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FRIDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER

TOWARDS THE YEAR 2000:

Keynote address

ACHIEVING HEALTH FOR ALL: - Sister J. Stringer.

We need to reflect what has been achieved in the past and what is being
achieved in the present and to look at what we can achieve in health care for
the future.

Our early history traces the arrival of the first doctors in the first fleet.

Despite drug trafficking, illegal liguor trading, food shortages, poor living
conditions and illness, accomplishments were made.

It was not until medical men were elected to Parliament that effective
legislation was introduced to remove obstacles to gocd health.

The first maternity institutions were the so-called female factories with
untrained but experienced attendants.

Obstetrics has travelled through a revolution since 1968 with developments
such as Anti D Gamma Globulin, Hormone assays, cardiotaocograph, epidural
anaesthesia, amniocentesis being produced.

The paper then looked at midwives themselves and would their skills become
eroded and forgotten with the growth of technology. Self reliance at all
levels is seen as fundamental in achieving health for all.

Research, scientific discoveries, technological advances have their place but
the needs of families and nations of the world have to be met with safe family
centre care.

Latter morning session had speakers from Ireland, U.S.A. and UNICEF.

Towards the Year 2000 - An Analysis of the Midwife's Role in Society:

This paper. suggests changes in maternity care had been brought about by the
demands of the patients and the advances of technology.

The birthrate worldwide is declining which means midwives will have less
patients to look after. these patients should receive an improved quality of
care. For this to come about the midwife's role must be analysed and expanded
with greater participation as a member of the maternity care team. Midwives
must also accept the responsibility for the development of their own
profession.

Achieving Health for all - The Americas:

The role of women in health and developmént is established.

Increasing the number of women in decision making roles ensures participation

“at all levels.
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Midwives can become decision makers or interpret the material and child health
needs in our localities to them.

Planning cost effective services is something midwives could look at.

Patience, persistence, devotion, enterprise and courage are gualities women and
midwives have to work with, others to bring about necessary changes to reach
the goal in the year 2000.

Can the Goal be Realised ?

Once again child spacing, breast feeding, immunization, dehydration, iron,
iodine, vitamin A, were issues for children in the devaloping countries.

This last paper and the only one delivered by a male ended with Longfellow's
verse -

"BETWEEN THE DARK AND THE DAYLIGHT

WHEN THE NIGHT IS BEGINNING TO LOWER
COMES A PAUSE IN THE DAYS OCCUPATION
THAT IS KNOWN AS THE CHILDRENS HOUR."

Let us hope the childrens hour has come.



