the Operation. She 
had, notwithftanding, frequent Faintings, 
tho’ all that could poffibly be given to re

pair
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pair the Lofs, and fupport her, as Chicken- 
Broth, Sack-Whey, proper Cordials, Ec. 
were administered : But it all proved to 
no purpose, for in about fix Hours time 
the expired.

case IX.
■/Inothei Inßance of the ßame.

SOON after this, I was called to ano
ther Woman, nearly in the fame

Cafe, whom I treated in like Manner; 
the too had paintings every two or three 
Minutes to a very great Degree, and of
tentimes indeed leemed quite gone. I 
confess, I wholly defpaired of her Life, 
but being of a strong and healthy Coniti- 
tution, the had the good Fortune to re- 
cover.

Though I could find no Means of 
Saving the Woman mentioned in the fore- 
going Cafe, I thought it my Duty to try 
what could be done for this. Dr. Mow- 
laay^ho cautions the Young Practitioner 

again ft
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againf going headlong to Work in Cafes 
of the greatef Danger, and would have 
him decline the Office, becaufe if the Wo
man dies under his Hands, he ma^ perhaps 
be blamed for the errand Midwife’s Faults ; 
or, at leaf, he will fcarce avoid the Cen- 
fure of the Ignorant and Malevolent * : 
adds however, that c he would but feldom 
« have Recourfe to this Hdvice 1, or fol- 
" low it himfelf notwitbßanding the word 
c Confequences of the Cafe-, fince as long
« as there is Life, there is Hope ; which, 
« though never fo little, he thinks himfelf 
« obliged to do what both Art and Nature
« command ; arid rather in all Conditions 
c of Life to attempt an uncertain Cure, 
c than abandon the Difreffed to certain 
« Death, as fome Politicians in Phyfcal 
« Affairs commonly do, who prize their 
« vain Reputation above the Life of their 
« Neighbour In this I heartily agree 
with him, having feen many Women re-

* Sect. V. Chap, XII. + Ibid.

cover,
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cover, even when not the leaf Glimpfe 
of Hope has appeared. After a proper 
Pro^noßic, I employ my bef Endea-
Yours; and where my Character was c- 
stablithed, it suffered but little, if at all, 
even when they proved ineffectual. In4 
deed where my Reputation has not been 
10 fecure, when I have been called too 
late, or the Cafe would admit of no Re- 
lief I have been loaded with malicious 
Reflections, and very foul Language by 
the Ignorant and Paflionate, who will 
make no Allowance for Circumstances. 
This was once fince I came to Town 
the only Reward I received for my La- 
bour. The greater Consolation I have 
under this inhumane undeferved Treat” 
mentis, that the mof considerable of the 

rofefion are frequently obliged to fit 
down patiently with the fame, after they 
have acted according to the Dictates of 
Conlgience, and the Rules of Art, and 
faithfully discharged the Truf réporea 
in them. I am refolved, however, to

prefer
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prefer the leaf Profpect of faving the 
Lives of Perfons, whom Providence di
rects to my Care, before any other Con- 
fideration. I lately knew an unhappy 
Instance of the fatal Effects attending an 
injudicious Fondness of Reputation, and 
a mean Fear of incurring the Difpleafure 
of fuch as judge only by their Pafjions 
and Prejudices. A fine young Lady, in 
Labour with her firft Child, was feized 
with a Flooding, and the Arm of the In
fant prefented itself. She immediately 
fent for a Phyfician, who had lately 
taken upon him to practise Midwifery 3 
but was fo little acquainted with the Arc, 
that he neglected the only thing neceffary 
in that Cafe, viz. a fpeedy Delivery, by 
turning the Child ; and employed re- 
ßringent or ßyptic Medicines. After 
fome Hours, another Gentleman was call
ed in, who had the Advantage of longer 
Practice, and a good Character. The 
Lady was now very much weakened ; 
and the Artist, apprehensive of her ex-

Piring
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piring under his Hands, or immediately 
after Delivery, which indeed but too 
often happens, would make no Attempt, 
but abandoned her to her approaching 
Fate. She lived feveral Hours after, and 
then died ; the Hemorrhage continuing. 
I am perfuaded it will be allowed by the 
beft Judges that, had The been immedi
ately delivered, her Life might have been 
faved. This happened at a considerable 
Town in Suffolk, about twenty Miles 
from Ipfwich. As I have no Defign of 
eftablifhing my own Character on the 
Ruins of that of another Man, I forbear 
being more particular. I hope the two 
Gentlemen concerned in this tragical 
Cafe will make a proper Ufe of this 
Hint. I received the Account from a 
worthy Matron, who was prefent during 
the whole Time.

CASE
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CASE X.

A Woman ivbo died by Flooding, three 
Weeks bejore her Account.

AWOman, who had fpoken to me 
to attend her, was taken within 

three Weeks of her Time with a fmall 
Difchargeof Blood from the Womb. Up
on this (as I afterwards heard) the fent for 
one of her Acquaintance, who being ig
norant of the Cafe, perfuaded her that 
there was no Danger. A while after she 
was attacked with a fécond Difcharge, at 
length with a third, and then I was fent 
for. I found her extremely weak, and 
flill Flooding, and was only told that (he 
was taken fo that Day, and that I was 
immediately called in. I declared that 
nothing could poffibly fave her Life but 
by delivering her ; and was indeed in hopes 
that That would. The Mouth of the 
Womb being wholly relaxed and dilated, 
7 took the Child by the Feet, and deliver- 
ed her with much Eafe, in two or three 

G Minutes,



Minutes; but the Moment the was deli
vered, the expired. I then bega to fuf- 
pect that there had been home Conceal
ment; and raxing thofe who were about 
her with it, they readily confesled there 
was a much larger Quantity of Blood 
difcharged that Day, than what they had 
informed me of, as likewife for feveral 
Days before they fent for me ; ignorantly 
thinking, becaufe the had very little Paiiii 
that lite was not in Labour, and that 
ihe therefore flood in need of no Affif- 

tance. But this Folly was paid for at the 
Expence of the poor Woman’s Life.

CASE XL
A Gentiewoman who died by Flooding, 

thro the Ignorance and Objiinacy of 
her Midwife.

POOR unhappy Gentlewoman ,
Daughter to a worthy Clergyman 

eighteen Miles diflant from me, fent to 
me in a Cafe of Flooding. By the Ac
count I received, I told her Brother (who

came
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came for me) that the was probably, by 
that time, dead. Accordingly, when I 
arrived, I was told that the unfortunate 
Lady had been dead for fome Hours, and 
that he expired a little after the Mefen- 
ger fet out for me.

A LITTLE before the time of her 
Account, it feems, The was taken with a 
fudden and violent Flooding, with little 
Pain: Her Midwife told her The muf 
wait for the Force of Nature, but fent 
to one for Advice, who, after the Lofs 
of fuch a prodigious Quantity of Blood 
as the had fuftained, imprudently or
dered her to lofe ten or twelve Ounces 
mote at the Arm. Being now flattered 
with a fmall Ceffation of the Flux, and 
ignorant of the Cafe, they waited for 
Pain, which was not then to be hoped 
for, but expected not Death, which to a 
judicious Perfon mult have feemed una
voidable. One of her Friends indeed 
had more Knowledge than the reft, and 
was of Opinion that The ought to be de-

G 2 livered ;
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livered; but the Midwife refitted, and 
faid, That Jhe never yet had forced a La
bour, and that foe would not begin then ; 
terrifying the unhappy Sufferer by telling 
her, that if the was delivered, the would 
certainly die. Thus were they infa
tuated, and the only Means prevented, 
by which the could poffibly have been 
hived. In this Condition the lay all 
Night, and the next Morning (which 
was the time I was lent for) the Flux 
returned ; they had recourfe a fécond 
time to their Advifer, who rathly or
der’d her to lofe more Blood at the 
Arm. This was agreed to by fome Wo
men about her, and oppofed by others ; 
but whilf the Matter was in debate, the 
unfortunate Mother fell into Paintings 
and Convulfons, and fo expired 5 there 
happening a little before her Death an 
Expulsion of the Placenta. Thus was 
this poor Lady loft, in the very Bloom 
of Life, through the Ignorance and Ob- 
finacy of her Midwife.

CASE
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CASE XII.

4 Gentlewoman feized with dangerous 
Floodings jufi after Delivery, how 
prejerved.

WAS sent for to a Gentlewoman, 
who defir’d me to attend in the 

Houfe, in order to be confulted by the 
Midwije-, or, if the Cafe hould require 
it, to deliver her myfelf. When I came 
I found her in fmall Pain, and attended 
by a very good Midwife, one of known 
Judgment and Modefty. By this Perfon 
I was informed that the Os Tinea began 
to open a little, whilf there were several 
Cloths already ftained, though not to 
fuch a Degree as to be called Flooding ; 
though that was much to be feared, 
for this Symptom appearing early in 
Labour, generally threatens it. I imme
diately propofed the calling in the late 
learned Sir RICHARDBLACK more, 
who was Physician to the Family, and

G 3 lived
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lived very near, and one to whom I had 
the Honour of being well known. This 
was agreed to, and Sir Richard was with 
us in about an Hour’s time ; during 
which, I order’d my Patient to be kept 
cool, and gave her Acids and other pro
per Medicines in Red-wine and Water. 
By Sir Richard'?, Prescription the Flux a- 
bated, and the Pains increasing. Labour 
came on early in the Morning. The 
Midwife again informed me that the 
Posture of the Child was exactly right, 
the Mouth of the Womb fully dilated, 
and the Waters for fome time broke, 
the Pains being very true and strong ; 
but added, that the Head of the Child 
fell no lower than it had been for fome 
Hours before. She then defired I would 
take her Seat, which I did, and found 
all things as above mentioned. I fat 
for above half an Hour, hoping for, and 
expecting a natural Birth ; but finding at 
length that Nature was not able of her- 
felf to perform it, I had recourse to

Art,
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Art, and fo turned the Child with great 
Safety in a few Minutes. This Lady 
was of a Plethoric Habit, and having 
been much heated by long Labour and 
great Pain, together with several warm 
and Cardiac Medicines (which, as the 
Pofture of the Child was right, were 
given her in hopes that Nature might 
have done the Work herself ) in about an 
Hour after her Delivery, when we 
thought all was well, and I juf about 
to take my Leave, the fell into the moft 
violent Flooding I ever faw. I was ob
liged immediately to cover her Body 
with Cloths dipped in Oxycrate, chang
ing them as they grew warm ; and this 
for above half an Hour together : by 
which means the Flux at firft was a little 
abated, and at length flopped, whilf we 
gave her feveral Draughts of cool and 
Acid Liquors to drink. Sir Richard, at 
her being feized with this dreadful Symp
tom, was again fent for, and happened 
to come in, juft as the Flux was fo far

G 4 flayed,
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stayed, as to allow of taking aw ay the 
wet Cloths, and laying her dry. She 
was fo exceflively cold, and her Pulle 
fo low from the vas Lofs of Blood, that 
Sir Richard thought the was dying. But 
forcing down fome warm Suppings as 
well as Cordial Medicines ordered by the 
Doctor, the was quickly able to bear warm
ing without a Return of the Hemorrhage. 
By this Method The foon revived, and is 
itili living. Sir Rickard was pleased to 
fay, that I had steered exactly between 
the two Extrernes : that he fhould never 
have feen the Lady alive with lefs cool 
Applications ; and at the fame time that 
the could not poflibly have lived with a 
longer Continuance of them. This Me
thod may perhaps at firf fight be looked 
upon, by fome, as too harh and defpe- 
rate; but it will, I prefume, be Softened 
in my Reader’s Opinion, when it is con- 
fidered that certain Death would in a 
few Minutes have exhibited a much 
more difmal Scene.

CASE
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CASE XIII.

4 Woman taken 'with Flooding tn the 
third Month of a falje Conception.

WOMAN, who fupposed herfelf 
to be three Months gone with 

Child, was taken with a Flooding. When 
I came to her I found the Os Finca fo 
far opened as to allow of two Fingers, 
and a Subftance prefling down, especially 
in her Pains, which were of no great 
Force. I foon introduc’d a third Fin
ger, and by degrees fo far dilated the 
Mouth of the Womb as to pafs all my 
Fingers behind the Subftance, fo as to 
command it ; and taking the Advantage 
of a Pain, which was now ftrongerfrom 
the Stimulus occasioned by the Irritation 
of my Fingers, I found it to be a firm 
fle/by Subftance, and fo happily rid her 
of a Falje Conception.

I COULD
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I could here give many Infiances 

of this kind, as well as of young Mifcar- 
riages, in which the Affiftance given, 
and Method to be taken, are pretty much 
the fame. When there is no Flooding or 
confiderable Lofs of Blood, Nature may 
be allowed her own time ; but when 
the Difcharge is great, as before men
tioned, as fpeedy a Delivery as poflible 
is required, whilf the Flux is to be re
trained by proper Medicines, and cool- 
ling Applications.

CASE XIV.

Of the Vagina coming down with the 
Head of the Child.

I Was called to a Woman where, as 
foon as her Pains had any confider

able degree of Strength, the Vagina came 
down with the Head of the Child, 
hanging far out of the Body. This by 
an ignorant Midwife, who was firf with 
her, was taken for a Water, and ac

cordingly



On MIDWIFERY. 107

cordingly the had scratched and en
deavoured to break the Membranes, 
as The foolishly thought the Part bear
ing down to be. A fécond Mid
wife was thereupon called, who imme
diately knew what it was, and at
tempted to re-place it and keep it up; 
but all in vain. The Head of the Child 
would not advance, and continued fill 
to keep the Vagina, before it, and, at 
every Pain, thruf it quite out of the 
Body. When I came, having firf laid 
her Shoulders low, with her Hips raif- 
ed, I returned the Parr, and at the fame 
time delivered her with much Eafe of 
a living Child, in about the Space of 
two Minutes.

CASE XV.
A Child advancing with its Feet, but 

ßopping at the Head, how extracted.

I Was fent for to a Woman, where 
the Child prefented with the Feet ; 

the Midwife had gotten all but the 
Head,
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l~lead, which stuck fast, and had so done 
for four Hours. I immediately intro
duced my Hand, fo as to pafs two 
Fingers into the Infant’s Mouth, by 
which, pulling gently at the Neck with 
the other Hand, and moving the Head 
tenderly to and fro, I delivered her 
with Eafe and Safety.

CASE XVI.

4 Child extradied with the Forceps.

I Was fent for to a Woman in La- 
— bour, where the Child came right, 
with the Head fo far advanced, and fe 
low in the Vagina, that the Midwife 
had expected it every Pain for fome Hours. 
The Pains came pretty thick and strong, 
but began at length to abate, the poor 
Woman being much weaken’d and fa
tigued. Here I introduced the Forceps, 
as I have before directed, and fo deli
vered her of a Son, who, with his Mo
ther, is now living.

CASE
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CASE XVII.

A Child extradied with the Fillet.

SO o N after, I was called to a Wo
man where the Cale was nearly the 

fame ; but The being much terrified at the 
Thought or Name of an Jnßrument, I pro- 
mifed not to make use of one. Here I 
only pafled a Fillet over the Head, and 
thereby delivered her in a few Minutes 
of a living Child. This Method of ex- 
tracing with the Fillet is an Art known 
but to very few ; and I diali only ob- 
ferve farther, that it is not always prati

cable, even when the Head is far ad
vanced : Nor should it indeed be ever 
attempted, but by a very skilful Ope
rator.

CASE



IIO

CASE XVIII.

Two Woimen deliver d of T wins.

T Was sent for five and twenty Miles 
— diftance to a Woman who had been 
delivered of one Child, eighteen Hours 
before ; by pafling my Hand, I delivered 
her of another, which had been long 
dead, and a double Placenta. I have 
likewife been called to a Woman, who 
had one Child born twenty jour Hours 
before my Arrival : When I came, I de
livered her of another living one, and of 
two dictinct Placenta. By the way, I 
have very often found the Placenta di- 
ftinct with Twins ; tho’ for the generality 
they are joined, and make but one Caket 
each Child being contained in a feparate 
Membrane or Partition.

CASE
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CASE XIX.
A Woman delivered of Three Abortive 

Children.

I Was once called in to a Woman,who 
had two Abortive Children born be

fore I came to her ; I delivered her of a 
third, and each had its different Placenta. 
There was nothing in the leaf particular 
in this Cafe, but the Mother having 
Three, and one of them living for the 
Space of twenty-four Hours, tho’ she 
was but fix Months gone with Child.

CASE XX.

Of an Infant, whofe Under-Jaw  fiuck upon 
the Os Pubis.

WAS defired to attend a Gentlewo
man, whofe Labour had hitherto 

been natural and free from bad Symp
toms. The Pains were come to a good 
Degree of Strength, infomuch that the 
Midwife expected a few more would 
have given her the Head of the Child ;

but
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but after fonie Expectation, it made no 
farther Advance, nor could it come any 
lower. I had been in waiting for a whole 
Hour before the Midwife would refign 
her Seat, which at last, with much En
treaty, the did ; when flipping my Fin
gers by the Head, I perceived that the 
Face of the Child lay fideways, and the 
Under-Jaw hung upon the Os Pubis.Th\s 
with my Finger I releafed , and drew 
back my Hand, telling the Midwife ex
actly how the Cafe flood, and that a few 
Pains more would anfwer. Accordingly, 
the fécond or third Pain gave us a living 
Child.

CASE XXI.
An Infant with its Face towards the Os 

Pubis, extradied in that Poß lire.

WAS called to a Gentlewoman, whofe 
Labour came on in a natural Man

ner; the Child presented with its Head-, 
but not falling readily down into the 
Vagina, which I had reafon to expect 

from
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from the Violence of the Pains, I was 
allowed to make a proper Enquiry, and 
found the Face lying towards rhe Os Pu
bis. I encouraged her Pain as much as 
I could, and gave her the bef Affiftance 
in a common way. Her Labour indeed 
was hard and tedious ; but as I hoped for 
a fmall Advance from every Pain, The 
was at length happily and fafely deliver
ed, with the Child in that Pofture.

CASE XXII.
A Child with its Face towards the Os Pu

bis, extradied by Turning.

A Lady of Distinction fent for me, 
whofe Cafe in many Circumftan- 

ces was like the former. The Face came 
towards the Os Pubis-, but the Head be
ing directed wholly againf the Bone, it 
did not, in any of the Pains (which were 
very strong) fall down any lower, but re
mained in the fame Situation. After a 
fufficient Trial in different Poftures, 
without any Advantage, I declared that 

H there
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there muft be another Method taken, and 
that the muft be delivered by Art. In 
this I had the joint Concurrence of ano
ther of the fame Profeffion,who was call
ed in upon this Occafion. The Lady 
now wholly resigning herfelf to my Care, 
I put her in a proper Pofture (often men
tioned in this Book) and by Turning, de
livered her fafely, in about two Minutes, 
of a living Child.

CASE XXIII.

An Infant extraSled with one Part of the 
Forceps only.

LADY of my Acquaintance was in 
Labour, where the Child had Iain 

very low for the Space of twenty-four 
Hours, in a natural Pofture. After two 
Midwives had long attended, and found 
their Endeavours of no Service, and the 
Pains were gone off, I was fent for. 
Here I only paffed one Part of the For
ceps over the Head, and taking the Ad

vantage
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vantage of the firft Pain, delivered her 
by preffing the Head down towards the 
Os Sacrum-, but in fuch a manner as 
to avoid as much as pofible, any Pref- 
fure on the Mother.

CASE XXIV.

A Child lying loofe in the Womb, and 
prefenting -with its Head, turned, and 
extradied.

I Was fent for to a Woman who fell 
into Labour, in a kind and natural 

way, with very strong Pains for fix or 
eight Hours together. When I came, I 
found the Os Tine re fully dilated, and 
a very large Wafer collected, and bear
ing in her Pains quite out of her Body. 
I immediately broke the Membranes 
(which I did by penetrating them with 
my Tent-Probe) frpm whence came a 
considerable Quantity of Water. The 
Child lay loofe in the Womb, in no 
fixt Posture, though it Seemed, if any

H 2 thing.
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thing,. to offer the Head ; but there was 
no reason now to put her upon a frefh 
Labour, fince I found it was an eafy 
matter to deliver her ; which I accord
ingly did, by taking the Child by the 
Feet, and bringing it forth immediately. 
The Child was born in full Strength, 
lying very eafy in the Womb, and in 
no wife a Sufferer by Preffure in the La
bour. Here the only Hindrance, or what 
prevented a very good and quick Delivery, 
appeared to be the uncommon Thicknefs 
and Strength of the Membranes ; which 
is what I have feveral times met with.

CASE XXV.

Three Children prefenting with their 
Arms, turned and extradied.

" DELIVERE D a Woman three times 
— fucceffi vely, where the Waters gather- 
ing, and the Pains increafing to a pro
per Degree, the Membranes broke, and 
thruf out one of the Child’s Arms.

The
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The Paffages and Pelvis were so large, 
that I found no Difficulty in taking 
the Child by the Feet, and fo delivered 
her in lefs than a Minute each time. 
The two laf Children are now living ; 
but the fir/ had been dead fome time 
before I was fent for. The laf time 
(as I had before defired he would ) 
the called me in as foon as she per
ceived herfelf to be in Labour ; I found 
the Mouth of the Womb relaxed, and 
open enough to receive my Hand : 
I then broke the Membranes, and was 
immediately faluted with the Infant’s 
Hand, but chofe his Feet rather at that 
time, and fo delivered her directly. I 
may here perhaps, to fome Perfons, ap
pear to have fhewn much Haße-, but 
in anfwer to this, I muf obferve, that 
the Woman was of fo happy a Make, 
that even in her ßrß Labour, when the 
Waters had been long loft, and the 
Parts more comprefled and ftreighten’d, 
when the Child’s Arm had been for 

H 3 fome
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fome time out of the Body, and the Mo
ther much fpent, The was delivered with 
much Eafe and Safety : How much 
more Reafon then had I to expect the 
fame, with the Room and other Ad
vantages I now had ? Befides ( as I real-

was certain thatly found it ) it
this Child would prefent as the reft did : 
But in cafe it had been otherwife, no 
Delivery could poffibly, in fuch a Sub- 
ject, have been more fafe and eafy than 
this was ; for the poor Woman, who 
in her former Labour had been much 
weakened by Pain, and the fruitless En
deavours of the Midwife, who pulled 
with great Force at the Child’s Arm, 
was now aS well, and as ftrong at the 
^enth Day, as before at the Month's End.

1

CASE
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CASE XXVI.
Two Children extradied by the Feet after 

the Membranes were broke.

W A s fent for to a Woman, where 
the Membranes of two Children were 

broke; for in paffing my Hand, the 
Infants were in Inch a Position, that I 
found a Number of Hands and Feet. 
The IFaters had been fo long loft, and 
the Contraction of the Parts fo great, 
that I had fome Difficulty, not in diftin- 
guifhing a Foot from a Hand, but in 
pairing the Legs ; which, when by paf
fing my Hand up to the Groin, I had 
done, I brought the firft Child away by 
the Feet ; and afterwards the Second, but 
with greater Eafe, in the fame manner : 
then I gently separated a large double Pla
centa (which adhered a little more than 
ufual) and fo drew it away by the two 
Navel-Strings.

H4 CASE



120 A TREATISE

CASE XXVII.
A Woman delivered oj- a dead Fœtus 

after the Birth of a living Child.

LARGE Child was born, by na
tural Pains, in about two Hours 

after the Mother was taken in Labour : 
I attended her, and introducing my 
Hand (as my common Practice is) into 
the Uterus, the Moment the Infant was 
born, in order to receive the Placenta, I 
found another Child ; I then delivered 
her of a decayed Child, about the Bignefs 
of a Fœtus in the Sixth Month, and of 
two diftinct Placenta. Now, had an ig
norant Midwife been concerned in this 
Cafe, who had only taken the firft 
Child and After-Birth, the lajl would 
probably have been left behind, and fo 
either violent Floodings, or a bad Fever 
would have enfued ; and, as the Woman 
was before very ill, and extremely weak, 
it would very likely have cof Her her 
Life,

CASE
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CASE XXVIII.

A Head feparated and left behind in the 
Womb, extrabled with the Crotchet.

AC h il D, prefenting with its Feet, 
happened to ftick at the Head, 

and, the Midwife pulling hard, the Neck 
wholly feparated from the Body, and 
the Head was left behind. I immedi
ately pafled my Left Hand into the 
Womb, and taking the Head in the Hol- 
low of my Hand, I carefully intro
duced the Crotchet, keeping the Point 
all the way againft my Arm, and 
fixed it in the Head (which being of a 
globular Figure, and very flippery, 
is not to be done without Difficulty) 
and fo drew it away, diligently guard
ing the Point of the Hook, left it fhould 
flip and wound the Woman. However 
large the Head happens to be, the Crotchet, 
with due Care, will deftroy its Texture, 
and extract it ; but the Knife, which 

Mauriceau
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Mauriceau fo much recommends *, is, 
I think, a very dangerous Inftrument; 
nor ought it ever to be made ufe of on 
this Occafion.

Doctor Mowbray who profeffes 
to perform every thing without the ufe 
of an Inflrujnent^ propofes in this Cafe 
to proceed in the following Manner +. 
" I would, fays that Gentleman, convey 
" my Hand into the Womb, and put 
« one or two of its Fingers into the 
« Mouth of the Head, placing my Thumb 
" under the Chin ; for by thus taking 
« hold of it by the Jaw, I would ex- 
" tract it gently, and that with the 
“ greatef Eafe and Safety to the Pa- 
" tient.” But, with his Leave, I muft 
take the Liberty of denying that the 
Head can be thus drawn away, unlefs 
the Woman is very large, or the Child 
very fmall ; for the Jaw will not bear

* Pag. 189. + Sect. s. Chap. XXVI.

the
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the Force required in this way of Pro
ceeding.

CASE XXIX.
A Woman killed by an Inwrfion of the 

Uterus.

WA s, in the greateft Hafte, Cent for 
to a Woman Six Miles diftant from 

me ; to whom I went with all pofible 
Speed, but found on my Arrival, that 
The had been dead near half an Hour. 
I conjectured The had died by Flooding ; 
but, upon asking the Question, was 
anfwered in the Negative. The Mid- 
wife told me, that the After-Birth 
ftuck fo faf in one Part, that the was 
not able with all her Strength to take 
it from her, though The had gained mof 
of it. Upon this I defired the Favour 
of feeing the Corps, which being granted, 
I found, to my great Surprize, that the 
Uterus was inverted, and entirely out of 
the Body, hanging down between the 

Thighs,
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Thighs, with the Placenta adhering to 
its Fundus, which I feparated before the 
Midwife, and feveral Matrons there pre- 
fent, and convinced them all of the dif- 
mal Accident. This Woman, it feems, 
had a very good and eafy delivery of 
the Child ; but that born, the Midwife 
pulled hard at the String, and fo brought 
down the Uterus, which as foon as she 
could take any hold of, fhe did: And 
then pulling with fresh Violence, and 
not being deterred by the loudef Cries, 
the poor miserable Woman in a few Mi
nutes fell into itrong Convulßons and 
Deliquiums, and fo expired. Thus was 
a young healthy Mother cut off in 
the Bloom of Life, and call into the
cold Armi of Death, juft as (he 
bout to clafp her Firß - born 
own.

was a- 
in her

A S EC
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CASE XXX.
Of three Women who had their Vaginæ 

torn and broken through.

| H Av e been called to three Wo- 
— men, where, upon fearching, I found 
the Vagina quite broken through in the 
back Part, by the Midwife’s rudely 
thrusting up her Hand, in order to come 
at the Opening of the Womb, which in 
all thefe Subjects happened to lie very 
forwards, towards, and indeed, in fome 
meafure, under the Os Pubis. One of 
thefe died immediately ; the other a 
few Days after ; but the Third, 
where a Finger only, or two at mof 
had gone through the Vagina, recovered, 
contrary to my Expectation ; and has 
fince been fafely delivered of another 
Child, and is, with both her Children, 
now living. I was fent for to this Per- 
fon by the Lady Lucking, whofe Daugh- 
ter I had the Honour of waiting on in 

her

(
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her Pains, and had a little before hap
pily delivered.

CASE XXXI.

An expected Abortion 'with threatening 
Symptoms.

EING fome Years pas upon Bu- 
fineis at Ipfwich, I was called by 

that very ingenious Surgeon the late Mr. 
White (a Perfon well known to feveral 
of the principal of the Profession, and to 
whofe worthy Father I had the Pleafure 
and Advantage of ferving an Apprentice- 
Jhip^ to a Lady in that Town, who was 
about four Months gone with Child, and 
seized, among other Symptoms of Mif- 
carriage, with a fort of Flooding. I gave 
her Afiringents, Acids, and feveral cool
ing Medicines, together with Lauda
num Liquidum, which abated the Flux', 
the Os Lincee not being yet farther dila
ted than to receive one Finger. This 
Method was continued, with my Atten
dance, by Mr. White's Defire, for about 

the
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the Space of forty-eight Hours ; at which 
time the fell into true Pains, and was de
livered with Safety.

CASE XXXII.
Of a Lady, ’who died by Flooding in 

Labour.

WAS fent for, many Years paft, by 
the worthy and learned Dr. Beefion 

and Mr. White above-mentioned, to the 
Wife of a Captain of a Ship at Ipfwich-, 
but by Flooding in Labour, the had the 
Misfortune to die undelivered before I 
arrived. This Instance, however, may 
help to fhew the Danger of Lloodings, 
which I have before taken Notice of, 
and the Neceffity of calling in timely 
Affiftance.

CASE XXXIII.

4 dead infant turned and extradied.

W a s fent for, to a Gentlewoman 
that kept a Tavern in Ipfivîch, twen

ty-five Miles distant from me. The
Child
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Child was dead in a wrong Pofture, and 
the Mother flooded. She was attended 
by no lefs' than two Women Midwives, 
and a Surgeon, juft then fet out in the 
Profeffion. After they had all ufed their 
Endeavours to little or no purpofe, I was 
called in : When I came, I found the 
Woman in almoft continual Fainting!, 
and not able to bear the leaft Stirring or 
Alteration of Pofture. I pasted my Hand 
juft as the happened to lie; and the Parts 
being very much relaxed through ex
treme Weakness, I without the leaft Dif
ficulty took the dead Infant by the Feet, 
and delivered her of that, and the al
ready- feparated Placenta, in about a Mi
nute’s Time. I left her under the Ma
nagement of Dr. Beeflon, by whofe extra- 
traordinaryCare and judgment, the liv
ed fix or jeven Days ; but was then, 
"notwithstanding there was the greateft 
Hopes of her Recovery, feized with a 
violent Diarrhoea, which, in fpite of all 

the
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the Affiftance that could be given, car
ried her off in a few Hours.

CASE XXXIV.
An extraordinary Inßance of a Woman 

who was delivered at the Anus.

N 1723, I was called to the Wife of 
one Peter Hill, in the Parifh of 

Stoke, by Nayland in Suffolk. The poor 
unhappy Woman had for Jè’ùen or eight 
Days been troubled with violent Pains in 
her Back, and the lower Parts of the 
Abdomen. She having no Notion or Suf- 
picion of her being really with Child, 
from a great Imperfection of Body, 
which the was very conscious of, feveral 
Perlons of an inferior Clafs in the Prac
tice of Phyßck were called in ; by thefe 
her Cafe was at one time taken for the 
Stone, at another for the Cholic, &c. Her 
Pains were Periodical, like thofe in com
mon Labours, especially for the laf two 
or three Days. At length two Midwives 
were called in ; but they being con-

I founded,
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founded, and at a lofs (as well they 
might) 1 was fent for. Upon my com
ing, and making the neceffary Enquiry 
(not being able to get the lead Informa
tion from the Midwives) I confefs, I my 
felf was greatly furprized, and knew not 
by the T'oucb what to make of it. Ha
ving then defired a numerous Company, 
that was gathered together on this Occa- 
fion, to go into another Apartment, I 
called for a Candle, and in the Prefence 
of the two Midwives, and three or four 
other Matrons, who were permitted to 
ftay, I took in the Affiftance of my 
Sight-, but even that was too little to 
come at a Certainty. The Os Pubis had 
no Covering, Fat, or any Thing elfe that 
was natural, except the common Tegu
ments, as they lie upon any other Part 
of the Body. Where the Rima Magna 
fhould have been, there was only the Ap
pearance of a fmall Slit, or Aperture 
through the Teguments, and that with
out any Thicknefs or Protuberance, like 

that
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that of the true and real Labia: Nor 
was there the leaf Sign of the Clitoris 
or Nymphce to be feen or felt. This im- 
perfect Vagina, or rather Slit, before
mentioned, was juft big enough to re
ceive one Finger, with which I endea- 
voured to find out the Mouth of the 
Womb, but in vain; for on the Hinder- 
part, or towards the Os Sacrum, there 
was no Pafiage at all, whilft Forwards, 
and under the Os Pubis, it admitted my 
Finger without much Refiftance. At 
this Part (which was alfo very dry) there 
was not the lea ft Force, Pain, or Swell
ing ; whilft Backwards, at the Anus, 
there were all. The Anus was dilated 
tó a great Degree (even enough to receive 
my Hand) tho’ very thick and much 
fwelled quite round. In that Part too, 
there was a large Fumour which bore 
hard down, and even out of the Body, at 
every Pain.

I 2 There
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There being no other poffible way 
to attempt Relief, whatever the Matter 
of this Tumour might be, I propofed to 
make an Incifion into it, which to the 
Touch was like that of a large Abjceß.

Accordingly, with the Confent 
and Approbation of all the Woman’s 
Friends, and at her own earned: Request 
and Defire (who declared that if The was 
fure The fhould live but an Hour, the 
would gladly purchafe it, tho' at a dearer 
Rate than what was mentioned) I made 
an Aperture with my large Lancet, into 
the Vagina through that Part of the In
terine which bore out of the Body, and 
immediately paffing one Finger, I felt 
the Os Uteri dilated, and the Child’s Head 
prefling to be born. I made the Mid
wives (one of which, Mrs. Smith by 
Name, was a very experienced Perlon) 
fee and feel how all things were; then 
dilating the Orifice I had made in the 

Inteßine



On MIDWIFERY. 133
Inteßine and Vagina, with my Fingers, 
I through that delivered her of a Child 
at the Anus, which we judged to be in 
about the fixtb or feventh Month, with its 
Placenta. The unfortunate Woman being 
much, and indeed quite fpent, before I 
was called in, I could not poflibly enter
tain any Hopes of her Life ; and accord
ingly, the lived two or three Days, and 
then expired.

A s to the Truth of this Account, 
however ftrange and unnatural it may 
appear to fome, there are many now liv
ing who are ready to attef it: And I am 
very much of Opinion, that (he might 
have been faved, had the Operation been 
performed fooner.

I FIND Iam not the only Perfon 
who have met with this extraordinary 
Manner of Birth ; for Mr. Giffards 
Hundred and fifty seventh Cafe is exactly 
the fame with that here fet down.

13 CASE
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CASE XXXV.

Of a Woman, who mifcarried through a 
Scirrhus in the Womb.

N the 17th of October 1725, I was 
called to a poor Woman, in order 

to deliver her of ^fécond Child. The Mid- 
wife told me upon meeting, that she 
had taken away one Abortive Infant two 
Days before, of about fix or feven Inches 
in length; but that The had left ine 
After-Birtb, till the fécond Child should 
be born, the Head of which, fhe faid, 
lay then in the Paffage, but was much 
larger than that of the Fœtus The bad al
ready taken,

I found the Mouth of the Womb 
wide enough to receive three Fingers, 
with which I easily drew away the Pla- 
centa^ that was left in the Uterus. The 
Womb, methought, felt very thick and 
hardi and the Cavity of it feemed to be 

clofe
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clofe filled up with the Cake. By feel
ing, or rather compreffing her Body on 
the Outfide, I found a large hard Sub- 
Stance; I then put two Fingers into the 
Anus, and my Thumb into the 7agina, 
and thus grafped something, in form not 
unlike the Head and Neck of a Child ; 
I declared that nothing remained in the 
Womb; but what to make of this hard 
and folid Tumour, unlefs it were a Scir- 
rhus, ï could not well tell. The Wo- 
man had been long before ill of a Con- 
fumptive Diforder, and being now much 
weakened and exhaufted by her Mil- 
carriage (in which (he had loft a great 
Quantity of Blood} and two Days being 
fpent with Torment, in waiting for ano
ther Child, The was brought fo low, that 
file expired in about three Days after
wards. When, at my Requeft, being al
lowed to inspect the Corps, I found this 
hard Subftance, as I had before fufpected, 
to be a true Scirrhus of the Womb, in 
the Form already defcribed, and weigh-

I 4 ing
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ing (as near as I could gueßs) jour or 
five Pounds.

CASE XXXVI.

Oj a Woman who had fpurious Pains 
which were put off for the Space of 
eight Days, when fje was happily de
livered of Twins.

WOMAN, at or near the Time 
/he expected to fall in Labour, 

and very big, was seized with violent 
Pains. She fent for her Midwife, who 
attended her, telling her from time to 
time that fhe judged it her Labour, and 
that it would in her Opinion be foon 
over. But her Pains at length abated, and 
upon this I was fent for. When I came, 
judging by the Account that was given 
me (without any Manual Enquiry, which 
was not allowed) that the Pains were 
imperfect, and rather of a fpurious fort, 
I only ordered her a few compofing Medi
cines, and advifed her to keep her felf 

quiet,
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quiet, and endeavour, as much as pofli- 
ble, to put off the Thoughts of being 
yet in Labeur. Her Pains by this Means 
went wholly off, i. e. the was as free 
from them as the had been for fome 
Weeks paft. Thus (he continued to the 
eighth Day from my being firf called to 
her, at which time (he was taken with 
genuine Pains, which foon rifing to a 
confiderable Degree of Strength, I was 
again called in (for the now chofe to de
pend wholly on my Affiftance.) 1 found 
the Os Tincce fairly dilated, a large Wa
ter gathered, and the Head of the Child 
directed a little againft the Os Pubis ; so 
that, not falling down after many strong 
Pains, I chofe to break the Membranes^ 
which I judged were thicker than ordi
nary, by reafon of their not bursting by 
the Force of the Mother’s Throws. This 
1 did by paffing a pointed Probe between 
my Fingers, with which in the midi of 
a Pain, I penetrated the Membranes: 
There prefently followed a large Dif-
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charge of Water ; and upon the very 
next Throw, with the Affiftance of my 
Finger only, I brought down the Head 
into the Vagina, and then in a few Mi
nutes more delivered her. Immediately 
palling my Hand, I found (as I had rea- 
fon to expect from her extraordinary 
Bignefs) another Child. I broke through 
the Membranes, and in one Minute fafely 
delivered her of that allo : Both which 
might have been loft, with Danger of the 
Mother’s Life, had her Labour been un
skilfully encouraged.

ih

CASE XXXVII.
Of the Navel-String coming down before 

the Head of the Child.

SO M e Years pai I was called to a 
Lady, whom I had the Honour to 

deliver of feveral Children before : The 
Pofture of the Child was natural, and the 
Head advanced a little at every Pain ; 
but Part of the Navel-String was thruft 
out of the Body before, the Head. This, 

as
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as much as poffible, I returned with 
my Finger, and endeavoured to keep it 
up ; other wife the cold Air would in all 
probability (though the Labour was quick) 
have fo far stagnated the Blood in its 
Paflage through the Umbilical Arteries, 
that the Child might have died before 
it could have been born, and before the 
Air could have fet its Lungs in Play.

I could give a great number of 
Inftances of this fort, where the Navel- 
String came down before the Head of 
the Infant ; but I take one to be fuffi- 

cient : And this may ferve as a general 
Direction how to proceed in the like 
Cafe.

CASE
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CASE XXXVIII.

Of a Child who died in the Birth through 
a bad Posture, and the unfortunate 
Make of the Mother.

WAS many Years fince Cent for to 
a Gentlewoman, who had been long 

in Labour under the Hands of two Mid
wives. I found (as they had told me) 
that the Child prefented with its Head ; 
but it did not fall down by very strong 
Pains, which had been long upon her 
before I was fent for, and I was then 

ffteen Miles distant. I perceived I had a 
living Child to deal with, and endeavour
ed as much as poffible to fave it, but 
to no purpofe ; for it lay with its Face 
towards the Os Pubis, and in a bad Pof- 
ture for Fuming: Which, together with 
fome great Difadvantages in the Make 
of the Mother, caufed it to die in the 
Firth. This Delivery was performed 
with great Difficulty, and I was obliged

to
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1 to give the poor Woman much Pain, and 
to be longer about the Operation than I 
ufually am ; which, together with what 
was previous to this, induced me to de- 
fpair of her Life. However, I immedi
ately (as my confiant Cuftom is in Cafes 
of the lead Danger) called in that great 
and worthy Pbyßcian, in whom the 
Country was happy, the late Dr. Sbap- 
cote, by whofe extraordinary Care and 
Judgment the Lady, contrary to all Ex- 
pectation, recovered perfect Health, and 
has had feveral Children lìnee, which are 
now living.

And here I cannot forbear a fmall 
Offering to the Shrine of that truly learned 
Man, with whom I had the Honour and 
Advantage of a friendly Converfe, for a- 
bove the Space of twenty Years ; and 
one to whom, under Providence, many 
of my Friends and Acquaintance now 
living, Hand indebted for their Lives« 
But as my Pen is no ways equal to fuch 

a Task,
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a Task, I fhall defif from it, and be 
content to admire in a grateful Silence, 
one whom I am confcious I can never 
fufficiently praife.

CASE XXXIX.
Of an Abortive Fœtus of between three 

and four Months, that had the Navel- 
String twifted twice round its Neck.

J Was lately called to a Woman, who, 
— being between three and four Months 
gone with Child, was seized with a fud- 
den Difcharge of Blood from the Womb. 
I found that the Os Tincce would only re
ceive one Finger, and confequently could 
give her no Affiftance by the Hand. But 
by fome Afiringent Medicines which I 
ordered her (for the was a very poor 
Woman, and not able to be at the Ex- 
pence of a Phyfcian) and by keeping her 
very quiet, feveral Days pafled without 
any considerable Lois of Blood ; and then 
her Fains coming on briskly, The was 

with
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with the Affiftance of her Midwife de
livered of a Fœtus, and its Placenta 
together, the Child lying in the Mem
branes, which were not broken. This in
deed is pretty common ; but there was 
one thing particularly remarkable in this 
Cafe, which was, that when I came to 
open the Membranes, I found the Navel- 
String twisted twice round the Neck of 
the Fœtus : From whence it is highly 
probable, that thefe Convolutions of the 
'Umbilical Chord are generally made very 
early, and when the Fœtus is but fmall.

CASE XL.
Of a Woman who died in Labour, by a 

violent Retention of Urine.

ABout fifteen Years ago I was fent 
for, at fourteen Miles difiance, to 

a Woman, who had been two Days in 
hard Labour ; firft under the Hand of 
one, and then of a fécond Midwife. 
Her Hußoand, who was the Perfon that

came
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came for me, gave me Rich a bad Ac
count of her Cafe, that I had much 
Reason to fear my Affiftance would come 
too late. I rode as hard as poffibly I 
could; but yet found’her dead. The 
Account the two Midwives gave me was, 
that the Child prefented with the Head, 
and that they had all along flattered 
themfelves that the Continuance of the 
Pains would at length have given them 
the infant. ■ They were embolden’d, it 
feems, to wait at this unreafonable Rate, 
becaufe the Woman did not flood: But 
Nature being quite tired out by the long 
continued Torture, was forced to fink 
beneath the Weight. The Midwives 
added, that there was fomething in this 
Cafe, which in all their Practice they 
had never met with before, viz. That 
there feemed two diftinet and large 
Swellings in the Abdomen. When I came 
to examine the Corps, I found it to be 
as they had declared, and that one of 
these Swellings lay above the other. At 

my
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my earnef Request, the Hu/band per
mitted me to open the Body; when I 
found one of rhe above-mentioned Tu
mours to be the Womb with the Child 
in it, and the other the Bladder prodi- 
gioufly distended by the largef Quantity 
of Water I ever knew contained in a 
human Bladder. The Women then told 
me, that the Deceafed had not voided 
one fpoonful of Urine for feveral Days 
together, nor indeed from her firft 
falling into Labour. The Infant lay in 
a right Posture, very low, and preffing 
upon the Neck of the Bladder, which 
was doubtlefs the Caufe of this very 
great Retention of Urine. But what 
exquisite Misery muf this poor unhappy 
Woman have undergone! Whereas if 
they had fent for an Artiß in time, he 
might in a few Minutes, by paffing the 
Catheter, have drawn off the Water, and 
fo emptied the Bladder ; and then with 
the Forceps or Fillet, have delivered her, 
and fo fnatched her from the Jaws of 
Death. K HERE
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Here I had a fair Opportunity of 

viewing the ^Thickneß of the Uterus. 
Authors, I find, differ much on this 
Subject ; fome advancing That theWomb 
grows thinner as it extends; whillt others 
affirm that it thickens more and more, as 
the Woman approaches nearer to her 
Labour. For my part, I found the Lat
ter true ; for it was, at the Fundus, and 
indeed in every Part, as near as I 
could guefs, Half an Inch thick. But I 
am well affured that it is not fo in all 
Subjects ; for in taking away the After
Birth, when it adheres to the Uterus, 
the Hand (as is neceffary) without Side the 
Body, answering to that within, plainly 
difcovers the Thicknefs of the intervening 
Parts : And I have oftentimes found it 
very thin, nay the Whole, with the ex
ternal Teguments, &c. has not feemed to 
be near the Thicknefs here mentioned. 
But this will be made more plain in the 
following C a s e.

CASE
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CASE XLI.

Of a Wooman^ who died through Wilful- 
nefs in not being delivered ; in vehom 
the Womb, contrary to the Opinion of 
fame Writers, was found very thin.

A Marri ed Woman, who had 
not for fome Years cohabited with 

her Hußand, had the Misfortune to prove 
with Child. When the found herfelf 
in Labour, The went privately into the 
Fields towards a Friend’s Houfe ; and, as 
(lie afterwards confesfed, lay there great 
part of a Day, with a Defign, I fuppofe, 
either to kill, or leave the Infant behind 
her, for no Provision was found to be 
made for it : But the Posture the Child 
happen’d to lie in, did not favour her 
wicked Purpose. At Night therefore The 
returned to her Friends, deceitfully com
plaining of a violent Cholic, for which 
several Remedies wereufed, for the Space 
of tvoentyfour Hours, as near as I re-

K 2 member.
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member, before I was fent for ; no bo
dy about her having the leaf Sufpicion 
of her being with Child, though all 
were at a lofs to know what was really 
her Cafe. Some fuppofed it to be an 
Ulcer in the Womb, from the great Quan
tity foetid Matter that was difcharged 
from the Vagina. But whilft this was 
in debate, I was judged a proper Perfon 
to be confulted, and was accordingly 
called in. When I came to make a pro
per Enquiry, I found (as from her Peri
odical Pains, the Bignefs and Hardnefs of 
her Body, &c. I had reafon to fufpect) 
that the had actually a Child in her. 
The Mouth of the Womb being fully 
dilated, the Anus of the Child (for fo it 
chanced to lie) anfwering to the Os lincee, 
immediately received my Finger. This I 
declared, as alfo that the Child had been 
for fome time dead, as was plain from the 
cadaverous Smell, which was fo great 
that I could hardly bear the Room, as 
alfo from the Difcharge from the Pu

dendum.
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dendum. She impudently denied The had 
ufed the Means, and affirmed the was not 
with Child. This foon gained Belief with 
h • ond Mother and credulous Friends, 
who thereupon very unjuftly reproached 
me, even to a Degree of Rudenefs. I in- 
filled upon what I had faid, and Begged 
that I might be allowed to endeavour 
the faving her Life by an immediate De
livery. But a Difference arifing between 
the Mother and Uncle, at whofe Houfe 
The then was, and who would not buffer 
her, on account of the Difgrace, to lie-in 
there, they propofed to borrow a Gentle
man’s Coach in the Neighbourhood, and 
fo carry her (in the prefent Condition) 
to her Mother’s.

I h a D not Rhetoric enough to pre
vail with them to let me deliver her, 
tho’ I remonstrated to them in the moll 
moving manner I could, the Danger of 
delaying it, and the Inhumanity of 
forcing her out of the Houfe ; telling

K 3 them,



them, that it was indeed a fort of wilful 
Murder they were going to commit upon 
the poor unhappy Wretch. But even 
this proved of no Effect ; for neither The, 
nor her Friends would fuffer me to fit 
down by her, or any way affift her ; 
upon which, having firf made a proper 
Prognojlic, I was obliged to let them 
proceed as they should think fit. They 
promifed however to fend for me at 
Night, when the was arrived at her Mo- 
thef^ which was about three or four 
Miles diflant from the Place where The 
then was. I went home, and in my way 
called upon fome of my Acquaintance, 
to whom I related the Cafe, big as it was 
with Folly and Inhumanity ; telling 
them that the would certainly die before, 
or at Delivery ; for the was far fpent and 
very weak when I came firft to her, and 
had, I believe, tho’ The did not care to 
own it, loft much Blood. I went home, 
and expected a Call, refolving to com
mand my Temper, and, if poffible, to 

fave
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fave her, as well as do my felf Juftice ; 
but heard nothing from them. Next 
Morning, unfent for, I called at the Mo
ther’s, but found no body at home ; then 
I went on to the Uncles, whom I had 
the good Fortune to meet in my way 
thither: He informed me that The was 
dead ; which was no more than I expect- 
ed. I then told him of the Barbarity 
that had been ufed in Regard to her, but 
took Care to fay nothing particular that 
might ruffle him, becaufe I was refolved, 
if I could, to open her, or take fome o- 
ther way to {hew them at leaft Part of 
the Child. I well knew I should other- 
wife fuffer in my Character ; for we 
have all of us our Enemies ready to 
wound us with Slander and Detradtion^ 
which is generally propagated with much 
Warmth and Eagerness. But to return : 
I asked the old Man and the reft of her 
Friends Leave to open the Corps, which, 
after much Entreaty, was granted : And 
then, juft as I had told them, we found

K 4 2
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a Dead Child much decayed, and lying 
in the Posture before mentioned.

HERE again I had an Opportunity 
of examining the Thicknej's of the Womb- 
In this Subject it was not more than (if 
fo much as) half fo thick as the former. 
But this, I prefume, might in fome mea- 
fure be occasioned by the great Difcharge 
the had fuftained for the two or three 
lai Days. However this be, I am, as I 
before obferved, well affured, it is fome- 
times very thin, at leaf if compared to 
that which I at firft fpoke of : And this 
Uncertainty in the Tbicknejs of the Womb, 
may probably be the Reafon why Au
thors differ fo much on this Head, every 
one fpeaking as he himfelf has happened 
to find it.

CASE
1 . 2,
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CASE XLII.

A Child extradied nvith the Hook.

TWICE delivered a poor deformed
Woman by turning the Children, 

which always ftuck at the Head, and 
died in the Birth. Both thefe times, tho’ 
with much Difficulty, I performed the 
Operation with my Hand only ; but the 
third time, on account of the Head’s, being 
much larger, and the Texture of it more 
firm and Ofifiedthan ordinary,and flicking 
at that Part, I was forced to make ufe of the 
Hook : But, as I before obferved, the Child 
was firf dead. It is to be remarked, that 
neither of thefe Children fell into the 
Paffage, tho’ all of them prefented with 
the Head : Indeed when the Mother is 
thus unhappily made, it is impoffible 
they fhould; for all the Force of the 
Pains, and Compreffion of the Mufcles 
in this Cafe only ferve to direct the Head 
to a wrong Point ; and the Child conti

nues



4 nues fo fixed in the Pelvis, that it cannot 
well fall down into the Vagina.

CASE XLIII.

Another Infiance of the fame.

IN the Year 1714, I was called to 
another poor Woman, unhappily 

made for Child-Bearing. She had much 
Pain without any Advantage, the Child 
lying like that laf mentioned. There 
was no other Method to be taken but 
that of tunring the Child, in which I 
found no fmall Difficulty, even before I 
came to the greatest, viz. That of its 
flicking at the Head. Here again, I was 
forced (the Child being dead} to have re- 
courfe to the Hook : But thefe Cafes are 
so uncommon, that I have not had Oc- 
cation to be concerned in them more 
than four or five times, in the Courfe of 
five and tvoenty Years Practice.

T h o’
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T H o’ I have in fome Places of this 
TREATISE condemned the Ur of 
the Hook, and fhewn that a Child far ad
vanced with its Head, is to be extracted 
with the Forceps or Fillet ; yet I would 
not be thought to advance that it ought 
never to be employed ; becaufe there are 
fome deformed Subjects, as the two laft 
mentioned, in whom the Bones of the 
Pelvis have fo bad a Structure, and the 
Space between the Protuberance frequent
ly mentioned, and the Os Pubis is so 
very fmall, as to render it altogether im- 
poffible for the Head of a full-grown 
Child to be naturally brought away. In 
thefe Subjects, the Head cannot fall into 
the Vagina low enough to be taken hold 
of by the Forceps or Fillet ; nor can it 
be turned without the greateft Difficulty; 
and even when it is turned, it will cer
tainly ftick at the Head. In this Cafe, 
it cannot be drawn away but by the Hook ; 
which will break into its Texture, alter 

the
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, the Form of it, and fo render it fit to 

pafs through that Paflage, which it could 
never do, if it were whole.

Here, if the Child be already dead^ 
the Artis is free from that Anxiety and 
Torture of Mind, which booking it alive 
would neceffarily produce in him. But 
how far, when there feems to be no 
Hopes of faving the Child’s Life, it may 
be eligible and advifeable to make free 
with it at first, in order to preferve the 
Woman, or render the Operation more 
eafy to her, I muf leave to the Judg
ment of the Perfon, who is fo unhappy 
as to be employed in fuch a melancholy 
and unwelcome Office.

Some of my Brethren, I am well 
affured, frequently delay the Performance 
of this Operation till the poor Mothers 
Death difcharges all farther Occasion for it. 
But how far this may be aright way of act- 
ing, I filali leave others to determine. Not

to
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to administer whatever Service we are ca
pable of giving, is certainly a very fatal, 
and if I may fo fay, a very cruel Tender- 
nefs.

A s to Monflers, there can be no Rules 
given ; for the Operator when this Cafe 
falls to his Lot, muft act in it as his Cox- 

fcience and judgment (hall happen to 
direct.

CASE XLIV.

The After-Birth retained, and extradied 
five Days after Delivery.

N the Year 1711, I was called to a
Woman five Days after her Delivery 

in whom the Placenta or After-Birth 
was left behind, and at that time retain
ed. I found the Mouth of the Womb 
fo much contracted as but juft to allow 
of two Fingers ; but by degrees I intro
duced a third, and at length my whole

Hand.



Hand. I then perceived that the Pla
centa adhered to the Uterus in its whole 
Breadth; which was the Reafon there 
had been no Flooding, and but few of 
the Locbia-, which Retention had caufed 
a very unkind fort of a Fever. I fepara- 
ted the Placenta from the Uterus gently 
with my Fingers, as I have before direct- 
ed, and fo brought it away in my Hand ; 
and that without the Affiftance of the 
String in the other, which was before 
broke off by the Midwife. By proper 
Medicines and Care the Woman, beyond 
all Hopes, recovered.

CASE XLV.

Phe Placenta extracted three Hours after 
Delivery.

W As lately called to a Woman in 
Eagle-Street, two or three Hours 

after the Extraction of the Child, where 
the Midwife, trusting too much to the 

String,
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String, had broken it off, and then the 
Womb closed upon the Placenta, which 
was fo far feparated as to occasion a great 
Flooding. Here I took the fame Method 
as I did in the Cafe laf mentioned ; 
which is indeed the only one that can 
poffibly be taken ; but the Os Tmc<x was 
fo much contracted, that I feared The 
would have died under my Hands, or at 
leaf immediately after the Extraction, 
efpecially fince The had already loft a 
great Quantity of Blood. But, by haften- 
ing the Operation as much as I well 
could, the Flux entirely flopped, after 
the Cake was brought awav, and the 
Woman had the good Fortune to efcape 
with her Life.

CASE
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CASE XLVI.

A firm, flefhy Sub ft ance tahen from tif 
Wcmb fix Weeks after Delivery.

W A s, about fifteen Years past, fent 
for to a Woman who was seized 

with a Flooding at the End of fix Weeks 
after her Delivery. When I came to 
make a proper Enquiry, I found the 
Womb open enough to receive three 
Fingers, and a hard Subitanee bearing 
down. There was fome Pain, or rather 
an Endeavour in Nature to call out this 
fuperfluous Gueft; but it was not of it 
felf fufficient, and the Woman mult un
doubtedly have fooded to Death, with
out the Affiftance of the Hand. By 
stretching out my Fingers far afunder, I 
dilated the Mouth of the Womb much 
more than at fir ft I found it, and then 
brought away a firm flefhy Subitanee 
much in the Form of a Turkey s 
and nearly of the fame Bignefs. The 

Woman
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Woman was very weak ; but by proper 
Management The recovered, and is, I 
think, living at this time

I could give many Instances of this 
kind ; but fhall confine my felf to one 
only, where the Woman had been deli
vered by a Brother Practitioner. When I 
was called in, which was also at, or near 
fix Weeks End after her Delivery, I found 
a Substance in the Womb, but not like 
that before defcribed: For this looked 
like the Cafe, as it is vulgarly called, and 
Feemed to be the Placenta of a Fœtus 
about three Months old. There was 
one Thing very remarkable in it, which 
was, that it appeared to be huffed full 
of a gritty, Jandy Matter, like Gravel. 
This I have, in a lefs Degree, often found 
in that Part of the Placenta which ad- 
bered to the Womb-, the accounting for 
which odd Appearance I fhall leave to 
the Learned in the Faculty. To return 
then : I cannot but obferve here, that if 
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the Hand had been paffed with either of 
these Women, as I have before directed *, 
nothing could have been left behind. 
From the Want of this Practice I have 
been frequently fent for, not only to Wo
men in this Cafe, but likewise where a 
Child has remained in the Womb, when 
all was thought to be over. Thus Na
ture, relieved and quieted a little by the 
Birth of one Child, refts eafy and con
tented, as it were, for the Space of a 
few Hours ; when the remaining Pains 
being falfly fuppofed nothing but Af
ter-Pains, all is imagined to be at an end ; 
till, more violent Complaints returning, 
or another Water breaking, the poor 
Mother fuffers a freth Alarm, and ftands 
in need of freih Affiftance.

But in this Cale there muf necef- 
farily be feparate Placenta, which, as I 
before obferved, is very frequent. And 
where it is thus, the Midwife having

* Chap. III.
already
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already extracted a perfect Child and a 
compleat After-Birth, erroneoufly thinks, 
without making any farther Enquiry, 
that this is all. But, to turn back to 
the laf mentioned Cafe, I would here, 
if the Reader will pardon me the Di- 
greffion, prefume to recommend a Piece 
of Generofity and Good-nature, feldom 
practis’d amongft ourfelves ; and that is, 
not to take an unkind Advantage of 
a Slip or Accident that may happen to 
a Brother in his Practice : No Operator 
can always be right, at leaf not always 
fuccefsful ; for the utmof Care and 
Judgment will not always fucceed. It 
is to be fuppofed, that he with a good 
Intention ufes his bef Endeavours, be- 
caufe both his Reputation and IntereJi 
require it of him. Mankind in general 
feem to be directed in these Cafes, by 
the Mahometan Principles of judging, 
rewarding and punishing wholly by Suc- 
cefs. But we ought not by any means 
to wound the Reputation of a Brother,

L 2 by
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by cenfuring any Accident that may be- 
fai him. It is a barbarous, and indeed, 
if we rightly confider it, a very impoli
tic way of proceeding ; becaufe, fince we 
are all liable to Errors, the Favour may 
one Day or other happen to be repaid 
with Intereft.

CASE XLVIL
A Woman delivered oj Twins; the firfl of 

which, prejenting with its Head, and 
bearing upon the Os Pubis, was extradied 
by Turning.
N Odi ober 1732, I was called to a 
poor Woman in Butcher-hall Lane, 

near Newgate-flreet. She had been long 
in strong Pain ; the Child prefented with 
its Head-, but, bearing hard upon the 
Os Pubis, did not fall lower down. I 
put the Woman in a proper Pofture, 
and turned the Child, taking it by the 
Feet: And finding upon Enquiry an
other Infant in the Womb, I immedi
ately broke the Membranes, and in about

two
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two Minutes, with very little Pain, de
livered her of that likewife, both which, 
with the Mother are now living.

CASE XLVIII.
A Child that died in the Paflage.

September 11th, 1733, I deli
vered a poor Woman in Fulwood’s 

Rents. The Child prefented with the 
Head ; but lay high, and the Face to
wards the Os Pubis ; and after much Pain, 
did not fall into the Paflage. This Child 
I turned, and flipping my Hand over its 
Belly, found there the Knees, and of 
courfe the Feet clofe together ; which 
I brought down into the Vagina-, but 
the Child being large, I could not com
mand both Feet, fo as to bring them, 
without the Body; but was forced to 
pafs a Fillet upon the Loweft, and fearch 
again for the other. This Child fluck 
a little at the Head, and though not in 
the leaf hurt in its Neck, yet died in 
the Paflage (by the Time I was forced 
to take) in spite of the utmoft Care.

L 3 CASE
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CASE XLIX.

A Child extradied with the Forceps.

DEcember 17th, 1733, I deli- 
vered a Gentlewoman at Kenßtig- 

ton of a living Son. The Child prefented 
the Head, with the Face towards the 
Os Pubis. The Pains were strong ; by 
which the Child was forced pretty low. 
In this Cafe I delivered her with great 
Eafe (in a few Minutes after my approach
ing the Bed) with the Forceps.

CASE L.

A Child fared where the Placenta offered,

F
ebruary 6th, 1733, I delivered 
the Wife of a Tallow-chandler of 

a Son : She had Floodings without Pain. I 
turned the Child. This Perfon was taken 
three Weeks before with the Symptom a- 
fore-mentioned,which returned withVio- 
lence about twelve Hours before I was 
sent for, but with very little Pain. I found 

the
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the Os Tineas dilated, and the Place?ita 
offered. The extracting the Firf had been 
certain Death to the Child ; which if poi- 
fible was to be faved ; so thinking that 
it might adhere in a fmall Part of it, 
juft fo as to keep fome Circulation in the 
Child, I paft my Hand by it, broke the 
Membranes, and by bringing the Child 
firft, faved it. This fhould ever be done.

CASE LI.
A Woman delivered of Female Twins, 

the Firfl of which was brought away 
with the Forceps.

APril 28, 1734, I delivered a 
poor Woman of two Daughters, 

both with their Mother now living. The 
Head of one Child had lain feveral 
Hours very low ; the Woman had much 
Pain without Advantage. I delivered 
her of this with the For ceps ; then find
ing another, broke the Membranes, and 
taking the Child by the Feet, delivered her 
of that, then of the double After-Birth, 

L 4 which
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which was more thancom monly large ; 
as were both the Children.

CASE LIL

4 Woman delivered of a Second Child, 
where a Hand and Foot offered,

ULx 7the, 1734. I delivered a Gen
tlewoman of a Second Child, which 

had been long dead: The other Child 
was born near two Days before. The 
Navel-String was far out ; a Hand and 
Foot offered ; I brought down the Foot, 
and by that delivered her.

CASE LIIL

d Woman delivered of a Child, whofe 
Limbs were of different Sizes.

September 5, 1733. I was called 
to a very corpulent Gentlewoman, 

who had been long in Labour, and with 
much Pain. The Head of the Child 
prefented, but continued to lie very high. 
This Child I turned, with no fmall La

bour
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bour and Difficulty. The Child’s Face 
lying towards the Os Pubis^ the Feet far 
out of the way, and in an ill Pofi ion. 
I firf found a large Pbigh and Leg, 
which I brought through the Os Tinea, 
which lay very high, and then fearching 
for the other Leg, I found one little 
more than half as large as that firft 
mentioned. I imagin’d (though I faid 
nothing) that this Leg muf belong to 
another Child, and of Courfe quitted my 
Hold ; being now unwilling to give more 
Pain, by further Search, I brought down 
the Leg firft mentioned, as low as I could 
with my Fingers only, then paft a Fil
let over the Ancle, by which I had the 
Advantage of taking the Part in a fine 
Cloth, and ufing greater Force (which 
here was abfolutely neceffary.) Thus I 
delivered the Perfon of a living Child, to 
which the Legs of different Size both be
long’d. Here had I not been deceiv’d by 
what I never found before, I had with 
much more Eafe and Safety both to the 

Mother
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Mother and Child, brought down the 
Email Leg alfo. Yet was I fo happy as 
that the former received no Harm, and 
the latter fuffer’d only an Extenfion of 
the Ancle by the Fillet, which I could 
not poffibly pafs above the Heads of 
the Faciles. They are both now living, 
and the Child’s Legs much more alike. 
It was obfervable, that one Arm, indeed 
all one Side of the Child (even the Face} 
was fuller, and the Limbs longer than 
the other. This unequal Diftribution of 
Nourishment I muft leave to the Learn
ed to account for. There was too in this 
Cafe another remarkable Thing, viz 
The Placenta adhering a little more 
than ufual, Ï had an Opportunity of 
finding the Uterus furprizingly thin, i.e, 
the Parts between my Fingers within, and 
my Hand without, upon her Body, feemed 
altogether no thicker than the Fegu- 
ments near the Navel generally are ; fo 
that it is plain the Uterus muft be very 
thin. From this (which in a lefs Degree

I have
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Ï have often found, as well as the perfect 
contrary) I wonder not Authors have 
differed fo much on this Head ; un
doubtedly on both Sides they found it 
as they have defcrib’d it.

CASE LIV.
A Child extracted with the Fillet.

September 5th, 1734, I was 
called to a Woman in Grays-Inn- 

Lane ; the Child prefented the Head, and 
lay low. Fiere I paffed a Fillet over the 
Head, and by that delivered her.

CASE LV.
Two Women delivered where the Buttcocks 

offered.

I Delivered two Women, where 
the Buttocks of the Children pre

fented. One was a fmall Child, and 
far advanced ; there I flipped my Fin
gers into the Groin, and by affifting in 
the Pains, which were quick and strong, 
I delivered her the third Pain.

The
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r h E other Child was larger and not 
so far advanced ; here, I put the Woman 
into a proper Posture ; wZ. her Should
ers low, &c. as before mentioned returned 
the infant a little, and fo brought down 
the Feet.

CASE LVL
A Child •with its Face lying towards the 

Os Pubis, extracted with the Forceps.

ON Chrißmas-Day, 1734, I delivered 
a near Relation of mine, juft then 

turned of Sixteen, of her firft Child, 
which proved a Daughter. During the 
Space of a Month before, she had felt 
much Pain (especially in the Night) in 
her Back, and round her Body ; and the 
Child bore down fo clofely and strongly 
on the Neck of the Bladder, that the 
Veßca could not relieve it felf without 
much Pain and Difficulty. I was not 
well pleafed with the Form of her Body ; 
viz. a high, hard Belly, which did not, 

even
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even to the laft, fall lower or become 
more flat, as is ufual when the Child is 
in a perfect Pofture, i. e. when its Face 
lies toward the Os Sacrum. From this 
I judged that the Face lay toward the 
Os Pubis-, which I signified to one in my 
Family ; and made a Prognoßic accord- 
ingly, about a Fortnight before the La
bour. At five in the Morning, the Day 
before mentioned, I was called to this 
Young Woman ; who told me The was 
then very full of Pain, as The had been 
for fome time before ; but with this Dif
ference, that her Pains came periodically ; 
and that awaking from a Slumber, fhe 
found her Linnen fomewhat wet. I fuf- 
pected her Water broke, as the ufual 
Phrafe is; but, on a nearer Enquiry, it 
was not fo ; what the mentioned being 
only fome Slips from the Uterus. The 
Os Finca, was thin and dilated to the 
Breadth of half a Crown. A foft Wa
ter gathering, the Head of the Child fol
lowing clofe, and her Pains continuing,

I
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I declared her fairly in Labour ; and gave 
her the proper Attendance. About eight, 
the Membranes broke, and difcharged a 
very fmall Quantity of Water: Her 
Pains increafed, were quick and strong ; 
and in about half an hour the Child fell 
fo low, that though I found its Face 
turned toward the Os Pubis, I was in 
great Hopes that Nature, with common 
Affiftance, would have done her own 
Work ; I was therefore very unwilling 
to have recourfe to Art. But, after two 
Hours Trial, finding no Advantage from 
her Pains, though at every one of them 
the Head was more than even with the 
Labia Pudendi, I was forced to it. I 
firft made an Attempt with the Fillet ; 
but the Young Creature’s Pulfe began to 
fink, and her Pains falling off a little, I 
chofe to take the mof fpeedy, as well as 
mof fecure Method, introduced the For
ceps, and delivered her in about two 
Minutes. The Mother and the Child 
are both now living, and in good Health.

Had



On Midwifery. 175

H ad a Midwife been called to this 
Person fome Days, not to fay Weeks be
fore, when her Pains and Complaints 
began to vary, and (as is common with 
young and unexperienced Midwives, 
put her upon her Labour too early 
(which I carefully avoided, not fo much 
as making an Enquiry till the Time a- 
bove-mentioned) confidering the Position 
of the Child, what muft have been the 
Confequence ? And even had a Man been 
call’d, who was unacquainted with the 
Ufe of that noble and safe Inftrument, 
the Forceps, he muft have deftroyed the 
Child.

N. B. Mrs. Eagle, a very modes 
and good Midwife, was by me all the 
Time of the Delivery.

CASE
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CASE LVII.
Another Chid extracted rsoith the Forceps.

W A s lately called to a poor Woman 
in Cold-Bath-Fields, who had been 

long in Labour. I found the Head of 
the Child lying very low in the Vagina. 
The Midwife had for feveral Hours ex- 
pected the Head every Pain, but Nature 
being now very much fpent, the Force 
of the Pains was abated, without any rea- 
fonable Expectation of their Return. 
Things being in this Situation, I intro
duced the Forceps, and within five Mi
nutes after, delivered her with great eafe. 
Both the Mother and Child are now liv
ing and well.

L
I could produce about thirty In- 

stances more, of the fame Operation per
formed in this Town, with the fame Se
curity to both the Mother and her In
fant ; but am willing to believe thefe 
fufficient.

Now,
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Now, as the great Calamity, under 
which fo many of the Fair Sex labour, 
viz. the Procidentia Uteri, when it hap
pens to a confiderable degree, can be 
remedied only by the Peffary ; I have 
feen and ufed fever al Sorts ; but, upwards 
of twenty Years, have employ’d only 
that here defcrib’d, which fully anfwers 
the End, and wholly keeps up the Uterus 
in the Pelvis, and prevents a bearing 
down of the Vagina out of the Body.

THEY are made of light Wood, dip
ped in melted Wax ; I have them of dif
ferent Dimenfions, viz. from two Inches 
diameter, to three and a half, according 
to the Difference of Parts. They lie 
eafy, and better allow of the neceflary 
Difcharge, than thofe not perforated.

For fome Years I ufed a Pej]ary, made 
likewise of Wood, and dipped in Wax

M which
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which was a perfect Ring, and about an 
Inch in Circumference ; and consequent- 
ly the Perforation very large. This fort 
was very light and commodious ; I was 
pleased with the Invention, and my Pa
tients were no lefs fatisfied with it : But at 
length I met with the following Ac
cident.

A young Woman, Housekeeper to 
an old Gentleman in the Country, came 
to me with a Complaint of the Prelapjüs 
Uteri. The Vagina was turned out, and 
fallen about five Inches out of her Body. 
I put up one of thefe Rings; not being al
together large enough, in two Days it flip
ped from her ; the then returnedit herfelf, 
or with the Affistance of a Fellow Maid 
Servant. After a few Days The came a- 
gain, and complained of a violent Heat 
and Pain in the Part. On a proper En
quiry, I found the Os Tinea wholly 
receiv’d by the Ring, and swelled in the

Part
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Part, which was preffed through, and 
below the Ring, as a Finger that Swells 
with a ftrait Ring. I then made an At
tempt to take it from her, but her im
patience and Imprudence prevented me ; 
file protesting The had rather die than al
low of it.

ITOLD her of the Danger of a 
Mortification, &c. but The was refolute 
and I was obliged to difmifs her with a 
Charge to lofe twelve Ounces of Blood 
at her Arm ; I gave her Sal Glauberi^ 
and fuch Medicines as I judged proper for 
the Part. All this was done, with but 
flender Hopes of Succefs.

THREE Days after this, The fent for 
me, and profeffed an entire Submiffion to 
what I should think neceffary. I had in 
this Time provided myfelf with a fmall 
thin Blunt-hook, by the Help of which, 
with fome Difficulty, I brought the

M 2 Ring



Ring away. This being not perform
ed without Pain, and much Impatience 
on her Side, the was fo loud on this Oc- 
cafion, that the- reft of the Family 
more than fufpected The had been un
der my Hands on a more difgraceful 
Occafion.

CON-
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CONCLUSION.

FTER a hard Labour, and 
where there has been a Ne- 
ceffity of ufing ionie Violence, 
the Woman is to be treated 

as one bruised by a Fall. Here, as a thing 
of the greater Service, I would recom
mend the wrapping of the Body round 
with a Sheefs-Skin, hastily flead off, and 
applied as warm as poflible. J have for 
many Years pas had a happy Experience 
of this Method, and wifli I had come 
fooner to the Knowledge of it than I did, 
as having always employed it with Suc- 
cefs. It fecures the Body from all Cold, 
fo very pernicious at this time, puts the 
whole Abdomen and Loins into a plentiful 
Sweat, and thus, by a Content of Parts,

relieves
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relieves the Womb itself, and prevents In
flammations, ObflruSiions, and many other 
Complaints that ufually attend Deliveries. 
I find this Method much recommended 
by Guillemeau, an old French Author ; 
nor is it of fuch little Significancy as 
Dionis * feems willing to make us be
lieve.

H e tells us, that Mr. Clement applyed 
one to the Dauphinefs: that " the Sheep 
« followed the Butcher into the Room, 
« and came up to the Bed-Side, which 
« furprifed the Ladies, and put them into 
« a very great Fright But how does this 
unlucky (not to fay unlikely) Accident, 
which may eafily be prevented, make 
any thing againf the Practice I here 
recommend ? Mr. Dionis however, àf- 
fures us, that « Mr. Clement nevre used 
« this Method afterwards, becaufe it was

* Midwifery, p. 261.

“ thought
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‘ thought it did more Harm than Good." 
But doth not offer any Reafon for this 
Suppofition.

Thus have I delivered what I had 
to fay on the Subject of MIDWIFERY: 
Nor will the plain Drefs in which thefe 
Lines appear, I hope, prove any way 
prejudicial to the Matter ; fince Fadi and 
Experience will always be thought pre
ferable to Hypotheßs and Conjecture ; 
and Fruth, at leaf to all judicious 
Perfons, appear mof agreeable in its 
naked Simplicity.

I h o p e it will be thought that I 
have been plain and open enough to an- 
fwer the grand Defign of this Ereatife ; 
and shewn how the Art which I pro- 
fefs, may be exercis’d with more Secu
rity to the Lives both of the Children 
and their fuffering Mothers. It is with 
Pleafure that I find the mof hocking 
Accounts here given, have produced a 

good,
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good, and indeed the only intended Ef- 
fect ; that the perufal of my Book has 
infpired feveral worthy Midwives with a 
due Senfe of the Difficulty of their 
Work, and put them upon calling ear
ly for the Affiftance of the Author and 
others. I thought myfelf obliged to 
mention this Particular, not only as a 
Proof that the Inftructions here laid 
down are rational and fafe in PraElice, 
but likewise as a juft Acknowledgment 
of the modest, judicious, and confcien- 
tious Conduct of thofe Gentlewomen.

But before I take my Leave of 
this Subject, if my junior Brethren, and 
the Gentlewomen in the Fradice of 
Midwifery, will excufe me the Freedom, 
I would advife, and endeavour to influ
ence them to behave both in Words and 
Adlion, with all imaginable Tendernefs 
to fuch as fall under their Care. Their 
Pains both in Mind and Body, are at 
that time very hard upon them, and their 

Con-
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Condition calls for the foftef Manner 
in the neceffary Affiftance ; especially 
where a Child requires Alteration of 
Poßure, ^c. And this as well with the 
Poor as others. For to me nothing 
feems fo obdurate and inhumane, as 
that a Fellow-creature should have her 
Life lost, or indeed hazarded (as is, 
I am afraid, too often done) becaufe 
The has not the Happinefs of being 
enrolled in the Lift of Fortune’s Fa
vourites. For my own part, I can fafely 
affert (and that with no fmall Satif- 
faction of Mind) that I never once let 
poor Women lie one Moment in Pain 
to fecure my Reward, but ever hastened 
to them, and gave them the beft 
Affiftance I was capable of, as foon 
as I could be releafed from thofe with 
whom 1 was firft engaged. I would 
not, however, be underftood to ex- 
cufe fuch as are able, from confidering 
the Merit and Labour of the Artiß in 
a proper manner.

I DESIGN



I design not in this to direct my 
Superiors, or cenfure any Perfon, and 
hope I have not here offended any one. 
Every Man is to judge for himfelf ; 
this is only a Declaration of my own 
private Sentiments, and an Account of 
my own Practice, which I doubt not 
will agree with by far the greateft and 
moft experienced Part of my Profeffion: 
And I even flatter myfelf with the 
Hopes of Pardon from the Few who 
may happen to diffent from me.

Since the Publication of my Firft 
Edition, I have had the Pleafure of in- 
ftructing feveral Gentlemen in the Arc ; 
and among others, besides the Gentle
man, whofe Letter I have inferred at 
Length, Dr. W. Weltden, Mr. Smither of 
Reading and Mr. Philip Haße, jun, of 
Co^geßall in EJex.
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his Invasion of Mufcevy ; the Character, Election and Coro
nation of Staniflaus ; his Fall and Exile ; the Reacceffion of 
Auguftus ; the Famous Stand of the Polish Confederacy 
againft the Saxon and Ruffian Troops ; The Maflacre 
of Thorn, and its Confequences from the Proteftant 
Powers ; the Conduct of Auguftus to fecure the Reversion of 
the Crown to his Son, &c, &c. His Death and Character. 
In 2 Volumes Odiavo, tranflated from the French of the Abbé 
de Parthenay. By John Stacie, Efq; Price tos. 6d.

5. The Hiftory of the illuftrious Houfe of Nafl'au, continued 
from the 10th Century (its earliest known Origin) down to 
this prefent Time, with Regard to that Branch of it, more 
particularly, that came into Succeflion of Orange, as likewife, 
an Account of the Houfes of Beaux and Chalons ; to which 
is prefixed a large Genealogical Table, curioufly engraven on 
two Copper-Plates. By John Breval, Efq; There are likewife 
added, Original Letters of King William, while Prince of 
Orange. Price 58.

6. New Voyages to NORTH-AMERICA: Containing an 
Account of the feveral Nations of that vaft Continent ; their 
Customs, Commerce, and Way of Navigation upon the Lakes 
and Rivers; the feveral Attempts of the English and French to 
difpoffefs one another ; with the Reafons of the Mifcarriage of 
the former ; and the various Adventures between the French 
and the Iroquefe Confederates, from 1683 to 1694.

7. A Geo-
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A Geographical Defcription of Canada, and a Natural Hitory 

of the Country, with Remarks upon their Government, and the 
Interest of the English and French in their Commerce.

Also a Dialogue between the Author and a General of the 
Savages, giving a full View of the Religion and Strange Opinions 
of thofe People : With an Account of the Author's Retreat to 
Portugal and Denmark, and his Remarks on thofe Courts.

To which is added,
A DICT IONARY of the Algonkine Language, which is 

.generally fpoke in North-America. Illustrated with Twenty- 
Three Maps and Cuts. Written in French by the Baron 
LAHONTAN, Lord Lieutenant of the French Colony at 
Placentia in Newfoundland, at that Time in England. Done into 
English, the fécond Edition. In 2 vols. A great part of which 
never printed in the Original. Price ios.

7- Observations on the Small Pox: or, an Eflay to difcover 
a more effectual method of Cure, by Richard Holland, M.D. 
Fellow of the College of Phyficians and Royal Society. 'Ne 
quid falfi dicere, ne quid veri non audeat. Cic.

8. A fhort View of the Nature and Cure of the Small 
Pox, the ufefulnefs of Spirit of Vitriol, Opiates, &c. with 
Reflections on the common practice of Bleeding in that Dif- 
temper. Errare poßüm, Hareticus eße nolo, S. Aus. By Richard 
Holland, M. D. late Cenfor of the College of Phyficians 
and Fellow of the Royal Society. ) ’

9. Memoirs of the Regency of the late Duke of Orleans 
during the Minority of Louis XVth. with fine Heads, by 
1 andergucht. Price 3s. •

io. The Free-Thinker : or Eflays on Ignorance, Sunerftition 
Bigotry, Enthufiafm, Craft, &c. Intermix’d with several Pieces 
of Wit and Humour. Defigned to restore the deluded Part of 
.Mankind to the Ufe of Reafon, and common Senfe In 
three volumes, the fécond Edition, with compleat Indexes 
Pnce 9s neatly bound and gilt back. N. B. The firfl Edition 
or this Book was fold for 3 Guineas.

ri. Morice’s Lectures on Architecture.
. i2. The compleat Confectioner, or the Art of Prelervino 
in its utmoft Perfection ; being a Collection of ail the Receipts 
of the late ingenious Mrs. Eales, Confectioner to their late 
Majesties King William, and Queen Anne. Familiarly adapted’ 
for the Ufe of Ladies. Price bound 2s. 6d. which ufually hath 
been fold for a Guinea. ?
13..A compleat English Dictionary : Containing the True Meaning of all Words in the English Language? Al [he 

proper Names of all the Kingdoms, and Cities in the World' • 
properly explain d, and Alphabetically Difpos’d. Defign’d for thè

Ufe

e

S
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Ufe of Gentlemen, Ladies, Foreigners, Artificers, Tradesmen, 
and all who delire to Speak or Write Englifh, in its prefent 
Purity and Perfection. By B. N. DEFOE, Gent.
14- Le Payfan Parvenu: Or, The Fortunate Peafant. 
Being Memoirs of the Life of Mr. - —• Tranflated from the 
French of M. de Marivaux. Price 3s.

15- I he Vocal Miscellany, a Neat Pocket Volume, 
Dedicated to the Ladies of Great-Britain: being a Collection of 
above four hundred celebrated Songs (which is near one hundred 
and fifty more than any. Book of the Price extant) and many of 
them , never before Printed ; with the names of the Tunes 
prefix’d to each Song, neatly bound and adorned with à Fron- 
tifpiece. The fécond Edition. Price 3s.

16. The Vocal Miscellany, Vol. 2. Price 3s.
" N. B. Tbefe two Volumes contain not only a good Col- 

= legion of the moß Elegant among the old Songs, but alfa above 
" two hundred new ones, wrote by celebrated Hands, and never 
" before printed ; and befdes the particular Care taken in the 
" Choice of ihe Compoßtions, in which the Opinion of the beß 
4 fudges has been conjulted, the Tunes are Ukewife mentioned, 

which muß be allowed a very great Addition to the Work ; 
" as it enables the Reader to Sing what might otherwfc have 
" been poßtbly pafs’d over only as a Copy of Verfes.

17. Love Letters between a Nobleman and his Sifter ; 
viz. F—rd Lord Gr—y of Werk, and the Lady Henrietta 
B—rkl—y, under the borrow’d Names of Philander and Sylvia. 
Done into Verfe by the Author of the Letters from a Nun 
to a Cavalier: Adorn’d with a Frontifpiece, reprefenting Phi- 
lander and Sylvia. Printed in a Neat Pocket Volume, on a fine 
Paper and a good Letter. The zd. Edition. Price bound is. 6d.

18. The Young Lady’s Companion, in Cookery and Paltry, 
Preferving, Pickling, Candying, &c. Containing the newelt 
and belt Receipts for making all forts of Broths, Gravies-, 
Soups, Ragoo’s, Hafhes, &c. Dreffing leverai forts of Meats, 
Collaring, Potting, and making Force-Meats, making of Cakes, 
Creams, Jellies, Marmalades, Tarts, Puddings, Pies, Patties, 
Bifcuits, Custards, Preferving and Candying Angelica, Apples, 
Cherries, Currants, Figs, Goosberries, Grapes, Oranges, Peaches, 
Nectarines, &c. Violets, Rofes, Cowflips, and other Flowers ; 
and the belt Method of Pickling Melons, Cucumbers, Bar- 
berries, Mulhrooms, Puritane, &c. Price 2s.

19. FABLES and DIALOGUES of the DEAD. Written 
in French by the late Archbifiop of Cambray, Author of 
Telemachus. Done into Englifh from the Paris Edition of 1718; 
then Corrected and Revifid from the Author’s Original MSS.

Among
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Among the FABLES are,

The History of an old Queen and a young Country Girl__  
The History of young Bacchus and a Faun----- of Rofimondus 
and Bramintes -------of Alibæus the Persian. The Adventures 
of Melefichton ----- - of Ariftonous —- The Cat and the 
Rabbits----- The Bees and the Silk Worms, &c, &c, &c.

DIALOGUES between
Mercury and Charon----- -Achilles and Homer------  Democritus 
and Heraclitus ------ Plato and Aristotle--------- Pyrrho and his
Neighbour------ Demofthenes and Cicero------ Hannibal and Sci
pio-----Cæfar and Cato----- Caligula and Nero----- The Prince 
of Wales and Richard his Son—Lewis the XI. and Lewis XII. 
----- Charles V. and a young Monk, &c. &c. &c.

The third Edition. Price bound 3s.
-....-——De te
Fabula narratur— ■

20. , The Hiftory of the Devil. Containing a State of the 
Devil’s .Circumstances, and the various Turns of his Affairs, 
from his Expulsion out of Heaven to the Creation of Man ; 
his Proceedings with Man ever fince Adam ; and his more 
private Conduct, down to the prefent Times; his Government 
his Appearances, his manner of Working, and the Tools he 
works with.

Bad as he is, the Devil may be abus'd,
Be falfly charg'd, and caujeleßy accus'd, 
While Men, unwilling to be blam'd alone, 
Shift off thofe Crimes on Him which are their Own.

The Second Edition. Adorn’d with a Frontifpiece. Price 5s.
21. Two New and Curious Eflays, I. Concerning the Me- 

thod of Pruning Fruit-Trees. II. Concerning the Improvement 
of Potatoes, and the various wavs of Drefling them. Price is '

22. The English Clerk’s Inftructor in the Practice of the 
Court of King’s Bench and Common Pleas: viz. in filling up 
and fuing out Writs of the firft Procefs ; in drawing Declara
tions, Pleas and Demurrers ; making up Iflues and Paper-Books ; 
engrofling Records ; entring of Judgments; filing out Writs of 
Error ; Originals, Outlawry, &c. and in pafling of Fines, and 
several other Matters neceflary for the Practice of an Attorney. 
To which are added, feveral choice Precedents of Declarations 
never before Printed. By Daniel Reading, Attorney at Law. 
In two Volumes. Price bound ios. 8vo.

23. Law Quibbles, or a Treatife of the Evasions, Tricks, 
Turns, and Quibbles commonly ufed in the Profeffion of the 
Law, to the Prejudice of Clients and others ; neceflary to be 
perufed by all Attorneys, and thofe who are or may be con
cerned in Law-Suits, Trials, &c. to avoid the many Abufes, 

Delays,
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Delays, and Expences introduced into Practice. With an 
Eflay on the Amendment and Reduction of the Laws of Eng
land. The third Edition corrected. To which is added, a new 
propofed Act of Parliament for a thorough Regulation of the 
Practice of the Law, and also the Contents of divers late Sta
tutes relating to vexatious Arreits, Attorneys and Solicitors, 
Bribery, Forgery, Perjury, &c. Price 3s. 60.

24. The Attorney and Solicitor’s Companion, or Compleat 
Affidavit Man, containing the Laws, Statutes, Rules, and Or
ders of our Courts relating to Affidavits ; and alfo Instructions 
for Drawing, and great variety of Forms of Affidavits in all 
Courts and all Caufes. To which are added, fome curious De- 
positions and Interrogatories in the mof extraordinary Cafes. 
With Directions how to be taken by Commiflioners to exa
mine Witnefl'es, &c. Of ufe to all Attorneys and Solicitors. 
The fécond Edition. Price is. 6d.

25. Profodia Chirurgica, or a Memoria Technica, calculated 
for the ufe of old Practitioners, as well as young Students in 
Surgery. Being a Lexicon, wherein all the Terms of Art are 
accounted for, their molt received Senfe given, and an exact 
Definition of them from the Left Greek Authors. Alfo their 
Pronunciation as to Quantity, determined by proper Marks 
over each Syllable. The fécond Edition. Price 2s.

26. The Life of Ofman the Great, Emperor of the Turks; 
who firft attempted the Conques of Poland, and the uniting 
that Kingdom to the Dominions of the Ottoman Porte. Com
piled from the Memoirs of three fucceflive Ambaffadors from 
the King of France to the Grand Seignior, by Madam de Go
mez, Author of La Belle Aflemblée. The whole comprifing 
the greatest Variety of extraordinary Incidents and furprifing 
Revolutions that ever happened in fo fhort a fpace of Time, even 
in that fluctuating Empire. Faithfully Translated from the 
French; by John Williams, Efq; in two Vols. ramo. Pr. 4s.

********************************

N. B. Of the above J. Brindley, and C. Corbett, may be 
had all the new Books, either in English, French, Latin, or 
Italian ; likewife all the new Plays, Pamphlets, &c. as they 
are daily published. Alfo Gentlemen and Ladies may have 
all forts of Stationary Wares, fuch as the bef Dutch and Eng- 
lifh writing Paper, plain or gilt of all fizes, Quills; Pens 
cut in the bef -manner; fine black Ink, Wax, Wafers, Silver 
Sand, black Lead Pencils, French Pewter Standifhes, neat Glafles 
for Ink and Sand, Bibles of all fizes, Sacrament Books, Com
mon Prayer Books, and Money for any Library or Parcel 
of Books.
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