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SCCIAL EVENTS

Several events and optional tours were arranged.
Monday 3rd:

President's Dinner for invited guests, to all accounts was a great success.
Even staff were included in the "entertainment".

Tuesday 4th:
Seafood dinner at a harbourside restaraunt was well attended.

Wednesday 5th:

Bush Dance. This would have to have been the highlight of the week. Quite a
few midwives stayed following the last paper at the Town Hall to help transform
the official day time platform into a real live woolshed barn.

Gold and green balloons rose up to the ceiling. Hay decorated the stage.
Gumnuts and leaves graced the tables. A sheep was shorn and koalas posed for
photographs. The dances were played and called by a very energetic able group
with some dances demonstrated by the Fort Denison Dancers in colonial dress.
True bush tucker was served and there were many sore feet but happy people by
the end of the evening.

Nobody looked as if they wanted to go home as balloons and streamers were let
down on everyone singing Auld Lang Syne. » '

Thursday 6th:

A dinner harbour cruise was enjoyed by over 500. What a magnificent way to
show off our harbour by night. The many lights of the city and foreshores
reflecting into the water with a fairyland affect, while the boats gently
floated by. Good company and food once again contributed to a very friendly
evening.

Other tours were available such as a city tour, northern beaches and zoo;
Hunter Valley Vineyards, historic houses, Paddington walk and Australiana Day
gave overseas visitors a well chosen variety.

Closing Ceremony:

It was with both happiness and sadness Margaret Peters handed over the
sometimes heavy chain of office to the incoming President, F. Lugtenburg of the
Netherlands. All the organizers were thanked by Miss Peters. Then

Miss Peters and Miss Lugtenburg joined hands, everyone followed joining hands
around the whole of the Town Hall forming a complete chain.

New friendships were made, old friendéhips renéwed.
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Conclusion:

I found the Congress well worth attending. It broadened my outlook, informed
me of new ideas and gave me a greater confidence in myself and my profession.
Midwives are moving forward in their care of themselves, families and nations
of the world.

The three year pregnancy and labour proceeded, the baby was delivered and with
great success.

Thank you midwives of the world.

Congratulations to the Australian organizing committee for the hard work.

I wish to thank my supervisor Sister Deschamps and Sister J. Wilson for
encouraging me to apply for the scholarship, the N.S.W.. Nurses Registration
Board for awarding me the scholarship, The Director of Nursing, Mrs. Greening

and the Hospital Board for allowing me the time to attend the Congress.

I would encourage those that are interested to work towards going to the
Netherlands in 1987. I am going to Japan in 1990.
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D. Byers,
Nursery Charge Sister,
Hornsby & Ku-ring-gai Hospital.




