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THURSDAY, 6TH SEPTEMBER

THE SEARCH FOR KNOWLEDGE

Keynote address R. Carter-Brown.

RESEARCH -~ THE AUSTRALIAN EXPERIENCE:

This paper probed the question why there is lack of evidence of research in
mdiwifery in nursing journals ?

What concept do midwives have of research and the importance of their findings.
Three major factors were pointed out.

1. A aura or mystery surrounding research.

2. Midwives not always aware they are participating in research.

3. Lack of appreciation as to the importance of all types of nursing research
to the practice of midwifery.

The paper expounded the view that each midwife involved in caring for a client
is a researcher.

Why not communicate our findings to other midwives, puﬁ our findings in print.

This paper certainly encouraged me to look at my work from a different point
of view and stimulated me to think what I could contribute to research.

The later morning sessions had four speakers.

German Midwifery Teday:

This paper traced midwifery in that country from predominately domicilary in
the early 50's to medically orientated midwifery in the 70%s.

This has restricted the practice of midwives to almost only the labour ward
experience and not in the whole of the pregnancy.

A change has occurred with the introduction of family-midwife centres in given
areas. The needs of the pregnant woman are met with continuing care of the
family. Mortality rates have improved and the working satisfaction of the

‘midwife.

Research In Hong Kong:

Midwives in this country have not yet embarked into research but ways of going
about it, subjects that could be researched, possible problems and ways of
communicating findings were discussed.
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The Present Situation of Midwifery Research in Sweden:

Midwifery nursing research began in this country in 1978. Midwives have been
stimulated to research areas such as breast feeding, episiotomy, bathing of the
newborn, the role of women as educators of health.

They have the advantage that nursing research is seen as being important by
politicians, medical staff and the mass media.

They wish to foster the exchange of new knowledge and ideas locally, nationally
and internationally.

Research - The Present Position in the United Kingdom:

Once again it was quoted the need for research being part of the mental
equipment of every practising nurse and midwife. They should have an enquiring

-mind, open eyes and the opportunity to reject traditions which are found

wanting.

Research is now an accepted major function of each Board and Council in the
United Kingdom.

Midwifery training has been extended to 18 months and students are encouraged
to undertake projects which demonstrate an understanding of research principles
and practice. They feel that midwives should strive to monitor their practices
and improve their knowledge. They should also be prepared to share their
knowledge.
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THURSDAY HOSPITAL VISITS

Visits were offered to all metropolitan hospitals, Community Health Centres,
Family Planning Centres, Mothercraft Centres, Hosplan to delegates.

It was quite a feat assisting delegates (800 in all) on to approximately 40
buses to arrange these visits.

I played a small part in assisting the visits get underway.



