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SUNDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER

SERVICE OF DEDICATION, OPENING CEREMONY & RECEPTION:

These were held in the Sydney Opera House, a fitting venue for the beginning of
such an important occasion.

The weather was kind and the sun shone on those famous white sails, set against
a backdrop of the Sydney Harbour Bridge and busy waterway. Families picnicked
in the Gardens nearby.

How exciting to be part of it all, how exciting and proud to be an Australian.

SERVICE OF DEDICATION:

Sister Marietta Butler led this service and call to worship.
"So let us begin this day with singing."

Hymns sung -

1. Praise the Lord, Ye Heavens Adore Him.

2. Be Thou My Vision O Lord of My Heart.

3. Now Thank we all Our Gcd.

Readings -

Psalm 100

Psalm 139

Luke 2: 1-8 with responses 4

The Salvation Army Band gave a recital.

The Avril Xavier Trio also gave three recitals and provided a musical interlude
between the service of dedication and opening ceremony.

- The service ended with everyone participating in the Prayer of St. Francis of
Assisi, Midwives Prayer and Act of Dedication by Margaret Peters - Quite the
right beginning.

OPENING CEREMONY :

Music was by 2nd Military Band and the Opera House Grand Organ was played by
Dr. Wilbur Hughes. ‘ ’

The Welcome was given by Miss Margaret Peters, International President.

The roll call of National Member Associations was delivered with the National
flags paraded and placed on the stage area. What a colourful backdrop and how
thrilling when AUSTRALIA was called. Each nation stood as called, whether one
or 150, each one as important as the other.
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The Official Opening was by Her Excellency Lady Stephen, making time in her
busy programme to cfficiate.

A Welccme was given by the National President, Miss Pamela Hayes.
Miss Margaret Peters then delivered the President's Address.

This Section then was completed with an audiovisual "Birth in the Land Down
Under", a very good introduction for all overseas visitors to Australia, the
—land, the people, the midwives.

A reception followed in the foyer of the Opera House. The sun setting behind

the harbour bridge, lights twinkling, boats bobbing in the water, providing a
magnificent passing parade.

This certainly was a very good beginning to a busy, interesting week.

People of all nations mixed well in a warm, friendly atmosphere, plenty of food
and drink, colourful international costumes and the scene and mood was set for
the coming week.



