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Margaret Peters is synonymous with the midwifery of the 1960’s through to the
1990’s, in Australia and internationally. She was the inaugural president of the
Australian College of Midwives, an ACM Board member for 12 years, president of
the International Confederation of Midwives (ICM), and president of the
Australian committee for UNICEF. We spoke to Margaret about how the
Australian College of Midwives was formed, the obstacles it faced, and her
memories of being President and of the organisation as a whole.

What was the motivation behind starting ACM?
A growing realization among midwives that midwifery needed to identify itself
and what it was separately from nursing.

Mid 1975 at the International Congress held in Lausanne a group photograph was
taken of the fifty Australians attending the meeting. Most of us did not know one
another and we were from diverse settings and locations across the country some
of whom had gained their midwifery qualification in Britain and Ireland and
accustomed to there being a national midwifery organization. I was in the midst of
a study tour during which I had been impressed by the dynamism of the American
College of Nurse Midwives and the impact they were having on maternity care
models in that country.

Many of us were alarmed that a person purporting to represent Australian
midwifery was on the program that was not the choice of midwives; we were
impressed that even in what were underdeveloped countries they had managed to
form national midwifery groups. During the Congress there had been vigorous
debates about who was a midwife, some were not impressed by there being nurse
midwives speaking on midwifery matters.

The fifty midwives who turned up for the photograph agreed we in Australia
should form our own national organisation. At the time there special interest
groups of midwives in Victoria New South Wales and South Australia linked to
nursing associations, there after leadership of the formation of a national midwives
fell to these groups.

What were some of the obstacles faced by ACM when it first started as an
association?

Firstly it was establishing contact with the individual midwives from not only the
3 states but in other states, then it was organizing meetings when interested people
could discuss ways and means for the formation of what was wanted, given there
was no funding available. The first was overcome in part by the connections the
bigger midwifery training schools had with former students and the second by



those committed to the cause donating not only time but self funding attendance
at meetings.

Another obstacle was whether we would become a national special interest group
(SIG) or not, given that at the time in NSW the midwives were not aligned with
the (now) ANF. Eventually we did form the National Midwives Association as a
SIG of ANF. This was achieved within 3 years.

What was it like to be the inaugural president of ACM?
Firstly I was supported by a very able but small committee of management without
that it would have been harder to undertake the role.

It was challenging, humbling and a great responsibility. Challenging as we had few
resources, communication was mostly by mail, networks had to be established, the
committee could only meet because individuals paid their own way, and
importantly we had to convince almost every one that we did represent Australian
midwives and wanted to and could make a valuable contribution to the
redevelopment of policies regarding maternity care at a time when women were
speaking out and seeking more choice in their birthing options, a stance which we
supported.

It was humbling to be trusted with this task by my colleagues who at first knew
little of me and my capacity to act for them.

The sense of great responsibility was based on the knowledge if the Association
failed to make head way in its ability to influence the way maternity care was
offered to women and the development of the profession of midwifery in this
country it would have failed in the objectives the founding members had laid
down.

What is your most valued memory of your time with ACM?
It’s of the many midwives I have met and worked with over the years.

What do you think ACM does for midwives in Australia?
It represents their interests in the many fields which impinge on their profession.
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