LEADER:

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and
to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever
shall be: world without end.

AMEN
Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s Name be praised,

AMEN

Remain Standing

HYMN

Irish Traditional Melody

Harmony: David Evans
1874-1948

The Australian Hymn Book

1978

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that

Thou art;

Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Walking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Thou mine inheritance, now and always:
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art.

High King of heaven, after victory won,

May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s
Sun!

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,

Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Ancient Irish,
tr. by Mary Byrne;
versified by Eleanor Hull.
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SERVICE OF DEDICATION SCRIPTURE READING READER: Miss Dorothy Webster
PSALM 100 (Revised Standard Version)

Call to worship: SR. MARIETTA BUTLER, R.S.J:
) Make a joyful noise to the
So let us begin this day with singir Lord, all the lands!
whether we feel like it or not. Serve the Lord with gladness!
Then we may end this day with praises, Come into his presence with singing!
because we know — and may even feel — |
that we shall for ever be Know that the Lord is God!
the objects of God’s concern : It is he that made us, and we are his;
and the children of His love. we are his people, and the sheep of
Psalm 95, last verse his pasture.
Psalms/Now Leslie F. Brandt.
1981. Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
and his courts with praise!
HYMN (Standing) Tune Austria Give thanks to him, bless his name!
The Australian Hymn Book.
1978. | For the Lord is good;
his steadfast love endures for ever,
1. Praise the Lord, ye heavens adore him; and his faithfulness to all generations.
praise him angels in the height;
sun and moon, rejoice before him, : THE SALVATION ARMY BAND RECITAL
praise him, all ye stars and light.
PRAYER LEADER: Sr. Marietta Butler, R.S.J.
Praise the Lord, for he has spoken,
worlds his mighty voice obeyed: | LEADER: Most merciful God, We confess that we have
laws, which never shall be broken, ‘ sinned against thee in thought, word and deed.
for their guidance he has made. We have not loved our-neighbours as ourselves.
We pray thee of thy mercy to forgive what we
2. Praise the Lord, for he is glorious: have been, to help us to amend what we are
never shall his promise fail: and to direct what we shall be. That we may
God has made his saints victorious: delight in thy will and walk in they ways,
sin and death shall not prevail. Through Jesus Christ Our Lord.
AMEN
Praise the God of our salvation; ‘
hosts on high his power proclaim: | ALL: Almighty God have mercy upon us, Pardon and
heaven and earth, and all creation, ; deliver us from all our sins, Confirm and strengthen
laud and magnify his name! us in all goodness, And keep us in life eternal;
Through Jesus Christ Our Lord.
Anon., Foundling Hospital AMEN
Collection 1796 based on .,‘,
Psalm 148 “ LEADER: O Lord, open thou our lips.
Be seated 1 ALL: And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
LEADER: O God, make speed to save us.

ALL: O Lord, make haste to help us. (All stand)



SCRIPTURE READING

PSALM 139

READING:

READER:

LEADER:

READER: Mrs. Lesley Barclay

Lord, you see right through me,

and know me utterly.

You understand what I'm thinking,

long before I understand myself.

You are with me on the crowded street;
beside me when I go alone to bed.
Everything I do, you recognise;

my tongue never wags without you hearing.
I find you in my yesterdays and tomorrows,
your love firmly around me.

All this is too much for me;

It is beyond my understanding.

Where could I evade you?

Where would I escape your presence?

If I live high with the jet-set, you are there.
If I make my bed on a park bench, you are there.
If I could take off at the speed of light

and travel the freeways of outer space,
Even there your hand would touch me,

your right hand would hold me.

If T fear something awful will happen,

like being swallowed by darkness,

My darkness will begin to shine like the day;
for with you darkness becomes light.

How precious are your plans for me, Lord;
they add up to a fantastic number.

If I tried to count them

they would outnumber the sand.
Whenever I wake up to what’s happening
I find I'm still with you!

Lord, take a hard look at me;

untangle my untidy motives.

Sort me out with your relentless mercy;
weigh up all my ideas.

Tear away whatever is unloving in me,
and lead me into your never-ending future.

Australian Psalms 1981
Luke 2: 1 -8

READER: Miss Jennifer Murrell
LEADER: Mrs. Amy Lam

Now at this time Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the whole world
to be taken. This census — the first — took place while Quirinius was governor of
Syria, and everyone went to his own town to be registered. So Joseph set out
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee and travelled up to Judea, to the town of
David called Bethlehem, since he was of David’s House and line, in order to be
registered together with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.

Let us pray for all who are forced to leave their homes through political strife,
war or injustice, and to bear their children in a foreign land.

ALL:

LEADER:

ALL:

LEADER:

ALL:

LEADER:

READER:

LEADER:

ALL:

LEADER:

ALL:

LEADER:

ALL:

LEADER:

LEADER:

ALL:

LEADER:

Hear us O Lord.

Let us pray that we as midwives may be guided in our
care of parents-to-be and their unborn children.

Hear us O Lord.

Let us pray for all children yet unborn — that they may
find love and welcome.

Hear us O Lord.

Forgive us Lord for the times we have failed to show
compassion or to recognise the needs of those in our
care.

While they were there the time came for her to have her
child, and she gave birth to a son, her first born.

She wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in

a manger because there was no room for them at the inn.

Let us pray for all women in childbirth, that their
experience may be one of joy and fulfilment.

Hear us O Lord.

Let us thank God for the privilege we enjoy as midwives,
and pray that we may always appreciate the mystery and
beauty of new life.

Hear us O Lord.

Let us pray for a deepening of knowledge, an increase
of insight and judgement, and the skills we need in our
care of the family in childbirth.

Hear us O Lord.

Let us pray that the practice of our profession and our
respect for life may transcend race, colour and creed,
and help all men to be one.

Hear us O Lord.

Let us pray in thanksgiving for our presence. here today
— may we give witness to a weary world of the dignity
of woman and the scaredness of life.

Hear us O Lord.
Let us pray for each other — that we may continue to
support one another in our quest for excellence in our

service of Families, Nations and the World.

Hear us O Lord.



PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

Lord make us instruments of Thy Peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon; where
there is doubt, faith; where there is
sadness; joy: where there is darkness,
light.

O Divine Master, grant that we may not so
much seek to be consoled, as to console, not
so much to be understood, as to understand;
not so much to be loved, as to love. For it

is in giving that we receive, it is in
pardoning that we are pardoned; it is in
dying that we are born again to eternal

life.
AMEN
AVRIL XAVIER TRIO RECITAL
ACT OF DEDICATION MISS MARGARET PETERS
THE MIDWIVES’ PRAYER (TOGETHER - STANDING)

Have mercy upon me, O Lord

and in all my actions.

Let me have Thy fear before mine eyes:
That I may be careful both for rich and poor,
To do good and not hurt,

To save life and not destroy:

Help mine infirmities and imperfections

And grant me skill and judgement

Happily to finish every work

Through Jesus Christ Our Lord.

AMEN
REMAIN STANDING

(SAID TOGETHER - SEATED)

HYMN

1. Now thank we all our God,
with hearts and hands and voices,
who wondrous things hath done,
in whom His world rejoices;
who from our mothers’ arms
hath blest us on our way
with countless gifts of love,
and still is ours today.

2. O May this bounteous God
through all our life be near us,
with ever joyful hearts
and blessed peace to cheer us;
and keep us in His grace,
and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all ills
in this world and the next.

3.  All praise and thanks to God
the Father now be given,
the Son, and Holy Ghost,
one Lord in highest heaven:
the one eternal God:
whom earth and heaven adore;
for thus it was, is now,
and shall be evermore.

NUMBERS: 6 : 24 - 26

The Lord bless you and keep you:

TUNE: Nun Danket

Martin Rinkart 1586-1649
tr. Catherine Winworth
1827-78 alt.

Miss Rosalind Denny

The Lord make his face to shine upon you,

and be gracious to you:

The Lord lift up his countenance upon you,

and give you peace.

AMEN



